
WHAT IS CLAIMED IS As of 9/30/96 amendment 1.  (Twice amended)  An
absorbent  feminine hygiene product which  is  configured  for  releasable
attachment  to  a  user's 5    garment, the product comprising a plurality
of stacked individual absorbent  pads,  each  of  said  pads  comprising  a
top  liquid- permeable surface opposite a bottom surface and having
disposed 



therebetween an absorbent layer and a barrier layer, wherein a first of
said absorbent pads having a peripheral edge, is 10   configured for
releasable attachment of the bottom surface to the user's garment and a
second of said absorbent pads having a peripheral edge and attachment means
for releasably attaching the second pad to the top surface of the first pad
in a manner to prevent separation of significant portions of the first
absorbent 



15   pad from the second pad during use,  thereby forming a contact area
between the first and second absorbent pads. 2.   The absorbent product of
claim 1 wherein the attachment means comprise a plurality of attachment
zones, 20     each  attachment  zone  located  within  2  inches  of  an
adjacent zone. 3. (Amended) The absorbent product of claim 1 wherein the 



attachment means comprise at least one attachment zone having 25    void
areas within the attachment zone,  each void area having a major dimension
of less than about 1/2 inch. 4. (Twice amended) The absorbent product of
claim 1 wherein the attachment means covers at least about 40% of the
contact 30    area between the first and second absorbent pads.  



- 45 - 5.   (Amended) The absorbent product of claim 1 wherein the
attachment means comprises a layering adhesive. 6.   The absorbent product
of claim 5 wherein the 5     layering adhesive is disposed within the
contact area in 



a manner to prevent rolling or curling of the first absorbent pad relative
to the second absorbent pad. 7.  (Twice amended) The absorbent product of
claim 5 wherein 10 less than about 3 mg/in[err] of a layering adhesive
covers at least about 40% of the contact area between the first and second
absorbent pads. 8.  (Amended) The absorbent product of claim 5 wherein the 



15   top surface on the absorbent pads comprises a cover sheet. 9.   The
absorbent product of claim 8 wherein the cover sheet is an apertured film.
20       10.  (Amended) The absorbent product of claim 5 wherein the top
surface on the absorbent pads comprises fused fibers. 11.  The absorbent
product of claim 5 wherein the bottom surface of the absorbent pads
comprises a barrier 



25   film. 12. The absorbent product of claim 5 wherein the layering
adhesive is selected from the group consisting of block   copolymer
adhesives,   ethylene/vinyl   acetate 30    adhesives, polyolefinic and
acrylic adhesives. 13. The absorbent product of claim 12 wherein the
layering adhesive is atactic polypropylene. 



- 47 - 22. The absorbent product of claim 21 wherein the hook portion of
the fastener is disposed on the bottom surface of the absorbent pads. 



23.  The absorbent product of claim 21 wherein the loop portion of the
fastener is comprised of a nonwoven fabric. 24.  (Amended) The absorbent
product of claim 1 wherein the 10 garment facing surface of the first
absorbent pad is releasably attached to the user's garment with a first
attachment strength and the bottom surface of the second absorbent pad is
releasably 



attached to the top liquid-permeable surface of the first absorbent pad
layer with a second attachment strength, less than 15 the first attachment
strength. 25. The absorbent product of claim 1 wherein at least a portion
of the peripheral edge of the second absorbent pad extends beyond at least
a corresponding 20   portion of the peripheral edge of the first absorbent
pad. 



26. The absorbent product of claim 1 which has a flexural resistance of
less than about 0.25 lbs. 25        27.  The absorbent product of claim 1
wherein each absorbent pad has a thickness of less than about 5 mm. 28. The
absorbent product of claim 1 wherein the first absorbent pad has laterally
extending tabs proximate 30    a center portion of the pad layer for
wrapping about a 



user's undergarment.    REPLACEMENT SHEET - 48 - 29. (Twice amended) An
absorbent feminine hygiene product 



which is configured for releasable attachment to a user's garment, the
product comprising a plurality of stacked individual absorbent pads, each
of said pads comprising a top liquid- 5    permeable surface opposite a
bottom surface and having disposed therebetween an absorbent layer and a
barrier layer, wherein a first of said absorbent pads having a peripheral
edge, is configured for releasable attachment of the bottom surface to the 



user's garment with a first attachment strength and a second of 10    said
absorbent pads having a peripheral edge and attachment means for releasably
attaching the second pad to the top surface of the first absorbent pad with
a second attachment strength, less than the first attachment strength,
thereby forming a contact area between the first and second absorbent pads.
15 



