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intermediate member by having the interme- Zealand Citizen, of 6 Yorkton
Rise, Mangere  diate member enter or pass lengthwise Bridge, Auckland, New
Zealand, do hereby  through the hollow of each connecting mem- declare the
invention, for which I pray that a  ber. 5 patent may be granted to me,.
and the    The above gives a broad descriptionof the 55 method by which it
is to be performed, to be  present invention some preferred forms of
particularly described in and by the follow- which will now be described
with reference ing statement-                         to the accompanying
drawings in which: This invention relates to a connector sys-   FIGURE 1
shows a cross sectional view 10 tem which has been designed particularly
for through a preferred engaging member,  60 use in connecting panels
together to provide    FIGURE 2 shows a cross sectional view partitions or
screens. These partitions or through the preferred connecting member,
screens are of particular use in offices, for   FIGURE 3 shows a cross
sectional view example, where it is often desired to subdi- through an
intermediate member, 15 vide a large floor area into smaller bays and
FIGURE 4 is a side elevation showing an 65 offices. However, the connector
system can  assembly of a panel having an engaging be used for connecting
articles other than  member attached at one edge this engaging panels and
can be used in the manufacture of member being inter-connected with two a
knock-down type furniture. It is an object short lengths of connecting
member which 20 of the present invention to provide a connec-  are mounted
on a length of the intermediate 70 tor system whereby articles can be
inter-  member, connected either without the use of tools or   FIGURE 5 is
a cross sectional view of a with the use of tools, such as screwdrivers
length of the connecting member having an which are commonly available and
in its  adjustable pressure pad, 25  preferred forms the system can be used
by    FIGURE 6 is a cross sectional view  75 unskilled persons.
showing an alternative preferred engaging According to the invention there
is pro- member inter-connected with a. connecting vided a combination of
inter-connecting  member, members each being extruded to have a    FIGURE 7
shows a perspective view of an 30  uniform  cross-sectional shape along its
alternative form of engaging member,  80 length, said members comprising: a
connect-   FIGURE 8 is a cross sectional view ing member having a hollow
interior passing  illustrating alternative forms of connecting through it
and a plurality of like connecting  member and engaging member, and means,
an engaging member having an    FIGURE 9 is a cross sectional view 35
engaging means, and an elongated interme-. showing the preferred form of
connecting 85 diate member the length of which lies in the  member with
further alternative forms of the extruded direction; one of the said
connect-  engaging member. ing means or the said engaging means
According to the preferred form of the comprising a locking groove of
uniform cross  invention a connector system comprises three 40 sectional
shape running lengthwise along one  basic components these being a
connecting 90 of the relevant members and the other of the  member 1, the
preferred cross sectional shape connecting means or the engaging means  of
which is shown in Figure 2, an engaging comprising a locking tongue of
uniform  member 2 the preferred cross sectional shape cross-sectional shape
running lengthwise  of which is illustrated in Figure 1, and an 45  along
the other of the relevant members, the  intermediate member the preferred
cross 95 groove and the tongue inter-locking to pre-  sectional shape of
which is illustrated in vent withdrawal except by sliding the mem- Figure
3. These members are extruded from bers relative to each other in a
direction  a suitable material which is preferably alu- parallel to their
lengths, one or more con-  minium or an aluminium alloy but which 50
necting members being mounted on the  could be some other metal or a
plastics 100    1,590,607                                   2 material
instead and the extrusions .are cut to  thickened regions, by substantially
circular length as required.                    securing grooves 6. The
securing grooves The connecting member has a plurality of provide sites for
fastenings such as self- connecting means and the engaging member tapping
screws if it is desired to attach an 5  has. at least one engaging means.
