ABSTRACT A washing machine (1) inparts an antibacterial effect to the

| aundry with nmetal ions. The washing machine (1) has an ion-dissol ving
unit (100), which applies a voltage between el ectrodes (113, 114) to

di ssolve netal ions into the water fromthe anode. A drive circuit (120)
of the ion-dissolving unit (100) is comtolled so that the quantity of
netal ions dissolved my be sufficient for the ambunt of |aundry. The

el ectrodes (113, 114) are nade of ABSIRACTand water containing silver
ions at a concentration of 50 ppb or nore is used for rinsing. The
operation programis set so that the water is in contact wwth the |aundry
for nore than five mnutes. At the initial stage of the contact, a
stirring ste i i I, Sl OV t t e . r est
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stirring,step,is coptrolled dependi ng on the anoupt of | aundry.
Hrr q’he waghllng macputne (1) ﬁas an Pon— 1|sso ving unit (100), &glch apphesua vol¥age between

5 electrodes (113, 114) to dissolve metal ions into the water from the anode. A drive circuit
(120) of the 1on-dissolving unit (100) is controlled so that the quantity of metal ions dissolved
may be sufficient for the amount of laundry. The electrodes (113, 114) are made of silver,
and water containing silver ions at a concentration of 50 ppb or more is used for rinsing.
The operation program is set so that the water is in contact with the laundry for more than five

10 minutes. At the initial stage of the contact, a stirring step of predetermined time is provided.
After the step, a rest step of predetermined time is provided. The stirring power at the

stirring step is controlled depending on the amount of laundry.



