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A NEEDLE GUIDE ASSEMBLY AND METHOD OF OPERATING THE SAME

ABSTRACT

A needle guide assembly and an automated method of operating a needle
guide assembly are provided. The assembly includes a needle guide body and a
controller communicatively coupled to the needle guide body. The needle guide
body includes at least two separable portions. The needle guide body is operable
by the controller to actuate between a closed configuration and an open
configuration. In the closed configuration, the at least two portions combine to
define a channel therethrough for receiving a needle. In the open configuration, the
at least two portions separate to release the received needle from the channel.
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