One of the  article, such as an end cap, to an end of 70 connecting means
or the engaging means  engaging member. For the usual attachment 



comprises a locking groove running length- of an engaging member to an
article, holes wise along the appropriate member and the  (not shown) are
drilled through the base 3 for other of the connecting means or the engag-
fastenings such as screws. To enable the 10 ing means comprises a locking
tongue run-  holes to be drilled accurately in the centre of :75 ning
lengthwise along the other member. By  the base a drilling groove 8 is
provided on the sliding the two members relative to each  interior. -It is
preferable that the drilling other in a direction parallel to their
lengths, a  groove is formed between two small ribs groove and a tongue can
be made to inter-  raised from the base, as illustrated in Figure 15  lock
to prevent withdrawal except by revers- 6, so that the provision of the
drilling groove 80 ing the sliding motion. It is a feature of the  does not
result in any weakening of the base invention that the one or more engaging
of the engaging member. means of the engaging member can be inter-   The
periphery of the preferred connecting locked with any one.or more of the
connect-  member (Figure 2) is substantially circular in 20 ing means of
the connecting member, this cross section, though in modifications of the
85 feature providing the invention with consid- invention the connecting
member can have erable versatility which is of advantage in the  other
cross sectional shapes, for example, preferred application to partitioning.
In the  square, hexagonal or semi-circular. The pre- preferred form of the
invention the connect-  ferred connecting member has a hollow 25  ing means
of the connecting member com- interior 7 which is also preferably circular
in 90 prises the locking groove, there being a  cross section. A plurality
of locking grooves 9 plurality of these locking grooves about the  are
uniformly and symmetrically spaced periphery of the connecting member, the
about the periphery of the connecting mem- grooves running lengthwise along
the con- ber, the grooves being of substantially circu- 30  necting member,
and in this case the engag- lar cross section. Each of the locking grooves
95 ing means of the engaging member com- is capable of receiving in an
inter-locking prises one or more locking tongues running  arrangement one
of the locking tongues of lengthwise along the engaging member. the
engaging member, but because of the However, in an alternative form  of the
shape of the locking tongues and the locking 35 invention the connecting
means of the con- grooves, which have narrowed neck open- 100 necting
member comprises the locking  ings, the connecting member and the engag-
tongue, there being a plurality of these  ing member can only be
inter-connected by tongues about the periphery of the connect- -sliding the
members relative to each other in ing member, the tongues running
lengthwise  a direction parallel to their lengths. For the 40 along the
connecting member, and in this  preferred engaging member described the 105
particular case the engaging means of the  connecting member has twelve
locking engaging member comprise one or more  grooves, these being located
at 30 angular locking grooves running lengthwise along the  dispositions
about the periphery of the con- . engaging member.
necting member. The locking grooves are 45   A preferred engaging member,
as illus- also suitable for use as locating sites for 110 trated in Figures
I and 6, is substantially  fastenings such as screws, in the same man-
channel shaped, having a base 3 and two  ner as the securing grooves 6 of
the engaging parallel .and inwardly . converging arms or member, this
feature enabling an end cap or walls 4 which do not touch but which have
plate or the like to be attached to the end of a 50  expanded free ends
providing the locking  connecting member.                 115 tongues 5,
these being substantially circular   When the engaging member is inter- in
cross sectional shape and designed to  connected with a connecting member
the interlock with two of the locking grooves of tongues of the engaging
member occupy two the connecting member. Each of the walls of of the
locking grooves of the connecting 55 the engaging member makes an angle of
60  member, these grooves, because of the spac- 120 with respect to the
base. Adjacent the inter- ing and the angular arrangement of the walls
