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[ 0002] Shower and bath storage devices, often referred
to as shower or bath caddies are commonly used to
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shQyes, patent No. 5, 255,401 (Sanbrookes et al), and U.S.
Pat ent No. 6,520,351 (Zadro), for exanple, disclose
such devices. It is also known to nount such devices
usi ng suction cups as BACK&GRAOUND for exanple, U S
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[0003] Such devices, however, suffer from certain drawbacks and shortcomings. Devices
that hang from the shower nozzle fixture, for example, tend to be large and cumbersome
and because such devices must hang down from the shower nozzle fixture below the
shower head so the items in the caddy can be accessed by a user, they are unstable and
tend to swing sideways or slide off of the shower nozzle fixture. In addition, the mounting
location is limited by the location of the shower nozzle fixture such that they cannot be
moved, and, because they must be mounted immediately below the shower head, they tend
to interfere with the use of the shower. Devices mounted with suction cups, on the other
hand, have limited holding capacity and tend to lose their holding ability over time. As a

result, devices mounted with suction cups frequently fail, thereby causing the device and



tointerfere with the use of the shower. Devices
mounted with suction cups, on the other hand, have
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stretch removable adhesive strip is adhered.

[0007] In a specific aspect, the back plates have generally planar surfaces facing the wall
and the at least one stretch removable adhesive strip is arranged on the back plate planar
surface. In another aspect, the support members comprise a looped mounting rod
comprising a pair of spaced generally parallel rod portions. One rod portion is connected
with a back plate and the other rod is connected with the perimeter frame. In this manner,
the looped mounting rod serves to maintain the perimeter frame in spaced relation from

the wall.



conprising a pair of spaced generally parallel rod
portions. One rod portion is connected with a back
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[0013] In the illustrated embodiment, the rack 2 includes back plates 24 connected with
the support grid 4. The back plates 24 have generally planar surfaces facing the wall
surface 18 to which the stretch removable adhesive strips 16 are affixed, thereby to
adhesively bond the support grid 4 to the wall surface 18.

[0014] In the illustrated embodiment, the grid structure 4 includes three looped mounting
rods 26,28,30 that serve to space the frame 20 from the wall surface 18 and serve as
support members for one or more of the accessories 6,8,10,12,14. Each looped mounting
rod 26,28,30 comprises a pair of spaced generally parallel rod portions 26a,b, 28a,b 30a,b.
Referring to looped rod 26, one rod portion 26a is connected with a back plate 24, and the
other rod portion 26b is connected with the perimeter frame 20, whereby the looped



adhesi vely bond the support grid 4 to the wall surface
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razor. And accessory 14 is a cup shaped article designed to hold, for example, tooth
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[0018] As shown in broken lines in FIG. 1, stretch removable adhesive strips 16 are
arranged between the back plate 24 and the wall surface 18, and thereby adhesively bond
the rack 2 to the wall surface 18. A suitable stretch removable adhesive is the double-

sided stretch removable adhesive strips available from 3M Company, St. Paul, Minnesota

under the COMMAND trade designation. Commercially available COMMAND adhesive
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stretch renovabl e adhesive tape conprising a sol
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tapes with highly extensible and substantially
6,973gKHa$Biies Batkiand sheddengatdsattdhretdoBablPsape wondiastions described in

U-gif?#e%t Oéeégjslgqﬁﬁd&gtﬁ ieg!%\‘}?? %‘t%qg?f? 5,@%%@% r§j‘ %e@hg i dan

[0(22;1 ghe htreteR bridVabR AL & @8pd £6 RERAS YA ﬁd@“’%iﬂfm&%ﬁl 6a, which is
a .

esive described in German Patent No. 3
typically concealed by the back plate 24 when the back plate 24 is mounted to the wall

surface 18, and a non-adhesive pull tab portion 16b that extends outwardly beyond the
bottom of the back plate 24 as shown in FIG. 2. In the illustrated embodiment, the rack 2
further includes an optional cover plate 34 arranged over the back plate 24. When the
cover plate 34 is assembled over the back plate 24, it serves to conceal the non-adhesive
pull tab portions 16b of the stretch removable adhesive strips 16, but, when removed from
the back plate 24, the non-adhesive pull tabs 16b are visible and may be readily accessed

by a user wishing to stretch remove the adhesive strips 16 from the wall surface 18.
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[0024] Persons of ordinary skill in the art may

appreci ate that various changes and nodificati ons may
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deviating fromthe inventive concept. For exanple, it

