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SPECIFICATTION

TITLE OF THE. INVENTION.
Image Data Distributing Method, and Image

.Processing Tetminal and Mobile Terminal

[0001]
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

field of the Invention

The present invention relates- to 'anl image data
distributing method fo-r transmitting/ rece'iving the imacje data
of an object either between an imagé ptocessing terminal and
a mobile terminal or'between the image processing terminal or
the mobile terminal and an external terminal, and to an image
processing terminal and a mobile terminal. |
[0002]

Related Art

Todéy, there appea.r on the market not only an imagé print
feeding apparatus, as develsped-by the Applicant andlcalled
tne "print club”, but also a number of simiiar apparatus for
synthesizing the image of an object and frame data (or title
data) and for printing and feeding the synthesized image. As
a type for transmitting/receiving the data between a server
and an image printable play apparatus by providing the play

apparatus with communication means, there has been developed
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én apparatus in Unexamined_Published Japanese Patent Laid-
Open No. 84521/1999 or 234602/1999.
[0003]

However/lthe invention, as disciosed in Unexamined

Published Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.'84521/1999, relates

~to the generation of sample data on the synthesized data of

the image data of an bbject and the frame data.  In this

embodiment, the stored content on the frame image in frame image
storage meéns belonging tq ﬁhe appératus body is.updated.with
new frame image data seht through communicafion lines or are
exchanged with a server for storing a number of framé“image

data and are printed/generated as a plurality of frame image

sample sheets. The data to be distributed between the

apparatus body and the server are not only limited to the frame -

image data but also cannot exchange the data with andther user.

- Thus, the apparatus lacks an interest in the image selection:

or the working treafment.
[0004] |

On the other hand, the invention, as.discloséq in
Unexamined Published Japanese Patent Laid;Open_ No.
234602/1999, relates to an apparatus for printing and feeding
the synthesized data of title data of thé same kind as that
of the aforeméntioned frame data and thé image data of the
object, although more or less, by usiﬁg an printing device

belonging to the apparatus body. In an embodiment of the

a
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invention, between a plurality of units disposed in one casing
and having a common function, the image data transmitted from

another unit can be synthesized through a communication device.

‘Since a plurality of units are disposed in the common casing,

however, there is no degree of freedom for the image selection
such that the targets capable of distributing or working the
data are limited to the adjoining users or such that the image

data to be transmitted are limited to those photographed on

_the spot.

[0005]

Thus in the method or épparatus of the priof art, what
can be done is to synthesize the image data photographed'and
selected by the user with the frame image received from the
server, tqf transmit/receive the image data between the
adjoining users in the common casing, and to.synthesize fhe
image data.with the title image, SO'Ehat the range of the users
capable of transmitting/receiving the image qéta is limited.
Since the geﬁerated imége data_can be neither stored nor
transmitted fo others, on the other hand, the favorite image
data can be only enjoyed, even generated, by printing out t.hem
on the spot, but can be neither transﬁitted to alfriend nor
enjoyed by transmitting them together with messages. On the
other hand, most of the methods or apparatus of the related
art for distributing the image data aré to t;ansmit/réceive

the image data between the image data feeding device or a
I ———
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personal computer and a server, and there is.not any method,
épparatus or system which can make transmissions to the mobile
terx_ninal or the external terminal. In reqent years, moreover, |
there has been developed a system for sforing the image data,
as photographed with a _'digital camera, in a WEB server. It
is, however, to bring the image data to a data center of to
uplo.ad the éame to the-perspnal computer. The génerated image

. data cannot be transmitted/received on the spot with a desired

- partner so that the transmissions/receptions are troublesome

but not timely. In addition, the data to be synthesized and
other imaging treatments are not novel over those of the various
~ image print feeding apparatus (as usually called the "print

club") which have already been provided b'y_.the Applicant.

SUMMABY OF THE INVENTION

'i‘herefqre, an object of the invention is developed to
enable variou_s image data to be transmitted/received timely
and widely by making it possible tO'transn}it the imaée data
generated at an image processing terminal, instantly to a. '.
mobile terminal or another external terminal Iand' by reading
out the generated data on the qut or the image data tobe stofed,
from the mobile terminal. In the computerized soéiety,
various bﬁsinesses utilizing informations have been
established to make a high contributioh to the society,. as

already spread in USA, and the invention has a characteristic
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as one of such business patents.

[0007]

As the means for solving the aforementioned problems,
accordiﬁg to the invention of Claim 1, there is proposed an
image dsta distributing method for tran-Smitting/receiving

image data containing at least photographic data of an object,

“among: an image processing terminal including generation means,

' display means, 'input means and print means for the image data;

a server connected with said image processing terminal through
a communication network; and a mobile terminal connected with
said server through a carrier communication ‘network,

comprising: for the image processing terminal as a transmitter,

-the step of urging the selection of a receiver or a transmission

destination, .the step of urging the generation of the image

data to be transmittéd to the receiver or the selected -

transmissiondestination, and the step of storing the.generat'ed
image data in the mail album of the receiver or the seiected
transmission destination; and for the.mobil-e terminal as the
receiver, the step of determining the kind of the image dats_a
suited for the distribution, by discriminating the kind of the
terminsl, the sfep of reading out the mail album of the receiver
for storing the image data transmitted to the recéiver, and
the step of outputting the image data in the read mail album.
[0008] |

According to the invention of Claim 2, there is proposed
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an image data distributing method for trans_mitting/receiviﬁg
image data containing at .l'e_ast photographic data of an object,
among: an image processing terminal including generation means,
dispiay means, .input means and print means for the image 'data;
a serv'er_ connected with said image processing' terminal through
a communication network; and a mobile terminal connected with

said server through a carrier communication network,

comprising: for the image processing terminal as a transmitter,

the step of reading out the mail album of the transmitter for
storing the image data transmitted to the transmitter, the step

of outputting the image -data in the read mail album, the step

‘0of urging the selection of a receiver or a transm:.ss:.on

destlnatlon or a return destlnatlon therefrom, the step of
urging the generation of the image data to be transmitted to
the recéiver. or the selected trans'mission des_tination_ or retﬁ_rn -
déstination, and the step of storing the generated image de_zta_l
in the mail album of the receiver or the selected transmission
destiﬁation or return destination; and for the_ mobile terminal
as the receiver, the step of determining the kind of the image
data suited for the distribution, by discriminating the kind
of the terminal, the step of reading out the mail album of the
receiver for storing the image data tran.’smitted to the receiver,
and the step of outputting the image data in the read mail album.
[0009]

According to the invention of Claim 3, there is proposed
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an image data. dist.ributing method for transmitting/regeiving
image data containing at least photographic data of an object,
among: an image processing terminal including genetation means,
display means, input means and print means for the image data;
a server c_o:anected with said image processing terminal through
a communication network; and a mobile termihal connected with
said.' servet through a carrier communication network,
'comprising: for the imacje processing terminal as a transmitter,
the step of reading out the keep album of the transmitter for
storing the image data generated by the transmitter, the step
of .outputti.ng the image. data- in the read mail album, the step
of urging th_e new geheration of the image data, the step of
ﬁrging the selection of a receiver or a transmission
destination of the ge'nerate'd image data, and the step of storing
the generated image data in the mail .album of the ret:eiver or
the selected transmission destination; 'ahd for thé mobile
terminal as the receiver, the step of determining the klnd of
the image data suited for the dlstrlbutlon, by dlscrlmlnatlng '
the kind of the termq.nal,- the step of reading out the mail album
_of the receiver for storing the image data transmitted to.the |
receiver, and the step of outputting the image data in the read
mail album. |
[0010]

According to the invention of Claixﬁ 4, there is proposed

an image data distributing method for transmitting/receiving
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image data containing at least photographic data of an object,
among:animageprocessingterminalinclﬁdinggenerationneans,
display means, and print means fof the image dafa; a server
connected with said image processing terminal through a
communication network; and a mobile terminal-connected With
said server through. é. carrier communication .network,
comprising: for thelmobile teiminal.as a transmitter, the step
of determining the kind of the image data suited for the
_ distribution, by discriminating_the kind of the terminal, the .
step of ieading out the méil album of the transmitter.for
storing the image data transmitted to the transmitter, the step
of outputting the image data in the read mail album, fhe step
of urging the selection of a receiver or a trénsmission
'destination or a return destination therefrbm, the step of
reading out the keep album of the transmitter for storing the
image data generated by the t.ransmitte'r, the stép of outputting
the image data inlthelread keep album, thé step of urging'the
selection of the image data desired tobe transmitted therefrom,
and the step of storing the selected image data.in-the mail
élbum of the receiver or the selected transmission destination
or return'destination; ahd for the mobile terminal as the
receiver, the step of determining the kind of the image data
suited for the distribution, by discriminéting the kind of the
terminal, the step of reading out the maii album of the receiver

for storing the image data transmitted to the receiver, and
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‘the step of outputting the image data in the read mail album.
[0011]

'According to the invention of Claim 5, there is proposed
‘an image data distributing method for transmitting/receiving
image data containing at leé__st photographic data of an object, -
among: an image processing terminal including geheration means,
di-splay means, and print means for the image data; a server
connected _with said image .processing terminal through a
communication network; and a_mobile terminal connected with |
said server .through a carrier "_communioation network,
comprising: for the image processing terminal as a transmitter,
‘the step of urging the genera'tior'l of the image data to be
traﬁsmitted to a bulletin board contributor, the step of
reading out various bulletin boards separately for hobbies or
genres, the step of outputting the image data of th.e- bulletin
board contributor, as opened and posted to the read-bulletin '
board, the step of urging the selectlon of the bulletin board
contrlbutor desiring the transm1551on of the image data
therefrom, and the step of storing the generated image data
in the mail album of the selected bulletin board contributor;
and the image processing terminal as the bulletin board
contributor, the step of urging t.he generation of the image |
data to be contributed to the bulletin board, the step of
reading out the various notices separately for the hobbies or

genres, the step of outputting the image data of the bulletin
.
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board contributor, as opened and posted to the read bulletin

'board, the step of urging the selection of the bulletin board

desiring the contribution of the image data therefrom, the step
of storing the contributed image data in the selected bulletin
boai”d,- the .step of reading out the mail album of the }eulletin
board contributor for storing the image data tra'nsmitted.to
the bulletin board contributor, and the step of outputting the
image data in the read mail album; |
[0012]" | |

| According to the invention of Claim 6, there is proposed

an image data distributing method for transmitting/receiving

-image data containing at least photographic data of an object,

among: an image processing terminal including generation means,
display means, and print means for the image data; a server
connected with said image processing terminal through a
communication network; and a mobile terminal connected with -
said serx}er through | a carrier communication network,.
comprising: for the ilnage processing terminal as a transmitter,
the step of urging lthe generation of the image data to be
transmitted to a bulletin board contributor, the step of
reading out various bulletin boards separately for hobbies or
genres, the step of ontputting the image data of the bulletin
board contributor, as opened and posted to the read bulletin
board, the step of urging the selection cf the bulletin bcard

contributor desiring the transmission of the image data

i
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therefrom, and the step of storing the generated image data

in the mail album of the Selected bulletin board contributor;

‘and for the mobile terminal as the bulletin board contributor,

the step of determining the kind of the image data suited for
the distribution, by discriminating the kind of the terminal,
the step of reading out the mail album of the bulletin board.

contributor'_for storing the image data transmitted to the

" bulletin board contributor,' and the step of outputting't.he

image data in the read mail album.
[0013]

According to the invention of Claim 7, there is proposed

"an image data distributing method for transmitting/receiving

image data containing at least photographic dé.ta of an object,
among: an image processing terminal including generation méans ’
display means, and print means for the image data; a server -
connected with said image processing termihal through a
communication network; and a mobile terminal connected with
said serve'r' through a carrier communication nétwo:_:k,
comprising: for the mobile términal as a coﬂtest applicant,
the step of determining the kind of the image data suited for
the distribution, by discriminating the kind of the terminal,
the step of reading out various contests, the step of outputting
the read contésts, the step of urging the selection of the
contest desired to be applied therefrozﬂ, the step of reading

out the keep album of the contest applicant for storing the
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image data generated by the contest applicant, the -step of
outputting the image data in the read keep album, the step of
urging the selection of the image data to be app_lied'fo'r the
contest therefrom, the step of storing the aelected image data
in the selected content, and the step of distributing the mail,
as transmitted to the contest applica.nt, to the address of the

contest applicant; and for the mobile terminal as a contest

voter, the step of determining the kind of the image data suited

for the distribution, by discriminating the kind of the

terminal, the step of reading out the various contests, the

step of outputting the read contest, the step of urging the
selection of the contest applicantl desiring a vote therefrom,
the step of urging the generation of a mail addressed to the-
selected contest applicant, the step of transmitting the
generated mail to the address of ‘the contest applicant,- and
the step of totalizing and displaying the results of votes.
[0014]

According to the invention of Claim 8, there is proposed
an iinage data distributing method for transmitting/receiving
image data containing at least photographic data of an object,
among: an image processing terminal including generation means,
display means, input means and print means for the image data; |
a server connecteol with said image processing terminal through
a communication network; and a mobile te.rminal connected with

said server through .a carrier communication network,
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comprising: for the image processing terminal as a transmitter,
the step of ﬁrging the éelection of a templa_te for a home page,l
the step of urging the generation or. selection of the image
data to be synthésized with the selected template, the s.tep
of urging an upload of the template to be synthesized with the
generated or selected image data,’ and the step of stori’ng_thé.
uploaded template as a home page by attaching the URL to the
template; and for the mobille terminal as fhe receiver, the step
of determin:_i_.ng the kind of the image data.suited for the
distribﬁtion, by discriminating thé kind of the terminal, the
step of reading out the home page correéponding to said URL
"by clicking the URL, | and the step of outputting the read home
page;
[0015]
'In the in_ventiohs o.f Claims 1 to 6 and Claim 8; accofdincj
" to the invention of Claim 9, there is propos_ed an image data
distributincj method comprising: for the image  processing
terminal or the mobile terminal as the transmitter or the
receiver, orf the image processing terminal or tlhe mobile
terminal as the bulletin board contributor, the step of editing,
working or deleting the image data.
[0016]
In the inventions of Claims 1 to 9, according to the
invention of Claim. 10, there is probosed an image data

distributingmethod wherein said image data comprises: the step

B
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of inputting additional data such as letters, drawings and
messages with input me.ans of each términal} the step of
syn{:hesi.zir.lg the same with synthesizing means; or the step of
synthesizing frame data stored in each terminal or downloaded
from the server. |
[0017]

