SURFACE COVERI NGS | NCUUDI NG DECORATI VE STRIPS Fi el d of
the invention The invention relates to surface
WwW@oneneisgs, particularly to interior and exterPOT/AU2008/001179
surface coverings and screens having a plurality of
decorative strips. Background to the invention Linings
for interior surfaces, such as walls and ceilings, in
both residential and conmmerci alt buil dings are wel |
~known in the art. These take nmany forns. One of the
nost conmon of these is to cover. the walls and
ceilings wi t SUBFAGHCGOVERINGSWEILUDINGAECORATIVE Sympsal | y
have a flat, snooth, papered-covered surface and
S|Ighh % 3 vel Ie edges The bevel | ed edges are
abutteg t %WE?‘@Urlng instal lation and subsequently
are typlcally filled with a gypsum based joint - :
cczfrpowedmtéam@fr@:atése) @r@&aﬁt&ﬁ% baakihg t§ .'n{éh kG hor sfirface

- then pai nted storical ose people
who \/\gon?rmgs%(?se %eegbfg@,a\pi ’?J\‘Y‘tfﬁw 'M‘aétf'g%tl c finish
to their walls may apply wai nscoting. Wainscoting is

t ypi cBadkgrdungitateagventies the top of wall board on
interior walls for decorative purposes. The nateri al
used for the wainscoting is nost. often wood, but can

alGo HaNgmIor jinteriop SuHages. pugh e dvafiepad coiffsst & belh residential and
gy ps usenivess el buitirige iaregeall kAovat ihete ety [Tae s takto@ayefbimse One of the

gg\éﬁrﬂn&ﬂ Sorridclint bofmadd % HS&gerl"ﬁ‘é \b&lg\r/‘agwg&ilgggﬂﬁthl éyPng -based
desi gﬁg@g?fs% a%zflﬁ% %’@M%%ﬁ%p %oy eRRerRe- Cﬁéeﬁ%‘F airfage and slightly
st i | | bevaltedhesigek ntharbeyelled tgenare Girpitadsiegetberpluin@linstajtatof and

pag al it@%eﬁi@ﬁﬁl@&) apRslly MEd WilhSa @)fps&rh HRsda Wi @cj%p%[l&j to produce a

Ib(r)]glr \éée%u €SS Y%)t(llné(ﬁmsh W\{'Ilecrh IS} tpen palrﬁ)ed or wapp%pgr%!:l ' ng wal |

Historically those people Who want a more decorative or individualistic finish to their
walls may épply wainscoting. ' Waihscoting is typically instalied over the top of

20 wallboardb on interior walls for decorative: purpOSes. The material used for the
wainscoting is most often wood, but can also be particleboard, pressed metal sheets,
or gypsum-based mouldings. ‘ :

Another type of decorative covering traditionally used has been wood panelling.
25~ Such panelling may, for example, have a sculptural design carved or otherwise cut
into the panaels. '

A still further known variation comprises a plurality of paratlel spaced apart strips of
timber which are individually fixed over the top of the ceiling wall board. _Finishes
30  such as this have the added advantage of providing acoustic advantages.



such as this have the added advantage of providing
acousti c advantages. Sim |l ar arrangenents exist for

WO ni0e/0233p8 and exterior screens and exterior waPCT/Anebos/001179
surface panelling. Decorative screens and interior and
exterior wall and ceiling finishes, however, generally
suffer fromone major di sadvantage - they are very
| abour. intensive to create, an@ consequently are
.expensive. Further, in the comrercial environnment the
use of. suspended ceilings and nodul ar plastic, netal,
or gypailen ayaneanentsi ¢xishdortintprios apd eptamlssrehasamwemr wall and
comusirfpta@@elliigUch til es or panels are generally all -
the sane, are typically flat or provided with m ni nal
relief texture, and rarely have a warm and nat ur al
appeaP¥REEve IHENSAW 1P BT eferibaey and ceiling) finighes, however,

