Absiract A decoloring agent for fats and oils or mneral oils, conprising
an activated clay obtained by treating a dioctahedral snectite clay m neral
Wth an acid, wherein the activated cl%ﬁ has an average particle dianeter
(D50) of 20 to 30 gmcal cul ated as the volune relying upon the | aser
diffraction scattering nethod and contains fine particles of not |arger
than 5 pmin an anount.of not |larger than 15% by volune, has a bulk density
in a rangﬁbggrotgo to 0.70 g/cc, has a pore volunme at pore dianeters of 17
to 3,000 6 *6°35 to 0. 40 cc/ g as neasured relying upon the nitrogen
adsorpti on nethAodecahdriiag ageati 6oof fehe bubkodéssiotry mane rialie opdrsg vol une
(bul k density/ pare vol une .55 10 1.95. . The _decol oring agent
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retenti ondioctahedral smectite clay mineral with an acid, wherein the

5 activated clay has an average particle diameter (Dsg) of 20 to
30 um calculated as the volume relying upon the laser
diffraction scattering method and contains fine particles of
not larger than 5 um in an amount.of not larger than 15% by
volume, has a bulk density in a range of 0.60 to 0.70 g/cc, has

10 a pore volume at pore diameters of 17 to 3,000 A of 0.35 to
0.40 cc/g as measured relying upon the nitrogen adsorption
method, and has a ratio of the bulk density and the pore volume
(bulk density/pore volume) in a range of 1.55 to 1.95. The
decoloring agent has excellent filtering property, high

15 decoloring property and low o0il retention.