In the inventions- of Claims 1 to 10, according to Claim
11, there is proposed an image data distribu_.ting method wherein
said imagé .data-'ar.'e or contain'motion images.
[0018]
| In the inventions of Claims 1 to 11; according to Claim
12, there is proposed an image data diStributing méthod wherein
said image data contain musiéal data or froice data.
[0019]

In the inventions .of Claims 1 to 12, according to 'Cl_ain't.
13, there is proposed an image data distributing method wheréih _
said image data have the URL attached thereto.
[0020]

In the inventions of Claims 1 to 13, acc_:ording to Claim_ '
14, there is proposed an image data distributing methbd wherein
said image data contain reservation data for print
reservations. |
[0021]

In the inventions of Claims 1 to é, acc;ording to Claim

15, there is provided an image data distributing method

-
3
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comprisingﬁ for the image processing terminal or the mobile
terminal as the transmitter or thé receiver, 6r the image
processing terminal or the-mobile terminal as the bulletin
board.contributor, or the mobile terminal as the contest
applicant or the contest voter .the step of urging the inputting
'authentication.data composed of éach ID and/or password; and
the stlep ~of determining _t_he' allowance/inhibition of tI._1.e
generation of an album or tﬁe transmission/reception of the
image data by passing the inputted authéntication data.
[0022] | |

In the inventions of Claims 1 fo 7, according to Cléim.
16, there is provided an image data distributing method wherein
said maii album and said keep album are temporary albums for
étoriﬁg the image data tempérarily or longjterm'albums'for
storing the image data for.a.long term. .
[0023]
| In the invention of Claim 16, according to Claim17, there
is proposed an image data distributing method wherein said
long—term_albuﬁ includes, for perusing or storing the image
data: a priQate album indispensable for inputting said
authentication data; an open album dispensable for inputting
said authentication data or indispensable for inputting only
the ID; and a group album of a simultaneous communication type
indispensable for inputting the group aﬁthentication data of

the ID and/or password common only in a specifié group.
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[0024]

In the invention of Claim 16 or 17, according to Claim
18, there is proposed an j.ma'ge data distributing method fﬁrthe_r
comprising, when it is désired to generated hol;l sa-id long—térm
album said mail album or keep albﬁm is the temporary al_bum" and
when it is desired to move the.'image data stored in said
temporary album to said lohg—tér_m _album, - for the image.
processing terminal or the mobile ferminal as the transmitter
or the receiver, or the imagé processing 1_:erminal or the mobile
. terminal as the bulleti.n bloard contributor, the step of urgin_é
the s_election. of the imagé data desired to bé moved, .from the
‘mail.album or the -keép album; the step of moving the selected
image data to the long;term album; énd the step of updating
the movement.
[0025]

In the inventions of Claims 16 to 18, according to Ciaim
19, there is proposed an image data distributing methgd further
'cbmprising, when it is desired to generaté/hold said ldng-
term album, for the image processing terminal or the mobile
terminal as the transmitter or the feceive_r, or the image
processing terminal or the mobile te:_:minal as the bulletin -
board contributor, the step of urging.the inputting of member
authentication data composed of each member ID and/or member
password; and the step of determining thelallowa.mce/inhibition _

of the generation/holding of said long~term album by passing

This Sheet Has Been Replaced

[T ||I




the inputted member éuthentication data.
[0026] |
In the inventions of Claiﬁls 1lto3, Claim5b or 6 and Claim

8, 'acccl>rding to Claim 20, there is proposed an image data
distributing method further comprising, when séid generated
image data are to be printed, for the image processing terminal
és said transmitter or said reéeiver, or the image proéessing
terminal as. said bulletin board contributor, at léast the step
of urging the inputting the printing instr_uc_tion of the
genefateci_image data; and the step of urging .the. selection of
the printing 1ayout. | |
E [0027] |

| In the inventions of Claims 1 to 6, _according to Claim
21, there is proposed an image data distributing method further
comprising, when the priht reservation 'is.made on thé image =
data stored in said mail albﬁm or keep album, for the mobile
* terminal as said transmitter or s_aid. receiver, or the mobile
terminal as said bulletin board contributor, the sfep of
determining the kind of the image data suited for the
distribution, by discriminating the kind of the terminal; _the'
step of reading and perusably outputting the image data to be
stored in the mail album or the keep album; and the step of
urging the inputting of the reservation data for the print
reservgtion on the outputted image dat.a.

[0028]
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. In the invention of Claim 14, according to Claim 22, there
is proposed an image data distributing method further

comprising, wheén the image data containing the reservationdata

for the print reservation are to be printed, for the image

processihg terminal as saiid transmitter or said receiver, or
the imagé processing terminal as said bullet-in board
contributor, the step of ﬁotifying'the presence/absence of the
image data relating to the pj:int reservation, at the time of
printing the image data newly generatéd at the image'processing
terminal; the step of urgiﬁg the selection of whether or not
the image data containing the reservation data 6f the print
reservation are.' to be simultaneously printed; an.d the step of
urging.the selection of the printing.layout.
[0029]

-In the inventions of Claims 1 to 6, according to Claim.
23, thereis proposed an image data distributing method further
comprising, when said image data are transmitted, the stlep of
notifying the transmission to the mobile terminal as the
receiver or the mobile terminal as the bulletin board
contributor. |
[0030]

In the inventions of Claims 1 to 9, Claim 15 and Claims
18 to 23, according to Claim 24, there.are proposed an image
prq.cessing terminal and a mobile terminél wherein said image

processing terminal and said mobile terminal comprise infrared
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or wireless transmission control means capable of transmitting
the image data mutually between themselves and another external
términal.

[0031]

In the invention of' Claim 24,- according to Cléim 25, there
are proposed én image processing terminal and an ‘external
terminal wherein said transmission control means is an IrDA
interface or a Bluetooth interface.-

[0032] |

Prior to the detailed descfiption of the invention, here
will be briefiy described the terminologies to be used in the
"invention. The transmission/reception of the image data are
performed through the server ‘betWe-en a transmitter for .
tranSinitting the iniagedata and a receiver_ 'fof'redeiving the
image data. The image processing tefminal or mobile términal_
to be manipulated by the transmi_{:ter for transmi.tting the image
data is expressed by "the image. prdcessing terminal.or the
mobile terminal as the transmitter”, and the mobile terminal
to be manipulated by the receiver for receiving the image data
is expressed by "the mobile terminal as the receiver". Here,
when "the image processing terminal or the mobile te.rminal as
the transmitter" receives the image data transmitted from
others, it is also "the image processing terminal or the mobile
terminal as the receiver". On the ofhe_r hand: the image

processing terminal or the mobile terminal to be manipulated

B
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by the ﬁerson desiring the bpening and posting on the bulletin
board is expressed by "the image processing terminal Qr'the
mobile terminal as the bulletin board contributor"; the mobile
terminal to be manipulatéd by the person desiring. the.
application for a contest i.s expressed by "the mobile terminal
as the confest applicant”; and the mobile terminal to be
| manipulated by the persori desiring the voting to the i.mage. data -
applied for fhe contést is-eﬁpressed by "the mobile términal
as the-cohtest voter"”. |
[0033]

The invention of-Claim-l relates to an image data
"distributing method of the case in which a new user to generate
the image data at first by using the image prbcessing ter_minal
generates'énd transmits the image data. The image data
(generally, a ma_il with an image) generated by the transmitter: '
or the new user to manipﬁlate the image proCessing’terminal
are stored in a mail album of the receiver or a selected
transmission destination; whereas' their mail album is
outputted to the receiver to manipulate the mobile'terminal
so that the,receivéd image data (generally, a mail with an
image) are perusably displayed. According to the invention,
the image data, as generated by the image processing terminal,
can be instantly transmitted on the spot to a desired partner,
and the partner_having received can observe the image data

instantly. It is, therefore, unnecessary unlike the related .

4

This Sheet Has Been Replaced

20




art to go to the data centér at each time or to upload the image.
data to a personal computer. Thus, the invention is remarkably '
timely and has a wide using range.
[0034] The. invention of Claim 2 relates to an image data
distributing method, in- which when the image data are.
transmitted to the mail album of the transmitter, the image
data or a i:eturn are gen_erated at the image proCéssing terminal
and are stored in the mail aib_um of the receiver or the return
destinétioh, whereas the image data are perli_sably outputted
to the mobile terﬁtinal owned by the J_:eceiver.. When the image
data are transmitted from a friend_to the t'ransmitter to
manipulate the imaé‘e processing terminal, the image data
(genera_llly,' amail with an image) té be retﬁrne_d are génerated
at the image processing terminal and are stored in the mail
album of the receiver or the return destination, whereas the
mail albumis outputted to the receiver tomanipulate themobile
terminal so that the. J':eceiv.ed ima.ge data aré perusably
displayed. Accordir;g to the invention, the image- data or the
return can bje instantly transmitted to the partner having
transmitted them so that the communications can be made without
any interruption.
[0035]

The invention of Claim 3 relateé to an image data
distributing method of the case, in whiéh whén the_ image data

are not transmitted to the mail album of the transmitter, the
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keep .album of the transmitt_er is outputted, and ip which the
image data are newly generated at the image processing terminal
and stored 1n the mail album of the receiver or the selected
transmission destination, whereas the ima'ge data are perusably
outputted to the mobile terminal own_ed by thé receiver.
According to the inventio.n,. eveh when the image daté -(_generally,
amail with an imagé) aré not ._transmitte_d from others, new image '
data -can be generated and transmitted to the mobile terminal
of friend or the like. Therefore, closer communications can
be méde with a larger v&idfh. |
[0036] |

The invention of Claim 4 relates to an image daté
distributiné_ method of the case, in which when the image data
are transmitted to the mail album of the transmitter, the_
transmitter owning the mobile terminal selects the feceiver
or the réturn destination from the mail album, and in which -
the image data or a return selected from fhe keep album of i:he ,
transmitter are stored in the mail album of the receiver or |
the selected transmission destination, whereas th'e iﬁtage data
are perusably outputted to the mobi;.e terminal owned by the
receiver. When the image data (generally, a mail_wi’;h .an
image) are transmitted from a friend or the like to the
transmitter to manipulating thé' mobile terminal, more
specifically, an access is made to the.server by thé mobile

terminal to select the image data to be used as a return from

b}

This Sheet Has Been Replaced

L

22

Ml

[




the keep album for storing the image data of the transmitter,
_and the selected imagé data are stored in the mail album of.
the receiver or the r'e:turn deétination, whereas the mail album
is outputted to the receiver to manipulate the mobile terminal
so that the received image data (genérally; a mail with an
image) are perusably displayed; According to the invention,
it is possible to call up and to send or retufn the image data
which are generatéd in advance at the image processing términal
and stored in the keép album of the user.
[0037] |

The invention of Claim 5 relates to an image data
distributing method of the case, in which when the transmitter
to manipulate the image processing terminal generates and
transmits the t;ansmitter's image data to a bulletin board
_ cOntribﬁtor having contributed the image data generated at the
image processing terminal to a desired bulletin board, the
transmitted image data are stored in the mail album of the
bulletinboardcontributér;whereasthemailalbmnisoutputted
to the bulletin board contributor and displayed. According
to the inveqtion, the image data generated at the image
processing terminal can be transmitted not only to the receiver
as an individual but also to the bulletin board contributor
having opened and posted the contributor's own image data to

the bulletin board.
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The invention of Claim 6 relates to an image data
distributing method of the case, in which when the transmitter
to_manipulate.the image processing terminal generates and
transmits the transmitter's ewn image data to the bulletin
board contributor already having'contributed tne image'data
to the bulletin board and owned:the mobile_terminal, the
transmitted image data are stored in the mail album of the
.bulletin board contributdr, where_as themail album lS outputted
to the bulletin board contributor and is di_sp.J'.ayed. | According
.to the invention, the'iﬁege data generated-at_the image
processing terminal can be transmitted not only to the bulletin
'board contributor t01nanipnlate the imege precessing5terminal
but aiso to the bulletin board contributor owning the mobile
terminal;

[0039]

The invention of Claim 7 relates to an image deta
distributing method of the case, in which when the image data
are selected from the keep album called up from the mobile
terminal owned by a contest applicant and are'applied for a
contest, a contest voter generates/transmits a mail to the -
contest applicant, whereas the mail is perusably outputted to -
the contest applicant. According to_tne invention, like the
invention of Claim 5, so long as the image data are already
been stored in the keep album of the centest applicant, the

image data can be called therefrom to apply for the contest,
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and the contest voter can transmit the mail to the contest
applicant.
{0040]

The invention of Claim 8 relates ﬁo an image data
distributing method of the case, in which when a home page is
generatéd by synthesizing the image data genérated at the -imagé -
proceésing terminal by the transmitter with a template for a
- home page, the URL is attéched to.the home page dploéded to
the server and is clicked to output the home page to the mobile
- terminal owned by the receiver. According_tb the invention,
the template or the character can be synthesized with the image
data to generate the home page simply and to peruse the same.
[0041]

The invention of Claim 9 relates to an image data
distributing method of the caée, in which the.image_data
generated at the image processing terminal or the image data
storéd in the album are edited, worked or deleted. According
to the invention, when the image data are fo be stored or
transmitted, t1;1e album can be arranged by changing i:he contents
of the image data or by deleting the unneeded image data.
[0042]

The invention of Claim 10 relates to an image data
distributing method of the case, in which the image data to
be transmitted/received in the invention are used to write

letters or drawings to the taken photograph object, to add a
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message or frame or to synthesize the', image data. According

to the invention, it is possible to enhance the familiarity

by adding-words to the image data to be transmitted/received

or to enrich the variety of the content of the image data.