' | nst agdneratynslifientrem pao rmmwﬁwaatagbsahﬁt a0 el RSK liitéive to
' Qh@ﬁéns%ueﬁﬁr@%ﬁéﬁm invention to provide an

e

o
|n'provet§ or nore co ctive decorative panel
system for use as a screen or interior or exterior.
sur f aluethks, imi tsd carivadreiolvewicmmest toe usd of Isegehdaideiingsas raddular

| east m&gﬁn&& srfb@FamM&e@% iR méssa,l%%neﬁssedeeaka x&kagon.place

a he i nventl on east provi
LA Dol Bl PGl canerobal 58 e At Peghy feer provided wih
[ nvenmqnml refiefgeXtine sandopsivchaxs persrmizng nalytek priearance. They are

pr ovi gl@sofien Ay fikly RARGAN, BYERR8pbdd @bdieid s sl pAsperties.
panel s each having a plurality of decorative strips

and one or nore transverse supports supporting the
decor thisiapobisstqf fie presqntdnyeaticm te PrayiHe pg iffRYet 87 Mpigresteiective
amdél ddesgratiscpanel Sy fdriuag ad & adresodr knteridr exf extesibd surfasdfewsh that

a pan@\JerdoﬁleM nz;telgasq nad%refsééé”&v\%kt sd'ilnd‘ dfiyRg amenaéd lssues

each corati stri eas artiall ce
fr ane&%ﬂ'rk':\twe Y, }{les an ob;ect o?rihe ;nventEoneo at least ervufe tﬂe %Ilc wnth a useful

choice, -
20 Summary of the invention

In a first broad aspect the invention provides a modular panel system including

modular‘par-i_els each having a plurality of decorative strips and one or more

transverse supports supporting the decorative strips, said panels configured to
25 _mountto and disguise a supporting framework. : o :

Preferably, when a panel is mounted on a framework a facing edge of each .
decorative strip at least partlally conceals the framework

30 Preferably at least one end of each decorative strip is profiled such that, when a
panel is mounted on a framework, a facing edge of each decorative strip extends



Preferably at | east one end of each decorative strip
is profiled such that, when a panel is nounted on a

wo caomsspk, a faci ng edge of each decorative SPET/AU2008/001179
ext endsaround a framework nmenber to provide a gap
bet ween ends of strips on adjacent panels |less than a
w dth of the framework nenber. Preferably the panels
are configured to conceal joind between panels.
Preferably the decorative strips on installed panels
forma subs gantlall uni form covering of decorative
st ri FEUNBAJfameisTymerpRer iapfayide 3 08P belyperyendshf stippen adjacent
S upp@atesllebytheme widthenfthadrkewbrk Fetbef | xed attachnment to
the franemork Preferably the panels are configured to

fa p ﬂ@ q fi xed attachnment to adjacent
panel TP & PRBY §/3'F FRGWER IooNGral Igns PetwestyRanglpr anged
pérallel to each other. Preferably the position of a
stri Preradadly|tRé dbsoraingl sQifs 3R ARYtalBd pBRES 1 & Qﬁb&éfﬂaly driform
such that ggn%q§%%%gp% between that strip and an

t

adj acen tri adjacent install ed panel is
substantially the same as the spacing of any two

adj adesforably fMaspatels bib@oABURd RAREduppdHea b Hatameddf Without fixed

%ne|atté&%eHﬂS%e4rah%®l§rhng’ wherein at |east those parts
of the supports an e backlng visible in the

assenbl ed panel systemare the sanme colour. Preferably

t he Moeferably tpapelelssgrste@nigured| tudesinstafatanmuor fixeli Gfttachment to
SUPPQBhEaH phdefs. panel s, wherein at |east that part. of

the framework visible in an assenbl ed panel | ed

covering i s the same colour as the supports and

bi&c kiFgjeraply gfesleegsatiye stries dre amangod karatiehte esdppibert s and

t he backi ng are a dark colour, preferably

Preferably the position of a-strip paralle! to and adjacent an edge of the panel is such

that the spacing between that strip and an adjacent strip in an adjacent installed

panel is substantially the same as the spacing of any two adjaoeht strips on the
20 same panel. - |

Preferably each pahel includes a backing, wherein at least: those parts of the
supports and the backing visible in the assembled panel system are the same
colour. ' |

25 ' '
Preferably the modular panel system includes a framework for supporting the panels,
_wherein at least that part of the framework visible in an assembled panelied covering
is the same colour as the supports and backing.

30  Preferably the framework, the supports and the backing ére é dark colour, preferably
. black. - | '



bl ack. Preferably the backing is an acoustic material .
Preferably the franework and the transverse supports
ware@oedsesir ed so as to disguise the framework POTIAU2008/001179
transverse supports. Preferably at |east those parts
of the supports and the franework visible in the
assenbl ed panel systemare the sanme colour. Preferably
t he nodul ar panel systemis a 4odul ar-ceiling panel.
system Preferably the supporting framework is a
standard ceiling grid framework. In a second broad
as pe Erefarply the bagking irpnrcovstig metedalnpdul ar panel system
i ncl udi ng nndular panels each having a plurality of

uppErtHey PhiRed S 08 vitey FRE Sirb ShAfed PR biSguse

conf ithguraawwopds ang transveree suPselSporti ng framework, the
f gamewor k and t he transverse supports bei ng col oured

