METHOD OF FORM NG BLI ND HOLES I N A SHEET OF MATERI AL Abstract A nethod of
formng blind holes in a sheet material is provided. The nethod includes
punchi ng the sheet material to define a hollow projection through the
material and shearing a |ayer of material fromthe sheet material to forma
seal ed end over an opening of the hollow projection to formthe blind hole.
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enl arging the hollow projection to a desired dianeter of the blind hole and
shearing the |ayer of material with ¢ tapered pins with progressively

decreasing dianeters. As the seal ed nmed is likely to have an uneven

surface, the sealed end may be flattened to render a nore refined
appear ance. Fi‘yighegl of forming blind holes in a sheet material ts provided. The method

includes punching the sheet material to define a hollow projection through the material
5 and shearing a layer of material from the sheet material to form a sealed end over an
opening of the hollow projection to form the blind hole. Further processing of the sheet
material may be required depending on the desired diameter of the blind hole. Such
further processing includes enlarging the hollow projection to a desired diameter of the
blind hole and shearing the layer of material with several tapered pins with progressively
10 decreasing diameters. As the sealed end formed is likely to have an uneven surface, the

sealed end may be flattened to render a more refined appearance.
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