[0043]

The invention of Claim 11 relates to an image data

distributing method of the case, in--which_the image data to

_ be transmitted/received in the invention are the motion image-

or contain motion images. Usnall_y, when the image data of the .

object are motion iinages., they are photographed by photograph

means of the image processing terminal, but can be motion images

which are downloaded from a server (e.g., a data server or a

contents server) so that the motion images contain not only

the image data of the object but also the real or animation |

motion images.

[0044]

'The invention of Claim 12 relates to an image data
distributing method of the case, i.n'which the image data to
be transmitted/received in the invention contain musical data
or voice data. The musical data are estimated by downloading
the MP3 data or the like from the server, but the voice data
can be added simultaneously with the generation of the image
data by providing the image processing terminel with voice
acquiring means and voice data convertino ineans . On the other

hand, the musical data or the voice data may be downloaded from
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the éerver (e.g., the data server or the cdntents server).
[0045]

The iﬁvéntion of Claim 13.r§lates to an image data
distributing method of the case, in which the image déta.are
quickly distfibuted.by addiﬁg the URL to the image data to be
transmitted/received in the invention and by clicking the same.
Since the mobilé. terminai has a small button, .it is troublesome
“to input an address or the like when the image data are to_be
distributed. '. This problem can be solved by attaching the URL.
[0046] | |

The invention of Claim 14 relates té an image.data
"distributing method of the case, in which the image data to
be transmitted/received in the invention contain reservation
data on the print reservation. Since the preservation data
of the print_reservatioﬁ are automéfically'contained iﬁ the
image data_ to be transmitted/received, the image data relating
to the print reservation are automatically called up at the
printing time. It is, therefore; possible td eliminate the
troubles which might otherwise be involved by calling up the
image data relating to the print reservation at each time, by
retrieving the image data desired to be printed, or by setting |
the print reservation. |
[0047]

The invention of Claim 15 relafes to an image data

distributing method of the case, in which when the album is
-
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to be generated or the image data are tobe transmitted/received
in the invention, the transmitter or the receiver is urged to
input the authentication data such as the ID or the password,

and the authentication data are passéd by the server to

determine the generation or the allowance/inhibition of the

transmiss’ion/reception. According to the invention, it is
made effective to accouht/char_ge the services provided or to .
secure oOr manage t'h'e user data.
[0048]

The .:i_.nvention of .Claim 16 relates i:o.an. image dataj

distribut_:ing method of the case, in which the mail élbum and

-the keep album for storing the image data are a temporary album

for storing _thé image data temporaiily or a  long-term album
for sto:l:ing. the same.for a long terﬁ. Aécording :'to_.the'
invention, it is possible to separately.'use the album as a |
receiver of the image data 'and the album as a warehouse, and
it is easy to arrange the image data. |
[0049] |

The invention of Claim 17 relates to the kind of the
long-term album, as mentioned in Claim 16, and to an image data
distributing method of the case, in which the llong—term album
is divided into: a private album to be perused by no. one so
long as the authentication data are not inputted; an open album
requiring the inputting of no authenticétion data or only the

ID; and a group album to be perused by no one so long as the

: 3
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_commdn authentication data give'n to a specific group are not

inputted. As a result, the image data to be kept'secret, the
image data to be opened to an acquaintance or the image data

to be shared in a specific group such as the image data of a

wedding party can be stored in the long-term albums according

to the indiyidual applications/purposes.
[0050] |

"The invention of. _.Cla‘irﬁ 18 relates 't<_>.- an image data
distributing method of the case, iﬁ which when the mail aibum
oi the keep album is a temp_ora.ry storing album coni:aining image

data to be stored for a long term, the desired image data are

‘moved to the long-term album. The movement of the image data -

can be instructed not only from the image processing terminal

but also from the mobile terminal and is updated in the data

by the server. According to the invention, the image _data'can. '

be separately stored in the temporary album and the long-term
album in accordance with the kind or importance'thereof, or
the contents%of the album can be arranged.

[0051]

The invention of Claim 19 relates to an image data -

distributing method of the type, in which at the time of
generating and holding the long-term album, the authentication
data as the member are inputted separately of the
aforementioned authentication data. so that their

allowance/inhibition is authenticated by the server. As a
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result, it is effective thét the sefvices to be given to the
user or formal member are accounted/chérged, and that the
member is secured and managed.

[0052]

The invention of Claim 20 relafes to an image data
distributing mefhod of the case, in which .the image data
generated at the image processing terﬁinal are printed on the
spot.'Accordingtx)theinvehtién,notonlYthegeneratedimage.
data can be instantly printed, but also the.desired printing.
“layout can be selected, so that the tYpes of the image data.
to be printed according to the applicationé or tastes caﬁ be
separately used. |
[0053]

The invention of.Claim 21 relates to an image data -
distributing method of the case, in which.the image data to
be stored in_the mail album or the kéep album are to be reser.ved_ -
fortheirprinting.'Accordingtotheinvention,whentheimage
‘data to be stored inthe mail album or the keep album are .pérused
from the mobile terﬁinal, the favorite image data caﬁ.be'-
reserved in advance for theirlprinting.' Wheh the image
prbcessing terminal is called at some day, therefore, it is
possible to eliminate the troubles of retrieving the inside
of the album at each time to seatch the image data.

[0054]

The invention of Claim 22 relates to an image data
// . ’
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_ distributiﬁg meth§d of thé case,“ in which the image data
containing the reservétion data of the print reservation, as
Im.entioned inClaim14, are printed. According to the invention, '
wheﬁ the image data generated newlY'at the image proceésing
terminal are printed, they can be printed together with the
image aéta relating to the print reservation. Therefoi:e, this
image data distributing mei_:hod .is economical and spares the
timé .

' [0055]

The invention of Claim 23 relates to an i.mage data
distributing method of the case, in whic;h when the image data
(geherally, a mail 'w_ith an image) are to be transmitted, this
transmission is positivély notified to the r_ecéivers_. _As a
result, when the image data are tran._smitted, this transmission

| is iix_t_lstantly notified to the receiver so that the image data .
can be timely perused.

[0056]

The imirention of Claim 24 relates to an- image data
distributing method of the case, in which the image processing
terminal and.themobile terminal are individually providedwith
infrared or wireless transmission control means so that the
image data can be mutually transferred between themselves and
another external terminal. As a result'; the image data stored
in another external terminal are traﬂsferred to the image
processing terminal or the mobile terminal and are stored in

T ——
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and read out from the mail albunlor fhe keep album so that they
can be perusably outputted aS'theIimage data suited for the
kind of the'mobile.terminal. As a result, it is possible to
further enlarge the kind 6f the image data and the width of
the transmission/reception.
[0057] |

The invention of Claim 25 rélafes to the case in whiéh
the IrDA or Bluetooth inﬁerface_is sued as the transmission
control meéns having been mentioned in Claim 24. By giving
the infrared or wireless traﬁsmission functién, the ima_ge data

or the personal data such as addresses can be 'easily eXchanged. '

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWiﬁGS

Fig.'l is an entire diégram showing the flow of image
data in the invention;

Fig. 2 shows a system construction for practicing_the
invention; |

Fig. 3 is a schematic side elevation of an image
processing terminal;

Fig. 4 is a flow chart shdwing the processing flow of
a main program of the image processing terminal;

Fig. 5 is a flow chart showing the processing flows of
the image processing terminal and a sérﬁer in the "new" case;

Fig. 6 is a flow chart showing thé processing flows of
the image processing terminal and the serﬁef of the case in

b
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which the ﬁregistered'user" and'the transmission of the image
data are present; |

Fig. 7 is a flow chart showing the pfocessing flows_of
the image processing terminal and the server 6f the case in
which the "registéred.user"'and the transmission of the image
data are absent; | |

Fig. 8 is a flow chart'shdwing the processing flow of
the image processing términai 1to be_ manipulated by a bulletin
board.contributor indicated at C in Eig. 4;

Fig. 9 is a flow chart of the main program'of a mobile
terminal; | .

'Fig. 10 is a flow chart showing the pfocessing flows of
the mobile terminal and the serﬁer at. fhe time  when
authentication data are to be acquired from the mobile
terminal; | |

Fig. 11 is a flow chart showing the processing flow of 
the case in'which'the authentication.data.as the "toll member”
are to_bé acquired from the mobile te#minal.s;

Fig. 1é is a flow chart showing the processing flow of.
the case in which a long-term album is made from the mobile
terminal;

Fig. 13 is a flow chart showing the processing flow of
the mobile términal of the case in which the image data to be
stored in a.temporary album are moved to and stored in the

long-term album;
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Fig. 14 is a flow chart showing the processing flow of
the mobile terminal of the case in which thé_individual image
daté in the album are edited/deleted from the mobilé terminal;

Fig. 15 is a flow chart showing the ptoceésing flow of
the mdbile terminal of the case in which a simple WEB mail is -
transmitted from the mobile terminal;

Fig. 16 ié a flow dhart showing another processing flow
of the main brogram of the image procéssing terminal;

Fig; 17 presents a seleét sé:een and printing layQut
sScreens on éhe printing 6f the iﬁagé data or on the printing'.
of the image data for a print reservation;

Fig. 18 is a flow chart showing different processing
flows of the case in which the image data in an album are perused.
from.the mobile terﬁinal; and

Fig. 19 is a flow chart showing the processing flow of
the case in which a keep albun is read from the mobile terminai

and designated on the print reservation.

[0058]
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Here will be described an embodiment of the inventioh.
Entire Construction

Fig. 1 is an entire diégram showihg the flow of image
data in the invention. The inventioh is in the network

environment, in which a plurality of image processing terminals

3
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1, 1a,. 1b and sé on and a servéf 3 are individually connected
through the cbmmunicatiqn network and in which a plurality of
‘mobile terminals 5, Sa, 5b and so on and the server 3 are
individual connected through the carrier communication -
network. In the flow of  the imégei data in the invention, .
basically, the image data generated af the: image proce_s'sin.g
terminal 1 (of the INPUT system) are stored through a |
commuriiéation network 2 in the server 3 and are finally.
outputted_f'rom the server 3 through the carrier communication
network 4 to the mobile terminal_5 (of the OUTPUT. system). In
the invention, there are modes of flows.of the image data, which
do not alwayé follow the aforementioned flows. Nevertheless, .
the invention _is-absolutel'y different in the distribution.
method from ﬁhe image data distrib_ui:ioh method or systein of"
the related art, in which the‘ image data are merely'.
transmitted/received between the personal computer and the
server or between the image processiﬁg terminals disposed in
a common BOX, in that the image data are always received i:hrough
the carrier _communication network 4 from_ the server 3 for
storing the image data generated at the image processing
terminal 1. In the invention, specifically, the image data
can be stored in the album in an image database 13 of the server
3 . When the image data having been generated at the imag'e
processing terminal '1 are already sfored in the album,

therefore, the image data need not always be generated at the

3
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image processing terminal 1, but the desired image data can
be selected from the owh album not by generating them at the
imag_é processing-terminal' 1 but by. making an access to the
server. 3 from the mobile terminal 5, énd message data or the

like can be added to the selected image data and transmitted

‘to another mobile termina_l 5a or 5b. 1In this case, too, there

never fails to be a step of sforing the image data generated.
by the image processing terminal _1, in the album in the server
3. In short, for fealizing fhe invention, there are
indispensable the image processing terminal 1, the serve.r 3,

the mobile terminal 5, and the communication network 2 and the

"carrier communication network 4 for relaying the former. It

is illustratively and téchhically possible to transmit the
image data from the mobilé terminal 5 throu_g_h the server 3 to
the image processing terminal 1. So .long' as the mobil'e”"
terminal 5 is included, howéver, the élbum can be practically
called by lthe server 3, and the image data can b_e observed at
hand at all times. It is hardly.neceésary to go to the image
processing terminal 1 installed at a fixed position and to
peruse the image data. In the invention, therefore, here Will
not be positively mentioned the mode in which the image data.
are transmitted from the mobile terminal 5 through the server
3 to the image processipg terminal 1. However, the mode of
the transmission of the image data frofn one mobile terminal

to another will be mentioned because the transmission uses the
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image data which has been generated by the image processing
terminal 1 and inputted, as described above.
[0059].

