
Organic contaminants of solid particles, especially oil in drill cuttings,
are removed by passing the contaminated particles into a processing
chamber, usually having an inert atmosphere, generating a circumferentially
directed flow of fluid within the chamber to cause the particles to
circulate in the chamber in a turbulent compact band, converting the
organic contaminants into a gaseous material and removing particles
substantially free from organic contaminants from the chamber. Preferably
the gaseous material is cooled in 1 or especially 2 stages to separate high
boiling organic liquids first and water and other organic liquids second.