SO a%’r%farag%sgﬁelagt th% ao@%@%rlﬁ)tpﬁngkdatlror i led/ork vrsrbe m’ the

suppor roa aspec I'nvention provi
a parefemblad|rger! staheedie %ﬁ‘ﬁ‘?éog‘rfpport s and plurali ty
of decorative strips, each support conprising an

el On%ér&aa?rﬁe%dt]@magl st W Ahdduar Bdilink paRs YREHe

not ches arranged along its length for receiving and
retaining -the strips, each notch having one or nore
pr of ifreerabiilfesupmrtiod frabivyk istesigsderd ceiling gid framewdkor or
exterior wall or ceiling covering panel. Aternatively

tPP: ; gﬁg%lﬁcoin broad asé ecF ihgrmv tro%)i)trﬁdleg h gS? Ban%?%lem mcludmg

for retent
of t rr@derec d’ﬁ'éﬁ'f‘r @ecfsr\?\rrpgsa fg’f’é'ﬁlePéﬁPW‘t“M‘e sHiPSF IOt or mors
eqc h taeivehsel Supgortsofiphetngitref ddcerativer atfigy; adaidy pdriels pafigired to

I s CQ\QJ Py Qrggcﬁt r%efrdg{egg&l e @a%&&k AREN krahibRe lsfRris trerng

panel s. refer each panel are shaped
‘to rcebppd sgag pige e fr 'efrﬁf%a"dﬁraef EFEBHP e

decorative strips are formed fromtinber, netal or
pl ast,}, Q%iw&ﬁia%l)ect the invention provides a panel including one or more supports
20 and a plurality of decorative strips, each support comprising an elongate member
. having a plurality of transverse notches arranged along its length for receiving and
retaining the strips, each notch having one or more profiled edges. '

Preferably the panel is an interior or exterior wall or ceiling covering panel.

25 .
Alternatively the panel is an interior or exterior screen panel.

Preferably the profiled edges are shaped for retention of the decorative strips.

30 Preferably the profile of each notch is a toothed profile.

Preferably the panel is configured to be installed with one or more like panels.



Preferably the supports are generally U shaped
supports. Preferably the supports are forned froma
woredoalo23s8by ef erabl y t he supports are extrusi onSPCT/AU2008/001179
Preferably the decorative strips are arranged In
paral | el spaced apart relationship Preferably the
decorative strips are arranged with respect to the
supports such that their widthd3is substantially
per pendi cul ar to the -supports and each of the- v
decorative strips is substantially w der than it is
thick. In a fourth broad aspect the invention provides
a parrebfeiabig thecidges o BSchQiandTRFeShSpHANG FdoSiva B BurboR btdiclkd. T Y
of decorative strips, each support conprising an
el ongat e nenber having a plurality of transverse
not c %’é%fe'éw Hrfleaeraive skt #re Tarapdrom Hpber, raetal oy plagjica material.
retai ning the strips, wherein each support is
subst Inafifth
br oadﬁg%%ggk%t H@%S@%f’%ﬁ%‘?%ﬁ‘g@%& panel i ncl udi ng
one or nore elongate supports and a plurality of
decorl%tefamelyﬂterwpmrteaeﬁomvrmlg aandtasick surface with a
pl ur aI | ty of notches forned therein, wherein each"
e raﬁlu orut |ﬂs received within notches in two or
rmre o? & "GetBrAL APSEEY s and has a
cross-secti onal shape matching the shape of the ,
not craeferaBly @fectealrbvetships @rapRthnged IrfpbirdilBl spadelapdt relationship.
exterior wall or ceiling covering panel. Alternatively
the panel is an interior or exterior screen
panel FrEpEPY e, F8roraliversiips remarragedwithigseechis thh syrrptgrigh that
iy e rtgit width i babsehiiztlg a¢reersiicpipototthearpperdarcidaaln of the titrarative
back s I%%stﬁﬂgilwaerﬂanﬁtr@thmt ch. Preferably each
notch has a shape which is narrower at the back
surface than at a w dest point of the notch.
In a fourth broad aspect the invention pravides a pansl including one or more
supports and a plurality of decorative strips, each support comprising an elongate
20 member having a plurality of transverse notches arranged along its length for
receiving and retaining the strips, wherein each support is substantially U-shaped in o

. cross-section.