Fig. 2 shows a system;construction for practicing fhe
.invention. |
Construction of Image Procéssing'Terminal

The image processing ﬁerminal 1 is constructed to
include: a camera 6 as meahs for generating the'image data
containing the image data_of_an object; control means 7; a
monitor 8 as display m.eans;l ahd a printer 9 as'printing means.
Further included are communication means 10 for connecting the
‘communication network 2 with the server 3, and storage meané
11 for storipg'the'varioué data.processed.at the control means
7. The storage means 11 is stored with not only various message
data or frame data but,also the various data butputted from
the server 3. 1In the shown image processing terminal 1, there
are shown two cameras 6 and two monitors 8, the numbers,and
kinds of whigh are hot asked in_the invention. The image
processing terminal 1 is provided with infrared or wiieless
transmission control means 16 of IrDA or Bluetooth; by which
it ig enabled to transfer the image data with the mobilé
terminal 5 or another external terminal 24. The éamera 6 is
also provided with a function tb take not only a still image
but amotion .image (AVl) r SO that it can aléo transmit the motion

image or the image data containing the motion image; The

3
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control means_? has not oniy'.-a function to download the frame
data or the character data from the server but also a function
to regenerate the download such as MP3, ATRAC3 or TWIN-VQ. The
image processing terminal 1 is further previded with input
means 22 whieh is used .fo_r inputting letters, drawings or
messeges and for inputting personal data or authentication data |
when a member is to be registered.
[0060] | |
Coﬁstruction of Servet |

The server 3'is_ mainly constrﬁcted to include: a WEB
server 12; an image database 13; a member database 26; control
‘means 14 for processiﬁg -the various data; and communi_cation
means 15 for connecting..with the imacje proce’ssing terminal 1
throﬁéh the communication network 2 or with the mo'bile.term_i'nal'
5 through the carrier communication network. 4. On the other
- hand, the server is estimated to 1nvolve not only the server.: |
3 or the manager of the present serv1ces but also a contents
server 27 for servicing the various data such as motion images_
- ormusics tobe synthesized with the imége data. .The WEB server
12 is assigned for managements/administrations of services on
the bulletin boards, the contests or the home pages stored in
the WEB pages, and the image database 13 is given .not'. only a
function to make/retrieve/update the albu:ﬁs for storing the
image data but also a function to store)retrieve the various

data on the motion images / the voices / the musics. The member
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database 26 is given a function to manage/;:egi_s_ter/update the
member data and the personal data of the user. As the albums,
there are involved in_ ‘the invention: mail albums for
temporarily storing the image data transmitted (generally,
mails with images); keep albums for temporarily storing the
image data generated at the image processing . termlnal 1, and
long-term albums including private albums, open albm‘ns and
group albums for moving the image data, as stored in_ those |
tempor.arﬁlz albums, and for storing them for a long term. In
addition, the image data generated at the image processing
terminal 1 cannot be displayed, as they are, in a monitor 17
of the mobile terminal 5 in the least because of their capacity
or resolution. On the basis of the data on the kind of the
terminal , .as transmitted from tne carrier of the mobile
terminal 5, therefore, it is performe'd by the aforementioned
‘control means 14 to discriminate and determine that k'ind of
the image data which is suited for the distribution. In the
image.database 13, there are stored the frame data or the
character data, as downloaded from the various contents server
27 to the image processing..terminal 1 or the mobile terminai
5, and the data on the motion images / the musics / the voices.
[0061] |
Construction of Mobile Terminal

The mobile terminal 5 ordinar_iiy means the mobile

telephone or PDA, which corresponds to the WEB managed by the
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carriers of NTT DOCOMO, for exampie. The mobile terminal 5
is mainly constructed to inélude: a monitor 17 for displaying
the image data; input means 18 capéble.of inputting messages
or authentication data; control means 19 for proCessing.the
input data} and communicationlnéans 20 for making it possible
to communicate with the server 3 .through the carrier
communication network 4. The mobile térmiﬁal 5 is further
provided with sforage méans 21 for.storing the image data or
the like outpﬁtfed from the server 3._‘Moreover; the_mbbilé
terminal 5 is provided with infrared or-wirelesé transmission
control means 23 of IrDA or Bluetooth for.maﬁing it possible
.totransfertheimagedatanotonlybétweenthenwbileterminalﬁ
5 and the-imagelprdcessing terminal 1 but also between the
mobile terminals_br between the mobile terminal 5 énd fhe
external termina; 24,
[0062] |
Here will be described the individual steps for

practicing the invention. | |
Transmission/Reception of Image Data

"Fig. 4 is a flow chart of the main program of the image
processing terminal 1. In the invention, as the action
procedures of the case in which the image data génerated at
the image processing terminal 1 are transmitted, there are
three patterns of: the case in which the image data are utilized

by the "new" user; the case in which the user is the already
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"registered" person and in which the image data (or a mail with
images) have arrived at the user from another person; and the
case in which the user is "registered" and in which the image
data have not arrived yet at the user from another. In the
invention, for the transmissibn/reception of the image data;
the user is not alway$ 6bliged to acquire the authentication
data. In the practical embodiment, however, it seems. that the
user to receive services is requestedl to acquire fhe
authentication  data  from the  standpoints __fér
acdounting/charging the services or - the for
manaéing/protecting the personal data of the user. In_the
description _6f thé embodiment reléting to  the
transmission/reception of the image data, therefore, here will.
be described accordinlg to the practice the case which prém_ises _
the input of the authentication data. 1In the practical
embodiment of the invention: there are present on the side of
 the image prqcessing terminal 1 a "new" user or an registered
user and a :"registered" user capable of generating and
transmitting/receiving the image data; aﬁd'fhere are on the
side of the mobile terminal 5 a "free member"” capabl.e'of holding-
the keep alqu for-storing_the image data of the user, as
generated at the image processing terminal, and a "téll member"
capable of holding the mail album for storing for a long term
either the generated image data the received image data, and

the members are individually requested to acquire the
_
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authentication | data  for receiving the separate
authentications. The "free member" _and the "toll member" at
the mobile terminal will be described hereinafter. Here will
be exclusively described the "new"” user and the "registere.d"
user at the image processing"terminal. The "new" user means "
the user which receives the _aforementioned generation and
transmission/reception of the imagel_ dat.a at first and which
has not acquired yet the authentication data making the
services possible. The "registered"' user ineans the user who
has receiﬁed the services and who has airea-c_ly acquired the
authentication data for receiving the services. When the
~image pr.oce.ssing_ terminal 1- is brought into its _ueable state
by inserting a coin into an accounting unit .'25 of the image
processin_g termi.nal 1, it is autometicaily connected with the
'serirer 3 so that a main menu (100) for selecting the_ "new" user
or the "registered" user is displayed in the display means 8.
Here will be described the processing flow of fhe case in which.
the transmitter to manipuiate the image processing terminal
1 is the "new" user.
[0063]

First qf all, here will be described the processings of
the case of fhe user who uses the aforementioned eervices at
first but hae not acquired the authentication data yet. In
this case, in the main menu (100), the ectilons are proceeded

along the flow chart of "new" in Fig. 4 by clicking the "new"
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icon with an input pen or the like belonging to the input means
22. On the other hand, Fig. 5 is a flow chart showing the
proceSsing flows of t’he."neW"..case at the image processing
terminal 1 and at the server 3. ~In the "new" case, there is
' no image data to be transmitted to friends or bulletin boards, Ny
so that the image data for theltrahsmission have to be generate_d
at first. First of all, when the "new" icon is clicked and
selected fro_m the main menu "(1'00) dispiayed in the dispiay means
8, there is displayed a sereen (101) foi: exp_iaining the usin'g
procedures or the like. When 'thils s'tep.is 'ended; there is
displayed a screen (102) for urging the photographing and the
scribbling of letters/drawings . Therefor_e, the image data are
generated. by acquiring the photographic data with the camera
6 and by scribbling the letters and drawihgs over the
photographi_c data with the input means'22; When-t.he oeneration
of the image data is ended, the next action is to acqu_ire the
authentication data, and there. is displayed a screen (103) for
urging the inputting of the personal'data.' 'When the personal
data are inputted by using the input means 22, therefore, there
'is then displayed a screen (104) for inputting hobbies, which .
are also inputted by the input means 22. ‘When the :anuttlng
of the photograph and the personal data is thus ended, there
is given the keep album for storing the generated image data,
and a-screen (105) therefor is displayed. As shown in Fig.

5, the authentication data of the user are given by inputting
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the aforementioned péfsonal data, so that the keei:: album is
given by the auth'enti'cation. Subsequently, the step at and
after C of Fig. 4, that i.s, after the generated image data are
printed by the printing means 9, as shown in Fig. 8, there is
displayed a screen 601 for urging the selection of the receiver’
or the tranémission destination. If an "indiwfidual"icor; is
selected, there is displayed a screen (604) for urging the
inputting of the address .and ID of the receiver or .the
transmissioﬁ destination. If this is inputted by using the
input méans 22, therefore, the aforementioned image-da'ta are -
transmitted/stored in- the mail album of the receiver or the
transmission destination. Here, thé image data in the
invention are characterized as the "mail with the .image"._ As
~described abdvé, it is possible, if desired, to include (Claim
10): the step of inputting the additional"dé-éa such as the
letters or dr.awings, the message data or the hobby data'1-:o_ thé
taken photo'graph data .of the. transmitter by the input means
22 included; and the step of synthesizing the photograph data
with the frame data read from the storage means 11 or the various
frame data downloaded from the server 3 or the contents server
27, by the synthesizing means included in the control means
7. When the input means 22 is a liquid crystal ménitor_with
a digitizer, the letters/drawings are inputted by using an
input pen on :the desired coordinates of the photograph data,

and the message data or frame data, as read from a ROM or SDRAM,
-
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or the various frame data, as downloaded from the server 3 or
the contents server 27, are inputted by clicking the
coordinates dieplaying_ them with the input pen. Moreover, thel '
image data can be made (Claim 11) the motien irhages by making
the camera 6 correspond. to the motion images (AV1), and the.
image data can be made (Claim 12) tnose with the musical data
or the voice data by downloading and.regenerating_ the veice--
data such. ae MP3, ATRAC3 TWIN-VQ from tne_ server. The
transmitter can also print the generated image data, after_.
tr.ansmitted,' by the printing means 9. After lthis, the
transmitter can contribute the generated image data-to the
bulletin board by himself or herself, as will be described
hereinafter.

[0064]

When the individnal generates tj'nesimage'data and acquires .
the authenticat'ion data to become "registered", the keep albunl
corresponding to the individual is generated in the J.mage data
base 13 of the server 3. The keep album is the album for storing
the image data which were generated with the image processing.
terminal 1 | by the individual, as has been described
hereinbefore. As the result that the user became "registered”
and transmitted the generated image data to the friends or the
contributors of the bulletin board, when the ima-ge' data are
transmitted or returned from the friends. or the bulletin board

contributors, there is generated not: only the aforementioned
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keep album but also fhe maii album. This mail album is the
album for storing the image data transmittéd from others.
Subséquent to the main menu (100), the mail album (204) is
outputted/displayed frbm.the'server, when the image data are
trénsmitted from othe:s, and the keep album (301) is
outputfed/displayed-from the server when the image data are
not'tfansmitted from others.

[0065]

' Here, in order that the_image.data generated and stored
at the image prdcessing terminal 1 may be perused at the mobile
terminal 5, the receiver for manipulating the mobile terminal
:5hasix>bethé"freenember"havingacquiredtheauthentication
data. Fig. 9 is a flow chart of the main program of the' mobile
terminal 5, gnd Fig. 10 is a flow chart showing the processing
flows of the mobile terminal 5 and the_serﬁer_B'of the case
in which the authentication data are to be écqﬁired from the.
mobile tefminal 5. First of all, when the mébile terminal 5.
is turned ONjahd connected with the server 3, the main menu
is displayed in the monitor 17. If an "registér member" icon
(401) is selected from the menu screen, thére is displayed a
screen (462) .for urging the inputting of the péi:s(mal da.ta sucﬁ
as nickname and password, and sex, date of birth; hobby and
occupation, and these personal data are inputted by the input
means 18. When these personal data are.inputted, the profile

registration is made by the server 3, and there is displayed.

3
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a screen (403) indicating that the registraticn_ was completed.

When the user ‘thus acquires the status of the "free member"
given the authentication data, the mainmenu is again displayed
on the screen, from which the "page of members" is selected.

Then, there is displayed a screen (501) for urging the inputting
of the acquired authentication data, and.this inputting is done.
Subsequently, the authentication data inputted at the server
3 are authenticated, and the perusal of the image data is.
allowed if th.e authentication is passed. Thus, in the case
of receiving the services frcm the mobile terminal 5, too, there’
two members of "free members" and "toll members". As shown
in Figs. 9 to 11, the former means the member who can peruse
the keep albi.u_n storing the image data generated at the image
processing terminal 1, and the latter means the member who can
peruse the mail album, .transmit/r'eceive the image data or the
simple WEB mails, hold the long—term album, and apply for or
vote the contest. -in order for the mobile terminal 5 to peruse
the image data which have been transnmitted/ st'ored in the mail
album o.f the receiver or the transmission destination from the
image processing terminal 1 or the transmitter, therefore, the
receiver to manipulate the mobile terminal 5 has to acqnire
the status as the "toll member". The acquirement 'of' the status
of the "toll member"” is conditioned (Claim 19) by acquiring
authentication data different from those-for the "free member".