section of the walls 4 with the base 3 there is of the engaging member and
the spacing and a thickened region designed to reinforce the  the angular
disposition of the locking engaging member to prevent fracture at this
grooves of the connecting member, being 60 point. .The engaging member is
provided  separated by another of the locking grooves 125 with at least one
securing portion which has a  as is best illustrated in Figure 6. The
remain- hollow interior which is substantially circular ing locking grooves
of the connecting mem- in cross section over at least the major part of ber
are available for inter-locking with the its circumference. Preferably two
securing  tongues of a second engaging member, this 65 portions are
provided, one in each of the  engaging member being capable of being 130
3                                  1,590,607
3 positioned in any one of a number of angular having a size and shape
which makes it less dispositions relative to that engaging mom- expensive
to extrude than the connecting ber first attached. Normally the engaging
member. The periphery of the intermediate member would first be attached to
an article  member conforms in shape to that of the 



5, such as a panel 12 before being inter- hollow interior of the connecting
member 70 connected with the connecting member.  and is therefore
preferably circular in cross Thus, by use of this invention two panels can
section. be connected together by means of an    The preferred cross
sectional shape of the engaging member attached to each and a  intermediate
member is illustrated in Figure 10 connecting member and the panels can be
3. This intermediate member is illustrated in 75 arranged at [err] relative
to each other, that is Figure 3. This intermediate member has a in a
straight line, or instead the panels can be  hollow interior 17 and is
provided on its arranged at [err] or [err] or [err] relative to  interior
with at least one securing portion each other. More than two panels can be
itself having a hollow interior which is 15  similarly connected if
desired, for example, circular in cross section over at least a major 80
four panels can be connected to the one  part of its circumference. The
securing por- connecting member these panels being ar- tion 11 comprises
two parallel lips extending ranged at 90 with respect to each adjacent from
the interior of the hollow along the panel. Hence use of this invention
provides a  length of the intermediate member so that it 20 useful and
versatile connector system for has a similar shape to that of a securing 85
partitioning. Because the engaging member groove 6 of an engaging member
and can has two locking tongues, each of which inter- perform a similar
function. There are prefer- locks with the connecting member, a rela- ably
four securing portions 11 equally spaced tively rigid connection is
provided. The  about the internal periphery of the interme- 25  rigidity of
the connection can be improved  diate member.                     90 by
providing a flange 16 on each of the walls   The use of an intermediate
member 10 in of the engaging member adjacent the locking  conjunction with
two short lengths 13 and 14 tongue, as illustrated in Figure 6, which  of
connecting member is illustrated in Figure when the engaging member and
connecting  4. A single length of engaging member is 30 member are
inter-connected butts against the  attached to an edge of a panel 12 and is
95 periphery of the connecting member. In  interconnected with the two
lengths of con- modifications of the invention the engaging  necting member
located at the upper and member can have only one locking tongue, lower
ends of the intermediate member. The or alternatively can have more than
two  length of the' intermediate member is sub- 35 locking tongues.
Similarly, the connecting  stantially equal to or is slightly less than the
100 member can have a greater'or lesser number length of the engaging
member. In the of locking grooves and the engaging member  assembly of the
members connecting mem- can be suitably shaped so that any two or ber 14 is
secured to the bottom end of the more articles can be connected in a
greater or intermediate member by a fastening such as 40 lesser number of
angular dispositions relative  a rivet, screw, or pin 19. A cap 15 is
attached 105 to each other than is the case with that to the connecting
member and the lower ends preferred form of the invention so far de- of the
tongues of the engaging member rest scribed.
