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(57) Abstract: A coating removal process includes providing a coating removal
vessel (100) having a sealable processing volume (106) therein, providing a coat-
ing removal fluid (126), which reacts with the coating, at an elevated temperature
above the ambient temperature surrounding the removal vessel, in the sealable
processing volume (106), locating a component having a coating thereon to be re-
moved in the processing volume, sealing the sealable process volume (106) from
the ambient surrounding the processing volume, heating the coating removal fluid
(126) to a temperature greater than the boiling point thereof at the pressure of the
surrounding ambient, removing the coating from the component using the coating
removal fluid (126) at the temperature greater than the boiling point thereof at the
pressure of the surrounding ambient, reducing the temperature of the coating re-
moval fluid (126) to a temperature less than the boiling point thereof at the pressure
of the surrounding ambient, venting the sealable volume (106) to the surrounding
ambient, and removing the component from the processing volume (106).
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