30.  (Amended) The absorbent product of claim 29 wherein the attachment
means covers at least about 40% of the contact area between the first and
second absorbent pads. 20           31.  The absorbent product of claim 29
wherein the attachment means comprises a layering adhesive having an
average attachment strength of at least about 0.02 lbs, and a peak
attachment strength of less than about 10 lbs. 



25           32.  The absorbent product of claim 29 wherein at least a
portion of the peripheral edge of the second absorbent pad extends beyond
at least a corresponding portion of the peripheral edge of the first
absorbent pad.    



- 49 - 33. The absorbent product of claim 29 which has a flexural
resistance of less than about 0.25 lbs. 34. The absorbent product of claim
29 wherein each 5    absorbent pad has a thickness of less than about 5 mm.
35. The absorbent product of claim 2.9 wherein the first absorbent pad has
laterally extending tabs proximate 



a center portion of the pad layer for wrapping about a 10    user's
undergarment. 36.  (Amended) An absorbent feminine hygiene product which is
configured for releasable attachment to a user's garment, the product
comprising a plurality of stacked individual absorbent 15 pads, each of
said pads comprising a top liquid-permeable surface opposite a bottom
surface and having disposed therebetween an 



absorbent layer and a barrier layer, wherein a first of said absorbent pads
having a peripheral edge, is configured for releasable attachment of the
bottom surface to the user's garment 20 and a second of said absorbent pads
having a peripheral edge and attachment means for releasably attaching the
second pad to the top surface of the first absorbent pad, wherein at least
a portion of the peripheral edge of the second absorbent pad 



extends beyond at least a corresponding portion of the peripheral 25
edge of the first absorbent pad. 37. The absorbent product of claim 36
which has a flexural resistance of less than about 0.25 lbs. 30        38.
The absorbent product of claim 36 wherein each absorbent pad has a
thickness of less than about 5 mm.  



- 50 - 39. The absorbent product of claim 36 wherein the first absorbent
pad has laterally extending tabs proximate a center portion of the pad
layer for wrapping about a user's undergarment. 



5 40. An absorbent feminine hygiene product which is configured  for
releasable  attachment  to  a  user's undergarment, the product comprising
a plurality of stacked individual absorbent pads comprising a top liquid-
10    permeable surface on an absorbent layer and a barrier layer disposed
below the absorbent layer, wherein a first 



absorbent pad having a bottom garment facing surface opposite the top
liquid-permeable surface, a peripheral edge and laterally extending tabs
proximate a center 15    portion of the pad layer is configured for
releasable attachment of the garment facing surface and the tabs are
capable of being wrapped about the user's undergarment and a second
absorbent pad having a bottom surface opposite 



the top liquid-permeable surface, a peripheral edge and 20    attachment
means for releasably attaching the second pad to the top surface of the
first absorbent pad. 41. (Amended) An absorbent feminine hygiene product
which is configured for releasable attachment to a user's garment, the 25
product comprising three stacked individual absorbent pads, each of said
pads comprising a top liquid-permeable surface opposite a 



bottom surface and having disposed therebetween an absorbent layer and a
barrier layer, wherein a first of said absorbent pads having a peripheral
edge, is configured for releasable attachment 30 of the bottom surface to
the user's garment with a first attachment strength; a second of said
absorbent pads having a peripheral edge and attachment means for releasably
attaching the second pad to the top surface of the first absorbent pad with
a 



REPLACEMENT SHEET - 51 - second attachment strength, less than the first,
in a manner to prevent separation of significant portions of the first
absorbent 



pad from the second pad during use, at least a portion of the peripheral
edge of the second absorbent pad extends beyond at 5    least a
corresponding portion of the peripheral edge of the first absorbent pad;
and a third of said absorbent pads having a peripheral edge and attachment
means for releasably attaching the third pad to the top surface of the
second absorbent pad with a third attachment strength, not greater than the
second, in a 