on this cap which blocks the ends of the For joining two panels together
each panel locking grooves. Because the connecting 45  12 has an engaging
member attached to an  member 14 is relatively short in length only a 110
edge. The connecting member used can have  short sliding movement is
required to inter- a length substantially equal to the length of connect
the lower end of the engaging an engaging member and an end plate or cap
member with this connecting member. The 15 having a diameter substantially
equal to  connecting member 13 is then slid onto the 50 the diameter of the
connecting member can  intermediate and engaging members at their 115 be
attached to each end of the connecting  upper ends, this connecting member
13 also member to prevent the connecting member having a cap 15 attached to
retain the and, engaging members from being detached  connecting member at
the upper end of the unless the cap is first'removed. However, the
assembly. Therefore, to dismantle 'any parti- 55 preferred connecting
member,' because of its tioning connecting member l3 can simply be 120
shape, is a relatively expensive extrusion and  slid from the intermediate
and engaging to reduce the length of connecting member members and the
engaging member slid from required an elongated intermediate member the
connecting member 14. The caps 15 10 is provided which allows the engaging
can be providedwithscrew holes which align 60 member to inter-connect with
short lengths with the securing portions of the intermedi- 125 of
connecting member which are mounted  ate member into which self tapping
screws on the intermediate member which passes can be screwed to attach the
caps to the through the hollow interiors of each of the  connecting
members. The top and bottom lengths of connecting member. The interme- ends
of the engaging member can be cropped 65 diate member is preferably an
extrusion  sufficiently as at 20 to allow the caps to sit 130    4
1,590,607                                    4 flush with the ends of the
engaging member. by any suitable means. The dovetail slot can Panels. of
different heights can be connected  be used to connect the engaging member
to 



together using the same system. Where a  another article by means of a
dovetail shaped shorter panel is being used with a longer connector or the
slot can be used for glazing, 5  panel, a third short length of connecting
receivingthe edge of a sheet of glass together 70 member can be mounted on
the intermediate with glazing beads for example. member, being positioned
at the top end of   In Figure 7 the engaging member has a the shorter panel
and held in position by a  dovetail slot 24 formed in the base 3. of the
pin. or screw attached to the intermediate  engaging member and on the
interior of the 10 member and passingeither through orbelow  base there is
a pair of projecting lips 26 75 this third connecting member.
defining a captive groove 27 which can. be However, if the connecting
member and  used for locating an electrical cable. The the. engaging member
which are to be. inter- walls of the engaging member of Figure 7 connected
are both relatively long and en- each have a side portion 29 extending at
right 15 gaging member can be provided with locking  angles from the base
before the walls con- 80 tongues at only intervals along its length and
verge, the side portions having apertures the connecting member can be
provided with  formed in them. These apertures can be holes locking
'grooves also along only a portion of or slots 30 and can be used for the
attach- its length, the construction and arrangement ment of brackets or
other articles if required. 20  being such that the two members can be  The
view through the apertures from one 85 engaged or disengaged by relative
lengthwise  side of the engaging member to the other is or axial sliding
movement over only a  blocked: by the lips 26 of the captive groove.
portion of their lengths.                With reference to Figure 8 the
engaging In.. a modification of the invention the  member can be provided
with portions which 25  hollow interior of a connecting member can  define
two opposed slots 31 and these can 90 be threaded at one or both ends or
can be  also be used to receive the edges of panels or threaded along its
length. In this case a male  sheets of material. if desired. Figure 8 also
threaded member can be screwed into the  illustrates an alternative form of
connecting threaded hollow interior of the connecting  member, the locking
grooves being substan- 30 member. It is preferred that the male  tially T
shaped in cross section.     . 95 threaded member is an end closing device
21   In Figure 9 three modifications of the or cap as illustrated in Figure
5. This  engaging member are shown inter-connected provides an alternative
method of attaching  with the preferred form of connecting mem- end caps to
that method illustrated in Figure  ber. Engaging members 32 and 33 each
have 35  4, though the end caps could instead by  an elongated channel
shaped. portion 34 100 secured in position by an adhesive. The end
comprising a base and two walls projecting at closing device or cap can
have a threaded  right angles from the base. The channel hole passing
through it in an axial direction  shaped portion, in use, receives the edge
of a and a threaded shaft 22 which screws into the  panel to which the
engaging member is 40 threaded hole, the shaft bearing a pressure
attached. On the opposite side of the base 105 pad 23 at its outer end, the
construction and  there are one or more locking tongues, the arrangement
being such that the distance  engaging members 32 and 33 each having
between the pressure pad and the connecting  two locking tongues. The
spacing and angu- member to which the end closing device is lar disposition
of these locking tongues are 45 attached, can be varied. This is of value
in  such that these interlock with two adjacent 110 adjusting the height of
partitions for exam-  locking grooves of the connecting member. ple, in
which case the pressure pad functions  Also illustrated in Figure 9 is an
engaging as a foot.                             member 35 which has a base
and a central The above describes the preferred form of flange 36 or
bayonet projecting at right 50 the invention and indicates some possible
angles from the base, and on the opposite 115 modifications but other
modifications can be  side of the base there is a single locking made
without departing from the scope of tongue though a greater number of
locking the invention as defined in the Claims. Some  tongues can be
provided if desired. The of these possible modifications are illustrated
flange 36, in use, can be located in a slot 55 in Figures 6 to 9 of the
accompanying  provided in the edge of a planarmember or 120 drawings. For
example, as illustrated in  panel to which the engaging member is to be
Figure 6, the. base 3 of the substantially  attached. channel shaped
engaging member is pro-   These various modifications described vided with
an outwardly opening dovetail above add to the versatility of the connector
60 slot 24 which runs lengthwise along the  system. A further feature of
the connector 125 engaging member. The dovetail slot can be  system is that
it is possible for panels or other formed in the base of the engaging
member  articles which are inter-connected to be -or alternatively can be
formed, as illustrated, pivotal relative to each other, the connecting in a
separate channel shaped member 25  member, when not actually fixedly.
