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CLAIMS 

 

I Claim: 

 

1. A receiver for bricks of solid bituminous material comprising: 

a) a receiver housing defining a chamber; 

b) a removable lid positioned on the receiver housing and above the chamber, 

wherein the lid comprises a concave upper surface and defines a delivery system 

that is in fluid communication with the lid upper surface and the chamber; and 

c) a first heating system operatively connected to the lid and configured to increase 

the temperature of the lid. 

 

2. The receiver of claim 1 further comprising a skimmer positioned in the chamber. 

 

3. The receiver of claim 1 further comprising a second heating system operatively 

connected to the receiver housing and configured heat the chamber. 

 

4. The receiver of claim 3 further comprising a blender positioned in the receiver housing. 

 

5. The receiver of claim 1 wherein the first heating system comprises an electrical radiant 

heating system. 

 

6. The receiver of claim 5 wherein the first heating system comprises a plurality of 

electrically charged cables positioned in the lid. 

 

7. The receiver of claim 5 wherein the first heating system comprises an electrically 

charged grid positioned in the lid. 

 

8. The receiver of claim 5 wherein the first heating system comprises an electrically 

conductive coating applied to the upper surface of the lid. 
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9. The receiver of claim 1 wherein the first heating system is a hydronic radiant heating 

system. 

 

10. A method of melting a plurality of bricks comprising non-volatile bituminous material, 

the method comprising: 

a) accessing a receiver, wherein the receiver comprises:  

i) a receiver housing defining a chamber; and 

ii) a removable lid positioned on the receiver housing and above the chamber, 

wherein the lid comprises a concave upper surface and defines a delivery 

system that is in fluid communication with the lid upper surface and the 

chamber;  

b) delivering the plurality of bricks to the upper surface of the lid;  

c) with a first heating system operatively connected to the lid and configured to 

increase the temperature of the lid, softening the plurality of bricks on the upper 

surface of the lid until they become suitably viscous bituminous material; and 

d) using the lid delivery system, funneling the bituminous material from the lid to the 

chamber. 

 

11. The method of claim 10 wherein the first heating system is an electrical radiant heating 

system. 

 

12. The method of claim 11 wherein the first heating system comprises a plurality of 

electrically charged cables positioned in the lid. 

 

13. The method of claim 10 wherein the first heating system is a hydronic radiant heating 

system. 

 

14. The method of claim 10 further comprising skimming an additive from bituminous 

material after delivering it to the chamber. 

 

15. The method of claim 10 further comprising: 

a) after delivering it to the container cavity, heating the bituminous material in the 

chamber with a second heating system; and  
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b) blending the bituminous material with an additive. 

 