In a fifth broad aspect the invention provides a panel including ane or more elongate |
25 supports and a plurality of decorative strips each having a back surface with a '
plurality of notbhes formed the;'ein, wherein each elongate support is received within
notches in two or more of the decorative strips and has a cross-sectional shape
matching the shape of the notches. ’

30  Preferably the panel is an interior or exterior wall or ceiling covering panel.

Alternatively the panel is an interior or exterior screen panel,



Preferably each notch is a dovetail shape. Preferably
each notch has one or nore recesses configured to

WO e@eioy3BILor r espondi ng protrusi ons on the el onpet/au2008/001179
supports. Preferably the elongate supports are forned
as extrusions. Preferably each decorative stripis
secured to the appropriate el ongate supports using a
fastener or adhesive. Preferabfy the el ongat e supports
are configured to engage with one or nore joining
menbers for joining the el ongate supports and/or
nmounting the covering to an-interior or exterior wall
or ceirtferagly ddcrfrotcAltay 4 h&pel ichain®e8ald pﬁﬁdrﬁerﬁ g AGEE elongate

01 L1 il S BDTRE R 45H s BYSIL e P ef e ably

t he joini orned as extrusi ons.
Preferably the joining nenbers are substantially :
T-5 hdyefdrablyteachs najershas Rr s wibbtyis tnheoyed iahiha Gackesdofacesthan at a

are ar,ge@,n&g,qot@esb{p,port a backing material. Preferably
the panel is nodular, and is configured to be

installed with one or nore |ike panels.Preferably each
modul Riefegsbiyepch netdhisiedovatall lemet two el ongate supports
Preferably the el ongate supports are. arranged to

p{OOt r#&%iﬂﬁ){y n %O?Cg g ﬁaso d]g & ol’fa nr?crl]'évral%cegsos p r C{ %0 recelve

posite e ane
| nst orr e@om'rswprpr%@npam@re §lopgate %Pmﬂjat e sup po r t S
overlap the join between panels. Preferably joining

”e”beﬁréfe%'ﬂﬁ}% 85:@ shﬁb%ng%r%%&@assék%% s for joining

t he el ongate sup orts and nounting t e covering to

a wall or ceiling, and these joining nmenbers span two

of5 ndirefershiyedash depasdtive abipyis tsheuretetoothatappreprite iejosgaie oupports .
for W&Q.nbraqagtéde[’r&&{dheﬁ@gl neered wood, netal or

"Preferab|y the elongate supports are configured to engage with one or more joining
members for joining the elongate supports .and/or mounting the oovering to an
20  interior or exterior wall or ceiling.

Preferably the elongate supports engage with the joining members using a push-fi.
Preferably the joining members are formed as extrusions.

25 . o

‘ Preferably the joining members are substantially T-shaped extrusions.

_Preferably the joining members are arranged to support a backing material.

30  Preferably the pahel is modular, and is canfigured to be installed with one or mare
- like panels. '



plastics material. Preferably the decorative stripes
are arranged in parallel spaced apart rel ationship.
wee@bormbd y t he decorative stripes are arrangePCmaUbos/001179
respect to the supports such that their width is
substantially perpendicular to the supports and each
of the decorative stripes is substantlally wi der than
it is thick. The invention may’be used in coverings
for wall 1inings, celllng I|n|ngs privacy screens,

- gar agge .do nel s, suns wi ndow f ur ni shi ng
ext e%ﬁ%{?ra@y 8%% rﬁ‘ij’”’%@“&'é?@‘d&ﬁﬂf least e plongalp s%pﬁ@‘ﬁ oi nery
i ndustry. The invention enabl es | ong spans of tinber

such P@éfeljeﬂvmre‘f’ongéte %h fs 4@ aﬁ'@vﬁ&a"to t Bk FFORSHHRRALL ﬁd%panel
when M

ter me ng %gggwt‘]‘e a recess gtt ?’fpé’%'%e'edgﬁaﬁh%%ﬁ?ﬁﬁ' f%ﬁgﬂtduhepr%wa Ied with
un”der”kﬁk/mlsrﬁ'@f q'watgaunmrtw@ﬂamtcemthemo eaneli.t h eit her
an exclusive or an inclusive neaning. For the purpose

