
Abstract A high purity acetic acid is prepared by reacting  methanol with
carbon monoxide in the presence of a  rhodium catalyst, iodide salts, and
methyl iodide,  wherein an acetaldehyde concentration in the reaction
liquid is maintained at 400 ppm or lower. This may be  attained by
contacting the liquid containing carbonyl  impurities with water to
separate and remove the carbonyl impurities. After that, the liquid can be
returned to the reactor.  