10   manner  to  prevent  separation  of  significant  portions  of  the
second absorbent pad from the third pad during use, at least a portion of
the peripheral edge of the third absorbent pad extends beyond at least a
corresponding portion of the peripheral edge of the second absorbent pad.
15 42. The absorbent product of claim 41 which has a 



flexural resistance of less than about 0.25 lbs. 43.       (Amended) The
absorbent product of claim 80 wherein D  the              adhesive is an
atactic polypropylene adhesive or a block copolymer adhesive. 44. The
absorbent product of claim 41 wherein the first absorbent pad has laterally
extending tabs proximate 25    a center portion of the pad layer for
wrapping about a 



user's undergarment. 45. The absorbent product of claim 41 wherein the
liquid-permeable surface is an apertured film. 30    



REPLACEMENT SHEET - 52 - 46. (Twice amended) A method of forming an
absorbent feminine hygiene product which is configured for releasable
attachment to a user's garment comprising the steps of: a)   forming a
plurality of individual absorbent pads, 5         each of said pads having
a peripheral edge and comprising a 



top liauid-permeable surface opposite a bottom surface and having disposed
therebetween an absorbent layer and a barrier layer; b)   configuring the
bottom surface of a first of said 10        absorbent  pads  for
releasable  attachment  to  a  user's garment; and c)   releasably
attaching a bottom surface of a second 



of said absorbent pads in a superposed position to the top surface of the
first absorbent pad in a manner to prevent 15        separation of
significant portions of the first absorbent pad from the second pad during
use, thereby forming a contact area between the first and second pads. 47.
(Amended) The method of claim 46 wherein the second absorbent pad is
releasably attached with attachment means which 



20   covers at least about 40% of the contact area between the first and
second absorbent pads. 48. (Amended) The method of claim 46 comprising the
step of attaching the second absorbent pad to the first absorbent pad 2
with a layering adhesive. 49. The method of claim 48 wherein the layering
adhesive is disposed within the contact area in a manner 



to prevent rolling or curling of the first absorbent pad 30     relative
the second absorbent pad.    - 53 - 50. (Twice amended) The method of claim
49 wherein less than 



about 3 mg/in of a layering adhesive covers at least about 40% of the
contact area between the first and second absorbent pads. 5          51.
The method of claim 48 wherein the layering adhesive is selected from the
group consisting of block copolymer adhesives, ethylene/vinyl acetate
adhesives, polyolefinic and acrylic adhesives. 10          52.  The method
of claim 51 wherein the layering 



adhesive is an atactic polypropylene adhesive. 53. The method of claim 48
wherein the layering adhesive is a pressure sensitive adhesive. 15 54. The
method of claim 46 comprising the step of heat sealing the second absorbent
pad to the first absorbent pad. 



20          55.  The absorbent product of claim 54 comprising the step of
forming heat sealing zones along side edges of the absorbent pad. 56. The
absorbent product of claim 55 comprising the 25    step of forming
perforations located inside of the side edge heat sealing zones for removal
of soiled individual absorbent pads. 



57. The method of claim 46 comprising the step of 30    mechanically
catching fibers of one absorbent pad with means disposed upon the adjacent
surface of the other pad layer.    



REPLACEMENT SHET 2 - 54 - 58. The method of claim 57 wherein the fibers of
one absorbent pad are mechanically entangled with the fibers of an adjacent
pad layer. 5         59.  The method  of  claim  58  wherein  the bottom 



surface of the absorbent pads comprises fibers having a denier of at least
about 3, and the top surface of the absorbent pads comprises fibers having
a denier of at least about 1. 10 60. The method of claim 57 wherein the
first and second layers are releasably attached with hook-and-loop 



type fasteners. 15         61.  The method of claim 60 wherein the hook
portion of the fastener is disposed on the bottom surface of the absorbent
pads. 62. The method of claim 60 wherein the loop portion 20    of the
fastener is comprised of a nonwoven fabric. 63. The method of claim 46
wherein the product has 



