
The invention relates to novel crosslinkable, photoactive polymers from the
class of polyimides, polyamide acids and esters thereof, and to their use
as orientation layers for liquid crystals and in the construction of
unstructured and structured optical elements and multi-layer systems. The
polymers contain as side-chains photocrosslinkable groups of formula (I).
The broken line indicates the point of linkage to the polymer main chain.
In addition, A, B each independently of the other represents unsubstituted
or optionally fluoro-, chloro-, cyano-, alkyl-, alkoxy-, fluoroalkyl- or
fluoroalkoxy-substituted phenylene, pyridine-2,5-diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl,
cyclohexane-1,4-diyl, piperidine-1,4-diyl, piperazine-1,4-diyl; C
represents unsubstituted or optionally fluoro-, chloro-, cyano-, alkyl-,
alkoxy-, fluoroalkyl- or fluoroalkoxy-substituted phenylene, or
pyrimidine-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,5-diyl, 2,5-thiophenylene, 2,5-furanylene,
1,4- or 2,6-naphthylene.    