Alternatively, the acquirement may be conditioned by the
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"agreement to the regulations for the toll member™, as will
be described hereinafter. On the other hand, the ranges of
services to be given to the "freé member"” and the "toll member"” |
are not limited to those of the aforementioned embodiment.
[0066]

When the image data generated at the image procesaing
terminal 1 as the transmitter.are thus transmitted/stored, they
arettransmitted through the following steps to the mobile
terminal 5 owned by the receiVer.. First of all, if the mobile
terminal 5 is turned ON and connected with the servelr, ae shown
in Fig. 9, the kind of the.image data suited for the distribution
'is determined by discriminating the kind of the mobile terminal
5. Subsequently, the tpp'page is displaYed to urge to select
the menu. 'From the menu, therefore, the "anthentication"' icon-
.ie elicked and selected. Next, there'is displayed the screen
(501) for urging the inputting the authentication.data, which'
are inputted by using the input.ﬁeans 18. When the inputting
of the authentication data-is thus completed to pass the
authentication, the top page screen of the toll member menu
is displayed (i.e., the ecreen "Hallow ! Mr. 'fARO 17), as shown
inFig. 18. Ifthe "mail album" icon is clicked, themail albums
of the receiver are read out sequentially of the arrivals, and
the image data stored therein are outputted in the mode suited
for the mobile terminal 5 and displayed in the Inonitor 17. The

top page of the mobile terminal 5 in the case of the "toll
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member" is estimated by the invention to adbpt not only the

'scr_een (7_01) shown in the embodiment of Fig. 12 but also the

"TOP" screen shown in Fig. 19, but these screens are not.

limitative. If the top p.agé of Fig. 12 is adopted, the "album
manipulation” icon is clicked and selected from the top page
screen (701) so that a screen of the "album manj_.pulation" (702)
1s displayed. If the "peruse/edit"™ icon is clicked and
selectéd, as shown in Fig. '14, therefor'e,. it is confirmed
whether or not the album exists,. and it is urged.to select the

mail album and the keep album. By selecting the mail album,

therefore, the mail album of the receiver is read out so that

the internal_ly held 'image data are outputted in a mode suited

for the mobile terminal 5. When the image data to be perused

are to be selected, the URL is attached (Claim 13) to the

individual image data and is clicked to output the image data. |

Thus, it is possible to elirﬁinate the troubles, as might
otherwise be Einvolved by manipulating the key button at each
time. 1In the ;shown embodiment, there are .attached to the iinage
data in the mail album the ID of the trar;smit’ter together with
the date and time of the transmission, which are displayed
sequentially of the arrivals, but the invention should not
always be limited thereto. On the other hand, here will be
briefly described the discriminations/determinations of the
image data which are suited for the kind of the mobi;l.e terminal

5. The contents are absolutely different in: the image data
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of high resolution genei:ated 'aﬁ the.image processing terminal
1; the image data capable of being displayed in the mobile
terminal; and even in the same mobile términal; the image data
of the mobil_e- terminals of the color. i-mage type, the binary
image type and the gray scale (of four gradations) type.'
Therefore,  the se.rveJ_: 3 and the image processing terminal 1
have to be associéted to adjust and determine the image da_ta
which are suited for the uSed mobile terminal. When the image .
data are gen_eratéd, mdre specifically, the image data of at
least the aforeméntioned thre.e typés are generate_d‘at the image

processing terminal 1, ‘and the server 3

'discriminates/determines the image data which are suited for

the mobile terminal 5 owned by the receiver,- from the
aforementioned three tYpes on the bésis of .the data Which have
been received from the carrier/data center of the relay _mobile
terminal 5.

[0067]

In the afo'rementiohed embod_;f.ment) on the other hand, .the-
flows of the traﬁsmission/ reception of the image data continué,
in Fig. 4, from the step of the "new" screen (101) to the screen
(102) of "photograph/scribble" for urging the inputting of the
personal data, through the step of the screen (103) of "input
persbnal data"” to the stepé after C shown in Fig. 8, i.é., the
steps of a screen (601) for selecting the partner to which the

image data are transmitted, and the screen.(604). As shown .

3

This Sheet Has Been Replaced

L

|l

50




in Fig. 16, however, the flows may be modified as follows.
Subsequent fo the screen (101) of "new", there is provided the
step (or the screen 103 of Fig. 4) of ufging the inputting tﬂe
"nickname/sex" or a.portion of the persoﬁal data. Then,
subsequent to the.step (or the screens 601 and 604 in Fig. 8)
of selecting the partner to which the image data are to be
transmitted,theflowscontinuethroughthestép kn:thescreen_
102 in Fig. 4i of the "photograph/écribble" for urging the
gene:ation of the'image data to the tranémission step of the .
image data. The order of these steps should not be limited
to Ehe shown one.

[0068]

Here will be described the case (Claim 2) in;which.there
ére the image déta which are.transmitted from others. Fig.
6 ié a flow chart shbwing the processing fléws of the image
processing terﬁinal 1 and the server 3 of that case. 'If thé
"regiStered.user" icon-is clicked and selected from the main
‘menu (100), there is displayéd'a'screen (201) for urging the
inputting the authentication data such as the ID or paSéwordl
in the display means 8. When the authentication'daté ate
inputted; the mail albuﬁ stored with the image data transmitted -
to the transmitted to the is read from the image database 13
of the server 3 and is outputted/displayed in the display means
8. At this time, there is additioﬁélly made a display

informing the presence/absence and number of the image data
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transmitted. Next, there is made a display which urges rhe
selection.of the receiver or .the return destination, which is.
then selected. Here, thi.s selection s.creen may display the
image data transmitter in a list form or may display their
titles in a lisi_: so that the image data may be sequentially :
read out by clicking. the titles individually. When the
receiver or the return destination is selected there is
dlsplayed the screen for urglng the generation of the image
- data to be returned Therefore, the photograph is ta‘ken_w:.th
the camera 6 belonging to the image processing terminal 1, and -
~the input means 22 is used to wrlte the letters/draw1ngs or
to add suitable messages selectlvely (202 to 206) When the
image data are thus completed, they are stored the mail album |
of the receiver or the return destination selected.
[0069] |

For rhe receiver to manipulalte the mobile termihal‘ 5,
on the other hand,_ ‘the image data are distributed'through the
steps similar to the aforementioned ones to the mobile terminal
5. When the mobile terminal 5 is turned ON and colnnected with
the server, more specifically, its kind is discrimiﬁated to
determine the kind of the image data suited for the distribution.
Subsequently, the main menu is displayed to urge the selection
of the menu,.__and the "authentication" icon is selected. Next,
there is displayed the screen (501) uréing the inputting of

the authentication data, which are inputted by using the input
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means 18. When the ihputting of the authentication data is
thus completed to paSs the authentication, .the mail album
stored with the image data transmitted to the receiver is read
out either bf clicking the "mail album" icon froin the top page _
of the toll member menu of the_ embodiment of Fig; 18 or by
clicking the "peruse/edit™ icon from the "album manipulation"
screen (702) of the embodiment of Fig 12, as hae been described
hereinbefore. As a result, the 1mage data stored. thereln are
outputted as the image data suited for the mobile terminal 5
and are displayed in the mohit_or 17. The reeeiver is enabled
to peruse the desired image data stored in the mail album, by
"clicking the URL of each image data, the ID of the di_splayed
transmitter, or the title, as has been described hereinbefore.
In the embodi_ment' of the invention, on the other hand, it is
necessary for peruse the meb_ile terminal 5 or the 'receiver to
peruse the transmitted image data, that the user_is the. "toll
member"”, as.has been described hereinbefore.

[0070]

In the embodiment thus far described, too, the processing
flow (202 to 207) shown in Fig. 4 or 6 may be modified to such
one shown in Fig. 16 that the step of urging the selection of
the receiver or the transmission destination comes.after the
"photographing/scribbling step of urging the generation of the
image data. In the foregoing embodiment, the transmitter'.to

manipulate the image processing terminal is the registered uSe:_:
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having used the present éervices in the past, and the personal
data such -as "nickname and sex" have already been
sfored/fegistered-ih the server so that the step of inputting
them is not required.

[0071]

Here wili be described the case (Claim 3) in ﬁhich the
image data transmitted from others are not in the foregoing
case. Fig;_7 is a flow chart showing the processing'fiows of
the image pquessiﬁg terminal 1 and the server 3 of that case.
When the trapsmitter to manipulate the image processing
terminal 1 is'alreédy "registered"” and when there is ﬁo
transmission of the image data from.otheré, subsequent to the
"display of the screen informing thelprésence/absence and the-
number of the :Lmage data transmltted from the main menu (100) r
not the mail album of the transmltter but the keep album of-
the transm:l.tter. is displayed in the screen of the display means
8, and there is made the display (301) indicating that the imagé
data are not transmittéd- Subsequently, there is display a
screen (302) which urges the generation of the image data, and
the image data are generated by taking a photogréph with the
camera 6 and by inputting lettefs/drawings with the input means
22. When the image data are thus completed, they ére stored
in the keep album, and there is displayed the séreen (601) whi;:h :
urges the selectidn either the "bulletin board mail"™ or the

"personal mail", as indicated at C in Fig. 4, i.e., after C

3
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iﬁ Fig. 8. When the "personal main" iéon ils clicked, therefore,
there is displayed the screen (604) which urges the selef:tion
of the reéeiver or the transmission destination. By inputting
the.ID and password or the address of the receiver with the
input means 22, therefore, the generated imége data are stored.”
in the mail album of the receiver or the transmiséion
destination. Here, the generated image data can be printed
the printing méans 9 included. |
[0072]

For the re'ceive.r' owning the ;nobile tér;ninal 5, on thé
other hand, the kind of the image data | suited for thé'
distribution is determined like before by discriminating the
kind of the mobile terminai 5. Then, themail albﬁxﬁ for stor_ing
the image'data sent to the receiver is read out, and the image
data. stored.therein are outputted in a perusable manner and
displayed in the monitor 17. At this time, like before, it
-is desired that the URL is attached (Claim 13) to the image
data so that the image data can be outputted by cliéking the
URL.: In the embodiment of the invention, the ID of each
transmitter and the date of transmission are displa.yed like
before in the arrival order for each image data so that the
correspondi_ng image' data are outputted by clicking tﬁe desired
transmitter ID.
{0073] |

In the aforementioned embodiment, the processing flows
/_ . N !
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of Fig. 7 continue after thé dis'play (301) of the screen
indicating no transmission of the imége data, through the step
of the "photograph/ééribble" screen' (302) urging the
generation of the image data, to the screens (601) and (604)
which urge the selection of the transmission destination, as
shown in Fig. 8. As shown in Fig. 16, however, the flows at
. and after thg display of the screen (301) irldicating no
tr'ansmis.sionlof thé image data cén contin_ue, after the step
(i.e., the screens 601 and 604 of Fig.'_ 8) of urging the selection |
of the partner to which the image dafa are transmitted, to the
process:.ng of the "photograph/scrlbble" step (i.e., the screen
" 302 of Fig. 7) of urging the generation of the image data. The
order of those steps should not be limited to the shown one.
[0074] |

Here will be described the case (Claim 4) in which the
image data are selected from the mobile terminal 5 owned by
the rransmitter and are transmitted to the mobile terminal 5a
~or 5b dwned by the receiver. Fér the tréhsmitter owning the
mobile term_inai 5, when the power is turned ON to make the
connection with the server 3, as described hereinbefore, ‘the
kind of the mobile terminal 5 is discriminated at first, and
the kind of the image data suited for the distr:'rbution is
determined. Next, there is outputted/displayed themail album
which is stored with the image dat;a. transmitted to the

transmitter and from which there is displayed the screen for

A
3
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arging the selection of the receiver or the return destination.
When the receiver or'the return«destlnatlon.ls selected, there_
is then read out the keep album which is stored.w1th the image
data generated at the image processing terminal 1 by the.
transmitter, and.the keep albunlis oﬁtputted/displayed in the |
monitor 17 to dlsplay the screen urging the selection of the
1mage data used in the return. When the selections of the
: receiver or the transmission destination and the image data
~used in the return are finished, the image data are.stored in
the mail albﬁin of the receiver. For the selection of the iinage
data from the mail album or the keep album, the capacity of
the mobile terminal 5 and the performances of the monitor 17
are considered. It is desired that the image data in those
albums are sequentially.qutputted/displayed by.displajing
them in the list of the URL or the title and by clicking them;
[0075] |

For the receiver owning the mobi;e terminal 5a or 5b,
on the other hand, there is determined the kind of the image
data which are suited for the mobile terminal 5a or 5b. Next,
by selecting.the "peruse/edit" from the top page of the toll
member menu in the case of the embodiment of Fig. 18 and from
the "album ﬁanipulation" screen (702) in the caae of the
embodiment of Fig. 12, the mail album of the receiver is read
out, and the corresponding image data are outputted/displayed

by clicking the URL of each image data and the ID of the
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transmitter. In the embOdimént of the invention, there is not
included the étep of genérai:in’g the image data at the imagé
processiﬁg terminal 1, biit_ the transmitter and the receiver
are the users for manipulating the mobile terminal. In the
ﬁractical embodiment, therefore, the_re is retain the status
of the "toll member" on the side of the mobile terminal, as
has been described hereinbefqre. | .

.[0076]

Here will be déscribed the case in which the image data
are transmi.tted from others to the image data contributed to
the bulletin.board b.y. the ;:ontributér. ' The bulletin board is
the services given at the serx}er 3, and the bulletin board_
contributor in the invention lis positioned as the person who
has contributed the personal image data. The trénsmissi.on.of
the image data from others lto the céntributed imagle aata can
be effected by the 'imége data of the transmitter if the'
transmitter manipulates fhe image processing terminal 1. Wheﬁ
the bulletin board contributor manipulates the mobile terminal
5.’ however, what can be transmitted is the mail of only letters
.without any image data. The iﬁvention has a main object to
transmit/receive the image data (i.e., themail with the image) .
Thefefore, there is positively omitted the mention o.f the mode
of the case in which the mobile terminal 5 is manipulated by
the transmittér capable of transmitting only the letter mail.

For the transmission of the image data generated at the image
I —
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‘processing terminal 1 to the bulletin board contributor or the

contribution to the bulletin board, in order to reduce the
troubles of the user, as caused by generating the image data
newly at the image processing terminal 1, or to lighten the

burden of the cost, it is possible in the practical embodiment,

as shown in Fig. 4, to transinit the image data to the individuals

such as. the bulletin board contributor or friends subsequently
after the transmitter 'transnlitted the image data to the
receiver- or the transmissien destination. It is also
desirable that the image data can be co_ntributed to the bulletin

boarder. According to the practical embodiment, here will be

‘separately described ‘the case in which the bulletin board

contributor is the image processing terminal and the case in
which the same is the mobile terminal.
[0077]

First of the two,.here‘will be described the case (Claim
5) in which the bulletin boardlcontributor manipulates the
image processing terminal 1. The image processing terminal
1 manipulated‘ﬁy the bulletin board contributor has passed,
at the step up to C of Fig. 4, through the step (102, 205 or
302 in Fig. 4) of urging the generation of the image data, so
that the image data have already been generated according to
that instruction. However, this accords to the practical
embodiment, as has been described, so that the step of

generating (or "photographing/scribbling”) the image data can
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be made independent for contributing to the bulletin boardL
As shown in Fig. 8, at the step just before the processings
are ended, there is then displayed a screen (605) for urging
whether or not the open bulletin board is desired. TIf the
"desire” icon is clicked and selected, the notice is posted
to the bulletin board of the selected hobby or genre.. At the
it is possible to select the kind of bulletin which is not
desired to e publicly noticed. Thus, the image data are
generated and.are transmitted/contributed to the selected
bulletin boardf Then, the generated.image data are stored in”
the desired bnlle_tin board and are publicly noticed. When the
‘image data are transmitted from.others to the contributor, on
the other hand, the authentication.data are'inputted (201),_'
as shown in.Fig; 4, and the mail'album for storing the image
data transmitted to the contributor is read out (202), sO'that o
the internal image data are contributably outputted/displayed
in the display means 8.