wi Il be recognized that although the rack 2 is

illustrated as being nounted with two back plates 24
VW%@%RAQQ%EQ? two adhesive strips 16, one or nore such

nount 1 ng plates and adhesive strips may be used. In
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the top to the bottomrajl portions. 3. A rack as
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ba@%ﬂa@dﬁ%PT§F§§ea pair of spaced generally parallel rod
portions, one rod portion being connected with a back
pl ate and the other rod being connected with the
5. per iAnmtlens defined in claim 4, wherein the support members comprise a looped

mounting rod comprising a pair of spaced generally parallel rod portions, one rod portion
being connected with a back plate and the other rod being connected with the perimeter
frame, whereby the looped mounting rod serves to maintain the perimeter frame in spaced

relation from the wall.

6. A rack as defined in claim 5, comprising a pair of looped mounting rods, one
extending between the side rail portions near the top rail portion, and one extending

between the side rail portions near the bottom rail portion.



frame, whereby the | ooped nounting rod serves to
mai ntain the perineter frame in spaced relation from
wo b@smaisic 6. A rack as defined in claimb5, coP@F/UStNY077546
a pair of |ooped nounting rods, one extending between
the side rail portions near the top rail portion, and
one extendi ng between the side rail portions near the
bot t,0 ' 1 ons ' [
7- Sonpe ek B beihlsh el s AchARnAFpALG! B8tk BoflifiTbdy extending
betvetmdersiddril poctens andl c@orcticd mathanbhck pimect ed W t h a
back plate. 8. A rack as defined in claiml, wherein
t he accessory includes a curved end portion configured
g. 10 suppELH! défﬂl%d"i'ﬁ‘ Eﬁﬁﬁ Qry é&&%@aﬁ%%ﬁ)}; fncluds a gurv&i EfEKortion
as defined in claiml ereln the accessory is
comﬁmﬂaiy)ﬂmmMnﬂmewcémmgdkmmssmgbnned in claiml,
wherein the accessory is a unitary shelf structure.
11. Arack as defined in claiml1, wherein the

9. aCC%SI%QE ¥s Héﬁrf%d‘fﬁ‘bltaﬁﬁX &zh?l mgtﬁé‘ﬁéc% oBflistadud? M&bkbar

soap. 12. rack as defin I n c aim 1, ein the
accessory i's a uni tary hook |nclud|ng a pair of spaced
rai sed I,ons .defining ssed region ther
1001 Aok B }ngéﬂ%ala%lhw Gl (B AFEHOFD A Ui dBothel Fpguctyre

rack as defined in claim4, wherein the stretch
renovabl e adhesive strip is a doubl e-sided adhesive
I1str iApraickl e$ defimed imclaond adhesinvbe pedebsorals aatnienetrgnenfigured to
hrcpdq greln when the back plate is nounted on a
Oer R4 Qaf°Ral | surface, the non-adhesive pull tab
extends outwardly beyond the end of the back plate,
wher eby the non-adhesive pull tab is accessible to a
12use mack hé defirted is thaan ¢ hwhenmmvtbe adressadh 'ssai woetagt lnciqk imlodrimg a

t sur.face A rack defi [ clal ,
paiy OF BHGE B PaP i e T R BT CB AERG R o hold a
coenNondigatepck pl ate, whereby when the cover plate is
connected wth the back plate, the cover plate serves
to conceal the non-adhesive pull tab portion of the

stretch rengvahl.e adh si e strip. 15. A rack as. .
1356t ek FhOgI R SO Ak B AT e b P P BTy e i
doh@efsﬂéﬁﬁgh&fve'ﬁﬁﬁ Inch@ @ﬁkﬂl AdMRsiR€ BEIS BB 0hS cARLAB A hefein

an i njected nol ed synthetic plastic material .
when the back plate is mounted on a vertical wall surface, the non- ~adhesive pull tab
extends outwardly beyond the end of the back plate, whereby the non-adhesive pull tab is

accessible to a user wishing to stretch remove the adhesive strip from the wall surface.

14. A rack as defined in claim 13, further comprising a cover plate removably
connected with the back plate, whereby when the cover plate is connected with the back
plate, the cover plate serves to conceal the non-adhesive pull tab portion of the stretch

removable adhesive strip.

15.  Arackas defined in claim 1, wherein the support grid structure is formed of metal

rods and the accessory is formed of an injected molded synthetic plastic material.



