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Receiving a first service message

Sending a second service message to a second network device, where 
the second service message includes a first in-situ flow detection option 
and a first service message, and the first in-situ flow detection option 
includes first additional information, the first additional information 
includes first reverse service flow characteristics, and the first reverse 
service flow characteristics are used by a head node of a first reverse 
path for generating a first service flow identification rule for in-situ 

flow detection
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 FIG. 5b 

Receiving a fifth service message sent by a third network device, wherein the 
fifth service message includes a fourth in-situ flow detection option, the fourth 
in-situ flow detection option includes second additional information, and the 

second additional information includes second reverse service flow 
characteristics
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Generating a second service flow identification rule for in-situ flow 

detection based on the second reverse service flow characteristics
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