[0078]

For the transmitter to manipulate the image prOcessing-
terminal la or 1b, on the other hand, the wvarious bulletin
boards are read out separately on the hobbies and genres and
are contributably outputted. From these, there are.displayed
screens (602) and (603) which urge the selection of the bulletin
board contributor desiring the transmission of the image data.

Thus, this selection is made by clicking the image of the
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desired bulletin board contributor separately of fhe hobbies
and the genfes. At the step up to C of Fig. 4, the image data
have already been'genefated so fhat the image:data'are
transmitted/stored in the mail albuﬁ of the bulletin.board
contributor selected. In order to lighten the burden on the
.user, as has been described hereinbefore, the image data
génerated at the stép (102, 205 or 302 in Fig. 4) up to C of
Fig. 4 can be tranémitted to the contributor of the bulletin
board at the step at and-after C of Fig: 4, i.e., at thé step
at or after the screen. (601) urging the éelection of the
selection of the parther of the transmission, as shown in Fig.
8. Therefore, the step of preparing the independent imagé data
fo be transmitted to the bulletin.board contributor is absent
but can.naturélly'be independently provided. This is similar'
even at the'i&age processing terminal 1 as thé bulletin board
contributpr.é In the embodiment, the generated image data can
also be contributed to the bulletin.béard;by the contributor.
At this time, the kind of the bulletin board to be left
uncontributed can be designated (606), and the image data are
desired to happen to be transmitted to others. On the other

hand, the mode may be modified to set the time, for which the
image data can be transmitted not only to the.bullétih board
but to the individuals. Here, it is_desirable'that the
bulletin board conéributor can be autoﬁatically selected by

clicking the image data of the bulletin board contributor
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displayed in the screen..
[0079]

In the aforeméhtioned embodiment, the processing flow
'includes_the step (102, 205 or 302 ianig. 4) of urging the
generation of the image data, up to C of Fig. 4. As shown in
Fig. 16, for example, before the "photographing/scribbling"'
step of urging the generation of the image data, there may be
a.step ("partner on bobbies" and "select genre" in Fig; 16)
of urging the selection of the bullétin board.cbntributdr
separately for the hobbies or the genres,' and the order of these
~ steps shouid'not be limited to the shown one.

[0080]

Here will be described thé case (Claim 6) in which the.
bulletin board contributor manil;uiates the mobile teiminai 5.
In this case,.the'bulletin board contributor has.alrgady '
contributed the contributor's own image data to the bulletin
board so that the transmitter observes the déta and transmits .-
the iﬁage data generated at the imége processing ferminal 1.
The transmi;ter to manipulate'the'image prdCessing terminal
1 generates the image data through some step-(102, 205 or 302
in Fig. 4), as shown in Fig. 4, and stores them in the keep
album. When the transmitter finds a bulletin board
contributor, to whom the transmitter wants to transmit the
transmitter's own image data, when transmitfer peruses the

bulletin board at the step after C in Fig. 4, the transmitter
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transmits the generated image daté along the flow of the.
aforementioned screens (602) and (603). After the image data
were geherated at any step of (102), (205) or (302) in Fig.
-4, the various image data of the bulletin board contributors
of different tastes or genres are read out and outputtéd

Afterthlsstep,thescreen(602)and(603)urglngtheselectlon

of the desired bulletin board contributor are dlsplayed By ..
selectlng elpher of the screens, .the ;mage data are
transmitted/stored in the mail album of the desifed.bulletin
board contributor selected. After the image data were thus

transmitted to the mail album of the'selected bulletin board

" contributor, they can also be contributed to the bulietin

board.
[0081]

On the other hand, the bulletin board contributor owning
the mobiie terminal 5 connects the mobile terminal 5 with the
server, as shown in Fig. 9, and the kind of the image data suited
for the dist;ibution is detefminedﬁby discriminatiﬁg_the.kind
of the terminal. Subsequént to this step, the authentication
(501) is passéd.by inputting the authentication data. In the
case of embodiment of Fig. 18, the top page of the toll member
menu is displayed, and the icon of the mail album ié clicked.
In the case of the embodlment of Fig. 12, the "peruse/edit"
.1con is clicked from the top page screen (701) through the

"album manipulation™ screen (702). Then, the transmitter
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lists for the.URL of the individual image déta ahd eaéh
transmitter ID are dispiaYe_d in the arrival order, as described
hereinbefore. By élicking the desired URL 6r the like,
therefore, Ithe ~corresponding image data are perusably '
outputted.in'the:monitor 17 so that the image data transmitted.
from the image processing terminal 1 as the transmitter to the-
bulletin board contributor can be perused.

[0082]

Here will be described the case.(CLaim 7) in which a
contgét appliéant applies for a cdntest frém ﬁhe applicant's
own mobile terminal 5 whereas a contest voter votes for the_'
cdntest from the voter's mobilé ferminal 5a or 5b. For the -
use of the contest, the "popularity contest™ icon is clicked
‘and selected like befofe from the "toll menu” séreen (701). of
Fig. 12 through the step (i.e., tﬁe my menu registration in
Fig. 9) for the "toll member” of Fig. 9. ' For the mobile terminal
5 owned by the contést applicant, the kind of the image data
suited for .the .distribution is determined aﬁ first by
discriminating the.kind of that terminal. NeXt, the vérious
contests are read out and are perusably outputted. There is
displayed a screen which urges the selection of the-contesf
desired to apply for. When the kind 6f the contest ié selected
according to the instruction, the keep élbum of the contest
applicant is then perusably read out, aﬁd there is displayed

a screen which urges the selection of the image data to be

This Sheet Has Been Replaced -

BT




applied for -the contest. When the image data selected from
. the screen, they are transmitted to and stored in the desired
contest. If there is a:mail.which.has been transmitted to the
contest aﬁplicant, on the other hand, it is traﬁsmitted.to the
address of the contest applicant. For the selection Qf_the
image data, in view'of the abilities of the mobile ﬁermiﬁal,

as described hereinbefore, it is desired that the image data
in the keep album are displayed in a list of titles or URL,.
| whiéh are élicked by the simple kéying manipulétion so that
thé correspbnding image  data are read out and outpufted{
Likewise, fo; the selection of the kind of.the céntest, it is
'desired to display the titles for the indiﬁidual contests.

[0083]

For the mobile terminal 5a or 5b owned by the contqst.
~ voter, on the other hand, by discrimiﬂating the kind of the
terminal like before, the kind of the image data suited for
the distribution is determined at firét,-énd the varioﬁs
contests are;thén read out and-are perusably.outputted.to the
monitor 17. Subsequently,'there is displayed a screen which
urges the selection of the contest épplicant deSiringlthe
voting, so that the selection is made by élicking the imége
or identifigr of the desiring contest'applicant. -When.the
contest applicant is selected, there is then displayed a screen
which urges the generation of a maii addreséed to the content

applicant. Therefore, that mail is generated by the input

3
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- means 18 corresponding to the keys of the mobile terminal Sa

or 5b. When the contest applicant is thus selected to generate
themail, thismain is transmitted to the address of the contest
applicant. On the othef hand, the results of the contest are
collected, and their data aré outputted and displayed at the
mobile terminal. For the image data and the contest; it is
‘desired that they are displayed in terms of the titles_ or URL,
as deséribe'd-. hérei_nbeforé, so that their content majr be
outputted by clicking the titles or URL. |
[0084] | |

Here will be described the case (Claim 8) in which the
'tfansmitter to manipulate the image pi:ocessing terminal 1
generates a home page containing the transmitter's image data
and oﬁtputs it to the receiver owning the mobile terminal 5.
The tfansmitter to rhanipulate the image processing.terminal
1 is urged to: select the template for the home page, which is
read out from the storage means 11 .of the image processing |
terminai 1 or downloaded from the server 3 or the cohtents
server 27, and selects the desired template by clicking it with
the input pen? of the input means 22. Next, there is displaye-d
a. screen which urges the generation of the :_'L_mage data to be
synthesized with the selected template, and the tr'ansmitter
generates the transmitter's own image data in thé manner
similar to the aforementioned one. Whén the image data are

generated, they are synthesized at a predetermined position
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of the template by synthesiziﬁglneans contained in the control
means 7. The image data are stored with the URL in the server
3 by uploading them. Here, it is desired that the template
for the home page to be downloaded from the server 3 or the
~contents server 27 has the title, icon or URL attached thereto
so that it can be easily.selected by clicking it.

[0085]

For the.recéiver owning the mobile terminal 5, aé shown
in Fig. 9, on the other hand, when the connection is made with
the server 3 from the top menu thiough .the authentication, the
kind of the mobile terminal is discriminated:to'determine.the

“kind of the imagé data éuifed for the distribution. In the
embodiment of Fig. 18, the "mail album" ig thgn clicked fom
the top page_of the toll member menu. In the.embédiment 6f'
Fig. 12, on the other hand, the "peruse/edit" is selected from
the top page screen (701) through the "album manipulationf
screen. Theﬁ, the selected content is stored in the term-ina-ll..
The home page uploaded by the traﬁsmi'tter is read out tégether
with the other image data and is displayed in its URL, ID or
title. By clicking this, therefore, the hqme page of £he
correspondingtranémitterisperusablyoutputted. Here in the
embodiment of the invention, the home page uploadéd by the’
transmitter has the corresponding URL or title attached thereto
and is perusably outputted by clicking.it, but its seiecting

method is not limited thereto.
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[0086]
Easy WEB Mail

In the invention, not by the function ef the server 3
to transmit/receive the image data but by the mail service
function serviced by the carriers of the mobile terminai 5,
the'easy WEB mail cen be transmitted/received between thea
mobile terminals. This is the menu which can belused by the
user as the "toll member", as will be described hereindfter.
When the transmissien of the image data is desired by theieasy
WEB ﬁaii, the "eaey mail™ icon is clicked and selected from
a toll menu (901), as shown in Fig. 15. Next, the later-
described loné—term album _is displayed, and a selection urging
screen (902) is displayed so that the desired albﬁm is selected.
Next, the ipage data stored in the selected'ldng—term album
are outputted/displayed, aﬁd there is displayed a ecreen (903)
which urges the selection of the imege data to be added te the
easymail, If the desired image data are selected, therefore,
.there is dlsplayed.a confirmation screen {904) for confirming
whether or not the image data are to be made into the easy meil,
so that a "YES" icon is clicked. 'Next, there is displaYed a
screen (905) which urges the inputting of the address, title
or message of the receiver or the transmissron destination,_
so that an "OK" icon is clicked. Thus, the completed easy mail

is transmitted to the mobile terminal of the receiver or the

transmission destination.
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[0087]
Acquisitioq_of Authentication Data

The acquisition of the authentication data have already
been deécribed, bﬁt tﬁe.invention has, in the practical
embodimént the acquisition of the authentication data af the
.image processing terminal 1 for the "new" user to become the
"registered user", and the acquisifions of the authentication
data-at.the mpbile'terminal 5 for becominglthe ﬁfree member"
and the ﬁtoll member", as will be deScribed in the following.
First of ali, for the acquisition of the authentication data
attheimageprocessingterminal].forbecomindthe”registered
‘user", the transmitter to manipulate the image processing
terminal 1 is given the authentication data such as the ID or
password to acquire the status of the "registered usér", as
hasbeendescribedhereinbefore,byinputtihgthepersonaldata
such as the name, the nickname, the sex, the age and the hobbies
demanded, with the input means 22 when the’ transmitter
§enerate§ andltransmits the transmittef's own image data at
the image processing terminal 1, as shbwn_in Fig. 5. Neﬁt,
for the acquisition of the authentication data for thel
transmitter/receiver manipulating the mobile ferminal 5 to
become the "free member", the transmitter/receivef is given
the authentication data to acquire fhe status of the
"registered.gser" (403) by accessing to.the server 3 frém‘the

mobile terminal 5 through the carrier communication network
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4,byselecting(401)the"registernembet"iconfromthescreen
of the main menu, and by inputting (402) the personal.. data such
as the nickname, as shown in Fig. 9 or 10.

