
A method and apparatus for transferring a wet object, such as a contact
lens, from a first station to a second station includes a probe having a
barrel with a passage for communication with a vacuum source and a
pressurized gas source, a nozzle at the end of the passage, and a hood
around the nozzle in communication with a vacuum source. The barrel is
moved in a first direction to place the nozzle adjacent the object in the
first station and the vacuum from the nozzle attaches the object to the
nozzle. Moving the barrel in a second direction removes the nozzle with the
object attached from the first station. The probe is moved to the second
station with the object attached. The barrel is moved in the first
direction to place the object at the second station, the vacuum is removed
from the nozzle and pressurized gas is applied through the barrel passage
to remove the object from the nozzle and deposit it at the second station
and, at the same time, blow off matter from the object. Vacuum is applied
to the hood when the probe is at the second station for the hood to collect
the matter blown the object by the compressed gas.    