attached 65 which is attachable to the engaging member to the intermediate
member, being pivotal 130    5                                    1,590,607
5 



about the intermediate member to function  of the preceding claims wherein
the connect- as a hinge. This applies where the hollow  ing means of the
connecting member com- interior of the connecting member and the  prises
the locking groove, there being a periphery of the intermediate member are
plurality of locking grooves about the pe- 5  both circular in
cross-section.        riphery of the connecting member, the 70 grooves
running lengthwise along the con- WHAT I CLAIM IS--
necting member, and the engaging means of 1. A  combination of
inter-connecting  the engaging member comprises a locking members each
being extruded to have a  tongue running lengthwise along the engag- 10
uniform  cross sectional shape along its  ing member.
75 length, said members comprising: a connect-   9. A combination as
claimed in Claim 8 ing member having a hollow interior passing  wherein the
grooves are uniformly and sym- through it and a plurality of like
connecting  metrically spaced about the periphery of the means, an engaging
member having an  connecting member. 15 engaging means, and an elongated
interme-   10. A combination as claimed in any one 80 diate member the
length of which lies in the  of the previous Claims wherein the interme-
extruded direction; one of the said connect-  diate member has a hollow
interior and is ing means or the said engaging means  provided on its
interior with at least one comprising a locking groove of uniform cross
securing portion itself having a hollow inter- 20 sectional shape running
lengthwise along one  ior which is circular in cross section over at 85 of
the relevant members and the other of the  least a major part of its
circumference. connecting means or the engaging means    11. A combination
as claimed in Claim comprising a locking tongue of uniform cross  10
wherein the securing portion comprises sectional shape running lengthwise
along the  two parallel lips extending from the interior 25  other of the
relevant members, the groove  of the hollow along the length of the
interme- 90 and the tongue inter-locking to prevent diate member which is
itself extruded. withdrawal except by sliding the members   12. A
combination as claimed in Claim 8 relative to each other in a direction
parallel or any one of Claims 9-11 when dependent to their lengths, one or
more connecting  on Claim 8 wherein the engaging means of 30  members being
mounted on the intermediate  the engaging member comprises two like 95
member by having the intermediate member locking tongues inter-locking with
two of the enter or pass lengthwise through the hollow  locking grooves. of
each connecting member.               13. A combination as claimed in Claim
2. A combination as claimed in Claim 1, 12 wherein the engaging member is
substan- 35 wherein the periphery of the connecting  tially channel shaped
having a base and two 100 member is substantially circular in cross
parallel and inwardly converging arms or section.