On the other hahd, the conditions for the
transmitter/receiver manipuléting the mebile terminal 5 to
become the-"toll'memberf are estimated to include: the case
in which the authentication data are acquired by 1nputt1ng the
.varlous personal data as for the "free member”; and the case
in which the status as the "toll member"” is acquired by cllcklng
the "register my menu” icon frotn the "my menu" of the free member
page and by clicking the "agree" icon on the "reguletions"_
'screen, as shown in Fig. 11. Thus, the services provided by
the server 3 and the services previded by the carriers of the
mobile terminal are different in contente so thatl the .
authentication data relating to the “regietet'member" for the:
different tv_we have to be acquired in the Ipractical embodiment .
[0088]

Thﬁs, the authentication data heve to be lacquired E
individually at the image processing terminal.l and at the
| mobile terminal 5. By becoming the "registered ﬁser" at the
image processing terminal 1, however, it is made possible to |
use both the keep album.for storing the geﬁerated image and
the mail album for storing/perusing the image data transmitted
from others. By becoming the "free member" at the mobile

terminal 5, it is made possible to peruse the keep album for
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storing the image data generated at the image processing
terminal 1. . By becoming the "toll member", on the other hand,
it is made possible to vote the contest, to make the easy mail,
to edit the album, as will be described hereinafter, and to
hold the long-term album. .These seivices relate exclusively
to the mobile terminal 5 or the receiving of the image data
excepting the case (Claim'5) in which the bulletin board
contributor is the image processing terminal 1. Therefore,
the acquisition of the status as the "toll member"” is performed
only through the mobile terminal'5."It is, however, possible
to acduire the authentication data of the "toll member" from
the image;processing'terminal 1. 1In the inventibn, this point
is not limited to the case from the mobile terminal 5.
[0089]
Long-Term Album

Here will be described the long-term album (Claim 16)
in the invenfion. As the long-term album for storing the image
data for a 1ong term, in the 1nventlon, there are a private
album, an open album and a group album. For the private album
to allow the perusal thereinto or to store the image data
therein, it is dispensable to input the authentication.data
as the aforementioned "toll member". For the opeﬁ album to’
allow the perusal thereinto or to store the image daea, it is
indispensable to make it unnecessary.either to input the

aforementioned authentication data or to input enly the ID.
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The group albummeans (Cl_aim 17) the simultaneous commﬁnication
type album in which it is indispensébie, for al.l-owing the
‘internal imacjé data to be perused or -stofed, to input the g.roup
authentication data composed of the ID and/or the password
‘common only in a specific grbup. Ordinarily, the pfivate album
is uséd when the only its owner stores the image data for a
long term. The open album is used when it stqres ‘the image
data which may be opened to the ffiends, if reliable . The group
album is used when it stores the comlﬁon image data which a
special groﬁp such as the attendants to a wedd;.ng party de'sires.
to peruse. Here will be. briefly described the actions of the
case (Claim 18) in which thé .long—term album is genérate'd SO
that the image data stored in the temporary album are moved.
to and stored in the long-term album. - Fig. 12 is a flow chart
showing the processing flow of the mobile terminal of i:h'e case._. :
in which the long-term album is newly generated, and _Fig; 13
is a lflow chart showing the processing .flow of the mobile
terminal of the case in which the image ‘data stored in the
temporarily album are moved to and stored in the generated
long-term al}bum. When the mail album or the keep album is the
temporary album for storing the image dat'a_t_einpora_rily, the
transmitter, the receiver or the bulletin board éontributor
owning themobile terminal 5 clicks and selects (701) the "album

manipulation” icon from the toll menu if the owner desires the

movement to and the storage in the long-term album. Then, the
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screen on the album is .dispJ__.ayed, and the "renew" icon is
sé_lected (702) . Subsequently, there is displayed a screen
(703) which urges the inputting the .album name, which is
inputted by using thé input means 18. Next, thére is displayed
a screeﬁ (704) ﬁhich urges the select:i_.on whether the character
of thé long-term aibum to be newly ge_n_erated is "private" or
"opén", which.is inputted with the input means 18. When the _
name and kind of the album are thus inputted, the. 1ong—te1;1a.
album is ne'wiy generated at the server 3.. When the image dafa
to be stored in the témporary ‘album are moved to and si:ored
in the génerated long-termalbum, the "albummanipulation” icon .
.is_ likewise selectéd from the toll menu, and the "stoi:e
photograph" icon is selected (801) from the displayed screen.
.Then, the presence/absence of the temporary album is confirmed
(802) at the _.ser’ver _3. If present, there is then displayed
(803) a screén w.hich urges the selection of the image data
desired for a long-t-erm storage.. If ﬁhe deaired image data
are selected,é they are read out fr_ord the temporary album and
are outputted/displayed in the monitor 17, and there is
displayed (804) a screen for confirming the desire for the
storage. If the "store" icon is cllcked, the long-term album
already owned is dlsplayed in a list, and the desired long-term
album is selected (805). At this time, it is possible to input
(806) the "keyword" for making it possible to retrieve the

stored image data or the "comment" on the contents of the image
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data. When the inpufting of the keyword or_comment is thus
ended( the selected image daté move from the temporary album
to the:desi;ed long-term album so that they are stored (807)
for a long term. |
[0090]
Perusal/Edition of Albums
Intheinvention,thealbumcanbeperusedfromthenmbile
terminal 5, aé has been described hereinbefore_. | The keep album
can be perused even.by-the_"free member”, if it is.stored;with
the member's own image data. In order to peruse the mail album
stored with the image data transmitted from others} however,
the user has to acquiré-the:status as the "toll member". When
the user aéquires the "tc;ll-member" through the afore’mentio_ned
step and when the screen arrives at the output screen of thé:_:
image data from the top page screen, the "edit/delete“‘af the'”
lower portion is selected in the embodiment of Fig; 19. Ini
the embodiment of Fig. 14, on the_othér'hénd, the'"album-'
manipulation™ icon is 'clicked and seleéted,' and..the
';peruse/édit" is selected when the "albummanipulation” screeﬁ
is reached. Next, the 'présence/absence of albums is confirmed,
and, if any, all the albums stored by the user are'displayed
with titles. If the title of the desired.albunlis_clicked.and
selected, the album is read out and is perusably outputted.
In Fig. 14, the "keep album" is selected, and its internal im'ag_e

data are displayed in the separate titles from the server 3.

!
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By clic]ring the desired titie, the image data can be perused.
When the perused image data are to'be edited, on the other hand,
the "delete™ _and "work" icons are di_splayed in the lower portion
ofl the image data. Therefore, the image data can be edited
(Claim 9_) by selecting the "delete" if unne.eded and by selecting
the "work™ if worked, |

[0091]

Prinring

In the invention, the image 'datla gene_ra'ted at the image.

'processing términal can be_. basically printed'out (Claim 20)
on the spot with printed -mean 9. 1In this case, at the step .
of urging the inputting of the printing instruction of the image
data, the printing can be performed by inputting the prin_ting'
instruction. At the srep of. urging the selection of the
printing layout, the printing can also be performed by making
the selection. Here, the printing layout _ha's contents of.
_ selecting the printihg fbrms sﬁc_h a_S-' one fourth, one sixth,
one tenth and rme sixteenth, as shown in .Fig. 17. In the
printing case on the spot, there is displayéd a layout screen
29 in Fig. 17. At the t_ime of selecting the printing layout,
on the other rland, it is a.lrbitrary to input the pergonal data
such as the date of birth or hobbies. |

[0092]
Print Reservation

In the invention, moreover, the image data stored in the
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mail album or the keep album can be reserved for their printing
from the mobi_le terminal 5. As has beendescribed hereinbefore,
the mail album is sto:_:ed With the image data transmitted from
others, and the keep album is stored with the image data
generated by the owner. The transmitter, th_e receiver or the
bulletin board contributor 'to.manipulate the mobile terminal
5 can designate (Claim 14) the print reservation, the favorite'.
‘image data, if any, as transmitted from ethe.ts. or generated
by the_ manipulatot, from the mobile termi_nal 5 when Ithe _
mé.nipulator peruses the.'data at the mobile termiﬁal 5.
Fig. 19 shows an embodiment of the case in which the print
of the image data to be stored in the keep.album is reserved.
In the specific p_rocedute, when the keep album is selected from
the top page of the toll menlber inenu, the image data stored
therein are dlsplayed in the arrival order, and the desired
image data are selected and are outputted to and displayed 1n.
the monitor 17. Then, the "reserve print" icen is di_splayed
in the lower portion of the screen and is clicked to designate
the "reservelprint". In the case of the embodiment of Fig.
12, the "reserve print" can be desigﬁated by selecting the
"album manipulation" screen (702) from the top page screen
(701) and by clieking and selecting the "reserve print"™ icon.
In the invention, there is described only_ the print reservation
from the mobile terminal 5. It is, however, also poseible to

add the reser_{ration data of the print reservation automatically
R
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when the image data are generated and transmitted at the'image
processing terminal 1, or to designate.tﬁe print reservation
by calling the mail album.or the keep album.
.[0093] |

By thus designating the print'reser\}at'ion on the desired
image data from the mobile terminal 5, the resertation data
for the print reservation ere added (Claim 14) to the image
‘data so that they are printed out at the image processing
terminal 1.. For printing out the image data relating'to the
otint reservation, the user having reserved.the print.can
generate new image data _at the .Ei.mage processing terminal 1 and
'cah print out the reserved image data together with the new
image data. In the specific process_ing flow, as shoﬁn in Fi'g.
17, the presence of the print—reserved image data is noticed
in a print processing screen 28, to urge the selection whether
or not the image data are to be printed out together. and the
- "together" ic'on is clicked and seiected. | If there is outputted
'a layout screen 30 which dlsplays the 1mage data indicating
the newly generated image data and the image.data relating the
print reservation, these newly generated image data and the
print reservation image data can be printed out (Cla1n122) by
selecting the desired printing form.
[0094]
Notification of Image ﬁeta-Reception

When the image data are desired, when transmitted, to
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be instantly observed by the receiver or the transmission
destination, it is possible (Claim 23) to notify.the receiver
_or the transmission deétiﬁation quickly of the desire at thé
instant of the transmission of the image data. Eveﬁ if the
image data are transmitted, they are not distributed to the
receiver so long as the receiver or the transmission source
mékes an access to the sexrver 3. When the image data are desired
to be instantly observed as' the special delivery,. the
transmission of the.image daﬁa can be notified to the mobile:
términal 5 owned by the receiver or fhe transﬁission.source.
In the invention, as shown in Figs. 4 and 6, the image data
are generated_at the image processing terminal 1 and are
transmitted to the receiver or the desired transmiséion
dcstination. At the subsequent step, there is displayed the .
screen (207)'asking "Hot line ?" to urge the selection of
whether or not "hot (direct) .line“ . By clicking and selecting.
the “hot_lipe" icon, therefore, the'mobile términal 5 of the
receiver or the transmiésion destination is infcrmed of the
"hot line" zquickly after the transmission. From the
characteristics of the "hot line", it is.nonsense to nofify
the image processing terminal 1, the user of which is unkncwn.
The destination of the notification is only either the receiver
owning the mobile terminal 5 or the bulletin board contributor
owning the mobile terminal 5. In the invention, on the other

hand, it is considered to make a'setting that the effect of

A
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the "hot line", if selected, is continued for several days.
Within this period, the image data are notified, each time they
are transmitted, to the mobile terminal 5 of the receiver or
t.he transmission source. The "hot line" is estimated by
issuing an arrival call_, when the image_ data are transmitted,
| or by dispiaying its message in the monitor 17 of the mobile
terminal 5.
[0095]
Transfer of Image Data between Other .Externa]_.
Terminals.l |

Finally, the inv_entién is estimated (Claim 24) to include
“infrared 6r wireless tré.nsmissio'n cont:_:oi means for
transferring the image déta of the. imac_je processing terminall
1 and the mobile terminal 5 mutually with another external -
terminal 24. This ext.ernal terminal can be ex‘émpiified by a
. small-sized terminal which is provided with traﬁsmission
control means of the same kind as that of aﬁ imagé memofy for
storing the image datalto be transmitted to.the mobile.teminai
5, such as a small-sized terminal for computer games or an image

camera of a wrist watch type. The external terminal 24 is

enabled, by the transmission control means 16 disposed in the

image processing terminal 1, as shown in Fig. 3, or by the
transmission control means 23 disposed in the mobile terminal
5, as shown in Fig. 2, to transfer the image data mutually with

those terminals. As a result, for example, the image data are.

-
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transferred from the external terminal to the image processing
terminal 1.and stored in the album of the server so that the
image data suited for the kind of the terminal can be outputted
to the mobile terminal. Here, the transmission control means
is estimated by the IrDA or the Bluetooth (Claim 25).
[0096]

By the image data distribut_ion method according to the

invention, as has been described hereinbefore, the image data

generated at the image processing terminal can be instantly

transmitted to the mobile terminal. " With the mobile terminal
being owned, therefore, the image data can b_e transmitted to

" anywhere so that the method of the invention is extremely timely

and rich in directivity. It is also possible to read out and

transmit the image data, as generated in the past at the image '

) processing terminal or the mobile terminal, from the album, e

to open them in the bulletin board, to apply for the contest

and to generate the home page, and further to peruse the data'

from any place, to contribute the same or to vote. Therefore,

the communicétions can be held anywhere té share the topics.
Moreofrer, here are prepared a plurality of kinds of albums for
storing the i:mage data, which can be separately used for the
applications: With the transmission cont':rol means being
provided, moreover, the image data can.be exchanged with the
external terminal, and the image data cén be made into motion

images with the music/voice data added. 1In the related art,
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the seals are printed with images and are adhered to seal albums
or the like. 1In the invention, however, the medium for
displaying and storing the image dafa can be changed (to

paperless) ahd.made interactive, by outputting (or printing)
the iﬁage_data to the mobile termiﬁal and.by storing (or
- applying) -the outputted'image data iﬁ-thé image database as
the album. managed by the __server. Oﬁ the othef hand, the image
data in the aibum owned by the user can be rearranged and edited
frorﬁ the mobile ternﬁnal. Sinée the print reservation is made
possible, moreover, the user having'pe:used the image data at
the“mobile terminal is enabled, by designating the print
reservation if the user desires the printing—oﬁt, to priht'the
~desired image data together with the image data generated nev}ly '

some day.

