
(57) Abstract: Thermal bend actuator (28) has two spaced arms (31, 32)
which are connected via rod elements (102). The rod   elements (102) are
themselves connected via torsion bars (110, 112,114,116,118). One arm (32)
is conductively heatable to cause bending of the actuator (28) on the
application of an electrical current. The rod elements (102) and torsion
bars (110, 112, 114, 116, 118) reduce the likelihood of unwanted bending
modes taking place that could cause improper movement of the actuator (28).
The actuator (28) may be used for moving an ink displacing paddle in the
nozzle chamber of an ink jet device.    