walls which do not touch but have the 3. A combination as claimed in Claim
I  locking tongues at their free ends. or 2 wherein the hollow interior of
the    14. A combination as claimed in Claim 40 connecting member and the
periphery of the  13 wherein the engaging member is provided 105
intermediate member are circular in cross  with at least one securing
portion which has a section.                               hollow interior
which is substantially circular 4. A combination as claimed in any one  in
cross section over at least a major part of of the previous claims wherein
the hollow  its circumference. 45  interior of the connecting  member is
15. A combination as claimed in Claim 110 threaded.
14 wherein the engaging member has two 5. A combination as claimed in Claim
4  securing portions, there being one securing wherein the combination
includes a male  portion adjacent each intersection of a wall threaded
member which screws into the  with the base of the engaging member. 50
threaded hollow interior of the connecting    16. A combination as claimed
in any one 115 member.                                of Claims 13-15
wherein the engaging 6. A combination as claimed in Claim 5  member has a
drilling groove formed in the wherein the male threaded member is an end
interior of the base. closing device or cap.                   17. A
combination as claimed in Claim 55   7. A combination as claimed in Claim 5
16 wherein the drilling groove is formed 120 or Claim  6 wherein the male
threaded  between two ribs raised from the base so that member has a
threaded hole passing through  the provision of the drilling groove does
not it in an axial direction, and the combination  result in a weakening of
the base of the includes a threaded shaft which screws into  engaging
member. 60  the threaded hole. the shaft bearing a pres-   18. A
combination as claimed in any one 125 sure pad at an end. the constructions
and  of Claims 13-17 wherein the base of the arrangement being such that
the distance  substantially channel shaped engaging mem- between the
pressure pad and the connecting  ber is provided with an outwardly opening
member can be varied.                  dovetail slot running lengthwise
along the 65   8. A combination as claimed in any one  engaging member.
130   
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5 about the intermediate member to function  of the preceding claims
wherein the connect- as a hinge. This applies where the hollow  ing means
of the connecting member com- interior of the connecting member and the
prises the locking groove, there being a periphery of the intermediate
member are  plurality of locking grooves about the pe- 5  both circular in
cross-section.        riphery of the connecting member, the 70 grooves
running lengthwise along the con- WHAT I CLAIM IS:-
necting member, and the engaging means of 1. A  combination of
inter-connecting  the engaging member comprises a locking members each
being extruded to have a  tongue running lengthwise along the engag- 10
uniform  cross sectional shape along its  ing member.
75 length, said members comprising: a connect-   9. A combination as
claimed in Claim 8 ing member having a hollow interior passing  wherein the
grooves are uniformly and sym- through it and a plurality of like
connecting  metrically spaced about the periphery of the means, an engaging
member having an  connecting member. 15  engaging means, and an elongated
interme-   10. A combination as claimed in any one 80 diate member the
length of which lies in the  of the previous Claims wherein the interme-
extruded direction; one of the said connect-  diate member has a hollow
interior and is ing means or the said engaging means  provided on its
interior with at least one comprising a locking groove of uniform cross
securing portion itself having a hollow inter- 20  sectional shape running
lengthwise along one  ior which is circular in cross section over at 85 of
the relevant members and the other of the  least a major part of its
circumference. connecting means or the engaging means      11. A
combination as claimed in Claim comprising a locking tongue of uniform
cross  10 wherein the securing portion comprises sectional shape running
lengthwise along the  two parallel lips extending from the interior 25
other of the relevant members, the groove  of the hollow along the length
of the interme- 90 and the tongue 'inter-locking to prevent diate member
which is itself extruded. withdrawal except by sliding the members   12. A
combination as claimed in Claim 8 relative to each other in a direction
parallel or any one of Claims 9-11 when dependent to their lengths, one or
more connecting  on Claim 8 wherein the engaging means of 30 members being
mounted on the intermediate  the engaging member comprises two like 95
member by having the intermediate member locking tongues inter-locking with
two of the enter or pass lengthwise through the hollow  locking grooves. of
each connecting member.                13. A combination as claimed in
Claim 2. A combination as claimed in Claim 1, 12 wherein the engaging
member is substan- 35 wherein the periphery of the connecting  tially
channel shaped having a base and two 100 member is substantially circular
in cross parallel and inwardly converging arms or section.