a flexural resistance of less than about 0.25 lbs. 25         64.  The
method of claim 46 wherein each absorbent pad has a thickness of less than
about 5 mm. 65. (Twice amended) A method of forming an absorbent feminine
hygiene product which is configured for releasable 30 attachment to a
user's garment comprising the steps of: a)   forming a plurality of
individual absorbent pads, 



each of said pads having a peripheral edge and comprising a top
liquid-permeable surface opposite a bottom surface and having disposed
therebetween an absorbent layer and a 35     barrier layer;    



REPLACEMENT SHEET - 55 - b)   configuring the bottom surface of a first of
said absorbent pads for releasable attachment having a first attachment
strength to a user's garment; and c)   releasably  attaching,  at  a
second  attachment 5       strength, less than the first attachment
strength, a bottom 



surface of a second of said absorbent pads to the top surface of the first
of said absorbent pads, thereby forming a contact area between the first
and second absorbent pads. 10      66.  (Amended) The method of claim 65
wherein the second absorbent pad is releasably attached with attachment
means which covers at least about 40% of the contact area between the first
and second absorbent pads. 



15            67.  The  method  of  claim  65  wherein  the  peak
attachment strength of the first absorbent pad to the user's garment is
greater than about 10 lbs. 68. The method of claim 65 wherein the average
20      attachment strength between the first and second absorbent pads is
greater than about 0.04 lbs. and the peak attachment strength between the
first and second absorbent 



pads is less than about 10 lbs. 25        69.  (Amended)  The  method  of
claim  65  which  further comprises the step of releasably attaching at a
third attachment strength, not greater than the second attachment strength,
a bottom surface of a third absorbent pad to the top surface of the first
of said absorbent pads. 30 



70. The method of claim 69 wherein the average attachment strength between
the second and third absorbent pads is greater than about 0.04 lbs. and the
peak    - 56 - 



attachment strength between the second and third absorbent pads is less
than about 10 lbs. 71. The method of claim 65 comprising the step of 5
adhering the second absorbent pad to the first absorbent pad with a
layering adhesive. 72. The method of claim 65 wherein at least a portion of
the peripheral edge of the second absorbent pad 



10    extends beyond at least a corresponding portion of the peripheral
edge of the first absorbent pad. 73. The method of claim 65 wherein the
absorbent product has a flexural resistance of less than about 0.25 15
lbs. 74. The method of claim 65 wherein each absorbent pad has a thickness
of less than about 5 mm. 



20      75.  (Twice  amended)  A  method  of  forming  an  absorbent
feminine hygiene product which is configured for releasable attachment to a
user's garment comprising the steps of: a)   forming a plurality of
individual absorbent pads, each of said pads having a peripheral edge and
comprising a 25     top liquid-permeable surface opposite a bottom surface
and having disposed therebetween an absorbent layer and a 



barrier layer; b)   configuring the bottom surface of a first of said
absorbent pads for releasable attachment having a first 30     attachment
strength to a user's garment; and c)   releasably attaching a bottom
surface of a second of said absorbent pads to the top surface of the first



REPLACEMENT SHEET - 57 - absorbent pad, wherein at least a portion of the
peripheral edge of the second absorbent pad extends beyond at least a
corresponding portion of the peripheral edge of the first 



absorbent pad. 5         76.  The method of claim 75 wherein the absorbent
product has a flexural resistance of less than about 0.25 lbs. 77. The
method of claim 75 wherein each absorbent 10    pad has a thickness of less
than about 5 mm. 78.  The absorbent product of claim 5 wherein the first
and 



second absorbent pads define a contact area and about 0.5 to about 4 mg/in2
of a layering adhesive covers at least about 40% of the 15 contact area of
the bottom surface of the second absorbent pad. 79.   The method of claim
49 wherein about 0.5 to about 4 mg/in2 of a layering adhesive covers at
least about 40% of the contact area of the bottom surface of the--second
absorbent pad. 20 



80.  The absorbent product of claim 41 wherein the attachment means
comprises an adhesive.    
