: .
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. An  image data.. diétributing' - method for
transmitting/receiving image . data coﬁtaining at least
photographic data df an object, amOngi-an image processing
ferminal including generatioﬁ means, display means, input
means and print means for the image data; a servér cpnnected
with said image procéssing términal through a communication
network; and a mobile terminal connected with said server
through a carrier communication network, compiising:

for the image processing terminal as a transmitter,

the step of urging the selection of a receiver or a
transmission destination, the.sfep of urging the generation
of the image data to be transmitted to the receiver orithe_
selected transmission destination, and the stép of storin_g Ehe B
generated image data in the mail album of the receiver or the
selected trénsmission destination; ahd |

| for the mbbile terminal as the receiver,

the step of determining the kind .of the image.data suited-
for the distributioh, by discriminating the kindjof the
terminal, the step of reading out the mail album of the receiver
for storing the image data transmitted to the-receiver, and

the step of outputting the image data in the read mail album.

2. An image data distributing method for

"l
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transmitting/receiving image data containing .at least
photographic data of an object, among: an image processing
terminal including generation means, display means, input'
means and print means for the image data; a server connected
with said imaga processing terminal through a communication
network; and a mobile terminal conn_e_t:te'd with said server
" through a 'carrie_r- dommunication network, compri'sing:

for the imaée 'processing-terminal as a transmitter,

the step_of reading out the maii' album of the transmitter
for storing the image data transmit.'ted to the transmitter, the
step of outputting the image data in the tead mail album, the
" step of urg’ing the selection nf a receiver or a transmission
destination or a return destination therefrom, the step of
nrging the genetation'of the image data to be transmitted to.
the receix}er dr the selected transmission destination or. return
destination, and the step of storing the generated image data
in the mail album of the receiver or the selected transmission
destination or return destination; and

for the mobile terminal as the receiver,

the step of determining the kind of the image data suited
for the distribution, by discriminating the kind of the:
terminal, the step of reading out the mail. album of the receiver
for storing the image data transmitted to the receiver, and

the step of outputting the image data in the read mail album.
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3. An image data distributing " method for
transmi.tt_ing/receiving' image data containing at J_.eest
photographic data of an object, among:. an image processing
terminal including generation nieans, display meens, input
means and print means for t_-he image data; a server connected
with said image processing terminal through. a communication
network; and a mobile terminal connected with said server
through a carrier communication network comprising:

for the image processing terminal as a tra_.nsmitter',

the sten of reading .o.u.t_t_he keep album of the transmitter
for storing the image data generated by the transmitter, the.
step of outputting the image data in the read keep alb'um, the
step of ur'ging the new generation of the image data, the step.-
of _urging the selection of a receiver or a transmission
destination of the generated image data, and the step of storing
the generated image data in the mail album of the receiver'or
the selected transmission destination; and _. |

“for the mobile terminal as the receiver,

the step of determining the kind of the image data suited
for the distribution, by discriminating the kind of tne
terminal, the step of reading out the mail album of the receiver
for storing the image data transmitted to the receiver, and

the step of outputting the image data in the read mail album.

4, An image data distributing method for
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transmitting/receiving image data containing at least

photographic data of an object, among: an image proces-sing'
terminal including generation means, display means, input
méans and print means for the image data; a server_connected
with said image protessing terminal through a communication
network; and a mobile terminal connected with said server
through a carrier communication network, comprising:

for the mobile terminal as a transmitter, |

the step of determining the kind of the irtlage data suited
for the dis_tribution, by discriminatihg the kind of the
terminal, the step of reading out the mail album of -. the
transmitter for storing the image data transmitted to the
transmitter, the step of outputting the image data in the read
mail album, the step of urging the selection of a receiver or .
a transmission destination or a return destination therefrom,
the step of ;eading out the keep album of the transmitter for
storing the image data generated by tlie transmitter, the step
of out;;utting the image data in the read keep album, the step
of urging the selection of the image data desired to be
transmitted therefrom, and the step of storing the seiécted
image data in the mail album of the receiver or the selected
transmission destination or return destination; and

for the mobile terminal as the receiver,

the step of determining the kind of the image data suited

for the distribution, by discriminating the kind of the
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terminal, the step of reading out the mail album of the receiver

for stdring.the image data transmitted to the receiver, and -

the step of outputting the image data in the read mail album.’

-5; An image data distributing .method for
transmitting/receiving - image ‘data cbntaining at least
photographlc data of an object, among an image processing
terminal 1nclud1ng generatlon means, dlsplay means, input
means and print means for the image data, a server connected
with said 1mage processing terminal through a communication
network; and a moblle'termlnal connected w1th'sa1d server
'thrnugh a carrier dommunication network, comprisingﬁ

for the image processing terminal as a transmitter,

the step oflurging the generation of tne image data to -
be transmifted to a builetin board contributor, the étep of
reading out various bulletin boards separately for hobbies or
genres, the step of outputting the image data of the bulletin
board cnnttibutor, as opened and posted to the read bulletin
board, the step of urging the selection of the bulletin board
contributor desiring the transmissinn of the image data
therefrom, and the step of storing_the éenerated image data
in the mail album of the selected bulletin board contnibutor;
and

for the image processing terminal as the bulletin board

contributor,
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the step of urging the generation of the image data to
be contributed to the bulletin board, the step of reading out
the varibus.notices separately for the hobbies or genres, the
step of outputting the image data of the bulletin board
contributor, as opened and posted to the read bulletin board,
to urge the selection of the bulletin board desiring the
contribution of the image data therefrom, the step of storing
the contributed image data in the selected bulletin board, the
step of reading out the mail album of the bulletin board
contributor for storing the image data transmitted to the_
"bulletin boa:d contributor, and the step of-oufputting the

image data iﬁ the read mail album.

6. An -image data distribufing method for
transmitting/receiving image data containing at _least
photographic data of.an object, among: an image processing
terminal including generation means, display means, inpﬁt
means and p;int means for the image data; a server connected:
with said image processing termiﬁal through a communication
network; and a mobile terminal connected'with said server
through a carrier communication network, comp;ising:

for the imége processing.terminal as a transmitter,

the step of urging the generation of the image data to
be transmitted to a bulletin board conﬁributor, the step of

reading out various bulletin boards separately for hobbies or
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genres, the step of outputting the image data of the bulletin
board contributér,.as opened and ﬁosted to the read bulletin
board, the step of urging the selection of the bulletin board _
contributor desiring the transmission éf the image data
therefrom, and the step of storihg.the'generated image data
in the mail album of the selected bulletin board contributor;
and |

for the mobile -terminal as. the bulletin board
contributbr, | |

the Step of determining the kind of the image data suited
for the distribution, by discrimiﬁating the kind of the
términal’, the step of reading out the mail album of the bulletin | '
board contributor for storing the image data transmitted to
the bu_lletin board contributor, and the step of .output'tin'g the

‘image data in the read mail album.

7. An ‘image data | distributing l- method: for
transmitting/recéiving ‘image data containing'.at least
photographic‘data of an object, among: ah image processing
terminal including generation means, display means, input
means and print means for the image data; a server connected
with said image processing terﬁinal through a communication
network; and a mobile terminal connected with said server
through a carrier communication netwofk, comprising:

for the mobile terminal as a contest applicant
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the step of determining the kind of the image data suited

for the disfribution, by discriminating the kind of the
terminal, the step of reading out various contests, the step
of outputting the read contests, the step of urging thé'
selection of the contest desired to be applied therefrom, the
| étep of reading _out the,. keep album of the contest -applicant-
for storing the image data generat_ed by the coﬁtesﬁ applicént,
the step of outputting the image data in the read keep album, .
the step of urging the seléction of the imége data to be appli'ed
for the contest therefro'm,'. the sfep of storing the éeléctéd
image data inl.the selected_content;_ and the step of dis"cri_buting_
" the mail, as transmitted to the contest applicant, to the
address of the contest applicant; and

for the mobile ferminal_.as a cont.est voter,’

the step of determining the kind of the image data suited:
for the distribution, by discriminating the kind lof the
terminal, the step of reading out the ira:;ioﬁs contests, the
step of outputting the read contest, the Step' of urging the
selection of the éontest applicant desiring a_.vote therefrom,
the step of urging the genefation of a mail.addressed to the
selected contest applicant, the step of transmitting the
generated mail to the address of the contest applicant, and

the step of totalizing and displaying the results of votes.

8. An image data distributing method for
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transmitting/rece1v1ng image data containing. at least
pnotographic data of an object, among: an image processing
terminal including generation means, dlsplay means, input
means and prlnt means for the image data; a server connected
with said image processing terminal through a communication
network; and a mobile terminal connected with said server
through a carrier communication network, compiising::

for the image processing terminal as a transmitter,

the step of urging the selection of a template for a home
page, the step of urging the generation'or selection of the
image data to be synthesized with the'selected template, the
"~ step of urging an upload of the template to be synthesized with
the generateo or selected image data, and the step of storing
the uploaded template as a home page by attachlng the URL to
the template, and

for the mobile tefminal as the receiver,

the step of determining the kind of the image data suited
for the distribution, by discriminating the kind of the
terminal, the step of reading out the home page corresponding
to said URL oy clicking the URL, and the step of outputting

the read home page.

9. An image data distributing method according to Claims
1 to 6 and Claim 8, comprising: for the image processing

terminal or the mobile terminal as the transmitter or the
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. receiver, or the image processing terminal or the mobile
terminal as the bulletinboard contributor, the step of e'diting,

working or deleting the image data.

10. An image data distributing method-according to Claims
1to?9, wherein said image data comprises: the stsp of inputting
additional data such as letters, drawings and méssages with
input means of each terminal the step of synthes:.z:.ng the same
with synthes:.z:n.ng means; or the step of synthes:|.21ng frame data

stored in each terminal or downloaded from the server.

11, An image data distributing method acicordin’g to Claims
1 to 10, wherein said image data are motion images or contain

motion images.

12. An image data distributing method according to Claims
1 to 11, wherein said image data contain musical data or voice

data.

13. An image data distributing method according to Claims

1 to 12, wherein said image data have the URL attached thereto.

14. An image data distributing method according to Claims

1 to 13, wherein said image data contain reservation data for

print reservations.
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15. An image data distributing method according to Claims
1 to 8, comprising: for the image processing terminal or the
mobile terminal as _the transmitter or the receiver, or the image
processing terminal or the mobile terminal as the bulletin
board contributor, or the mobile terminal as the contest
applicant or the contest voter, the step of urging the 1nputt1ng
authentication data composed of each ID and/or password; and
the step of determining the allowance/inhibition of the
generatiori of an lalbum' or the transmission/reception of the

image data by passing the inputted authentication data.

16. An image data distributing method accordirig to Claims
1 to 7, wherein saidmail album and said keep album are temporary
albums for storing the image data temporarily or long-term

albums for storing the image data for a long term.

17. An image data distributing method according to Claim 16,
wherein said long—term album includes, for perusing or storing
the image data: a private album indis_pensabl_e for inputting
said authentication data; an open album dispensable for
inputting said authentication data. or indispensable for
inputting only the ID; and a group album of a simultaneous
communication type indispensable for.inputting the group

authentication data of the ID and/or password common only in
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a specific group.

18. An image data distribufinglnethod according to Claim 16
or 17, further comprising, when said mail album or keep album.
is the temporary album and when it is desired to move the image
data stored in said temporery album to said long-term album,

for the image processing terminal or the mobile terminal
as- the transmitter or the_receiver, or the image prdcessing
terminal or the mobile terminai ‘as the .bulletin' boe:d
contributor, |

the step of urglng the selection of the image data desired
“to be moved, from the mail album or the keep album; the step
of mo&ing the selected image data to the long—-term album; and

the step of updating the movement .

19. An image data distributing method according te.'Claix-ns
16 to 18, further eomprising, when it. .lis desired to
generate/hold said long-term album,

for the image processing terminal or the mobile terminal
as the transmitter or fhe receiver, or the image processing
terminal or the mobile terminal as the bulletin board
contributor,

the step of urging the inputting of member authentication
data composed of each member ID and/or-member password; and
the step of determining the allowance/inﬁibition of the
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generation/holding of said long-term album by paSsing the

inputted member authentication data.

20. An image data distributing method according to Claims
l-to 3,.Clai115 or 6 and Claim 8, further comprising, when said
generated image data are to be printed,

for the image proCessing terminal as said transmitter
or said receiver, or the image processing terminal ae said
bulletin board contributor,

at least the step of urging.the inputting the printing
instruction of the generated image data; and the step of urging

" the selection of the printing layout.

21. An imeée data distributing method according to Claims
1l to 6, further comprising, l-when the print reservation is made'
on the imageédata stored in said mail album or keep album,

for the mobile terminallas said transmitter or said
receiver, on the nwbiie terminal ‘as said bulletin board
contributor,:

the step of determining the kind of the image data suited
for the .distribution, by discriminating the kind of the
terminal; the step of reading and perusably outputting the
image data to be stored in the mail album or the keep album;
and the step of urging the inputting of the reservation data

for the print reservation on the outputted image daté.
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22 .. An image data distributing method according to Claim 14,
further comprising; when the image ‘data containing the -
reservation data for the print reservation are to be printed,

for the image processing_terminal as said transmitter
or said receiver;_or the image ptocessing terminal as said
bulletin board contributor,

the step of notifying the'presence/absence of the.image
data relating to thé .print reservation, a.t the time of printing
the Himage data newly generated at the image processing
terminal; the step of urging the selection of whether or not
" the image data containing the reservation data of the print
reservation are to be Simultaneously'printed, and the step of

‘urging the selection of the printing layout.

23. An imageldata distributing method according to Clnims“
1tx>6,furthercomprising;whensaidimagédataaretransmittéd,'
the step of notifying the transmission'to tne'mobile'terminal
as the receiver or the mobile terminal as the bulletin board

contributor.

24, An image processing terminal and a mobile terminal
according to Claims 1 to 9, Claim 15 and Claims 18 to 23, wherein
said image processing terminal and said mobile terminal

comprise infrared or wireless transmission control means
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capable of transmitting'the'image data mutually between

themselﬁes and another external terminal.

'25. An image processing terminal and a external terminal
according to Claim 24, wherein said transmission control means

is an IrDA interface or a Bluetooth interface.
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