walls which do not touch but have the 3. A combination as claimed in Claim
I locking tongues at their free ends. or 2 wherein the hollow interior of
the    14. A combination as claimed in Claim 40 connecting member and the
periphery of the  13 wherein the engaging member is provided 105
intermediate member are circular in cross with at least one securing
portion which has a section.                               hollow interior
which is substantially circular 4. A combination as claimed in any one  in
cross section over at least a major part of of the previous claims wherein
the hollow  its circumference. 45  interior of the connecting  member is
15. A combination as claimed in Claim 110 threaded.
14 wherein the engaging member has two 5. A combination as claimed in Claim
4  securing portions, there being one securing wherein the combination
includes a male  portion adjacent each intersection of a wall threaded
member which screws into the  with the base of the engaging member. 50
threaded hollow interior of the connecting    16. A combination as claimed
in any one 115 member.                                of Claims 13-15
wherein the engaging 6. A combination as claimed in Claim 5  member has a
drilling groove formed in the wherein the male threaded member is an end
interior of the base. closing device or cap.                   17. A
combination as claimed in Claim 55   7. A combination as claimed in Claim 5
16 wherein the drilling groove is formed 120 or Claim  6 wherein the 'male
threaded  between two ribs raised from the base so that member has a
threaded hole passing through  the provision .of the drilling groove does
not it in an axial direction, and the combination  result in a weakening of
the base of the includes a threaded shaft which screws into  engaging
member. 60  the threaded hole, the shaft bearing a pres-   18. A
combination as claimed in any one 125 sure pad at an end, the constructions
and  of Claims 13-17 wherein the base of the arrangement being such that
the distance  substantially channel shaped engaging mem- between the
pressure pad and the connecting  ber is provided with an outwardly opening
member can be varied.                  dovetail slot running lengthwise
along the 65   8. A combination as claimed in any one  engaging member.
130 
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6 19. A combination as claimed in any one of Claims 13-15 or Claim 18 when
depen- dent on any one of Claims 13-15 wherein the interior of the base of
the substantially 5  channel shaped engaging member has a pair of
projecting lips defining a captive groove for an electrical cable. 20. A
combination as claimed in Claim 19 wherein the walls of the substantially
10 channel shaped engaging member have a side portion extending at right
angles from the base before converging, the -side portions having apertures
in -them. 21 . A combination as claimed in any one 15 of the preceding
claims wherein the engaging member is provided with portions which define
two opposed slots. 22.  A combination as claimed in any one of Claims 1-11
wherein the engaging mem- 20  ber has an elongated channel shaped portion
comprising a base and two walls projecting at right. angles from  the base,
and on -the opposite side of the base one or more of said locking tongues.
25   23. A combination as claimed in any one of Claims 1-11 wherein the
engaging mem- ber has a base and a central flange projecting at right
angles from the base, and on the opposite side of the -base one or more of
said 30 locking tongues. 24. A combination as claimed in any one of Claims
1-9 wherein the engaging mem- ber is provided with locking tongues at only
intervals along its length and wherein the 35 connecting member is provided
with locking grooves along only a portion of its length,the construction
and arrangement being such that the two members can be engaged or
disengaged by -relative lengthwise or axial 40 sliding movement over only a
porion of their lengths. 25. A combination as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims whereinthe combi- nation includes an article to which the
45  engaging member is attached. 26. A combination as claimed in Claim 25
wherein the article is a planar member or panel. 27. A  combination
substantially  as 50 herein described with reference to the acoom- panying
drawings. For the Applicant .MATTHEWS, HADDAN & CO., Chartered Patent
Agents, 33 Elmfield Road, Bromley, Kent. Printed for Her Majesty's
Stationery Office by Burgess & Son (Abingdon) Ltd.-1981. Published at The
Patent Office, 25 Southampton Buildings, London, WC2A lAY, from which
copies may be obtained    