O o & BREShhg Merildrs oY 1i6%Re WAL 2860 B8 10npg

.thes are have an 1 Hel ust
- i . &longaeFuRRPYS ané@f rarliRg the cavesng B waler 9%'!“9@'61““%9!0'"'"9
onI y.rmdrrﬁ)ersssmedvomonpmnmnéts whi ch the use directly
ref erences, but aI so to other non-specified conponents
~or el rpag)|1t esrlptlfon offthe drawn%%{ The
i nvertTERYWH eﬁ%’ﬁ}’ B RESET PHEY Y WP s olaseisrhveed. metal or
" onl y plaglishinatesfabr ence to t he acconpanyi ng drawi ngs, in
which: Figure 1 is a back view of a nodul ar panél

o Ul edPE RN sl o e pore
v15ew of t he panel of Figure 1; Figure 4 is a side view
of a Puetbiabi@ theCdRcdrbtivg sEIPYLErE aga@ame:ltﬁ respect to the supports such that

their width is substantially perpendicular to the supports and each of the decorative
stripes is substantially wider than it is thick. '

20  The invention may be used in coverings for wall finings, ceiling linings, privacy
screens, garage door panels, sunshades, window furnishing, external -cladding,
screens and louvers for the joinery industry.

The invention enables long spans of timber such as Iouvers or slats to appear tobe .
25 unsupported when viewad from the front.-

it is acknoWledged that the terms "comprise", “comprises” and “comprising” may,
under varying jurisdictions, be attributed with either an_exclusive or an inclusive
_ meaning. For the purpose of this specification, and unless otherwise noted, these
30 terms are intended to have an inclusive meaning - i.e. they will be taken to mean an
inclusion of not only the listed components which the use directly references, but

also to other non-specified components or elements. . '



Figure 5is a side view of two ceiling panels
supported by a hanging ceiling support; Figure 6 is an
wenaoweamys of a panel according to a further enmboOTOATZ08/)01179
Figure 7 is a plan view of the panel of Figure 6;
Figure 8 shows a notch in a decorative strip and an
el ongate support engaged in the notch; Figure 9 is a
simlar viewto . Figure 8, showfng an el ongate support.
and joining nmenber; Figure 10 is a simlar viewto
Figure 9, showing a joining nenber for retaining a
backing material; Figure 11 is a simlar viewto
Fi guririef Oescsiption efthe Hewwirmeki ng material; Figure 12
shows an el ongate support and decorative strip
accor urt her enbodi nent; Figure 13 shows the
j oi nlﬁ‘g qﬁ@%@rw"j)?“ﬁp‘bﬁ?s@"w by pyay f exariple; epiiaavith sefetens to the
. nm¥dulageonprendhgdrawipohe whitkt al | ed; Figure 15 a further
~ enbodi nent of a panel accordlng to the invention

nmount g a fr nmechani sm f or
mount |ﬂ‘gb? he 'sé%ge RSP w%l'l é&"‘l@al‘?{ a???édqurtaﬁﬁe erpbYimpest
17 sHidewean eX?ﬁﬁ'@?Uﬁwe’stb@lpﬁnﬁlctfﬁ@deunt| ng of the
panelFigire Bi guriea i&vohdiide lidveoflthcimhel oFFngaa 18 is a side

Vioew lﬂﬁur@ttf ur tibg&a&&mg{ Men! or géllm c[)r\l/:)erulﬁI aaEne anel

system ure IS a side View erP cullar to the
si de \}s?tgﬁ, of r_tf, ﬁlﬁd@ \ﬂ_%/v of two ceiling panels supported by a hanging ceiling
support; .
Figure 6 _is an end view of a panel according to a further embodiment;
Figure 7 _ is a plan view of the panel of Figure 6; '
15 Figure 8 - shows a notch in a decorative strip and an elongate support engaged
in the notch; '
Figure 9 s a similar view to Figure 8, showing an elongate support and joining
member; ' '
Figure 10 .lS a similar view to Figure 9, showing a ]omlng member for retalnlng a
20 backing material; ‘
Figure 11 is a similar view to Figure 10, showing the bac:kmg material;

Figure 12 shows an elongate support and decorative strip accordung toa further
_ embodiment .
' Figure 13 shows the joining member of Figure 12;
25 Figure 14 shows how two modular panels may be installed;
Figﬁre 15 a further embodiment of a panel according to the invention mounted-
_ ) in a frame; .
- Figure 16 shows the mechanism for mounting the panel of Figure 15 in the
frame, '
30 Figure17  shows an extrusion used in the mounting of the panel of Figure 15
~into the frame; ‘
Figure18 s a side view of a further embodiment of a modular panel system;



Figure 20 is a view fromthe front of the nodul ar
panel system of Figure 18; Figure 21 is a plan view

wo canarordses back of the nodul ar panel system of PCTAU2008/001179

18. . Figure 22 is a plan view fromthe front of the
nodul ar panel systemof Figure 18, Figure 23 is a side
view of a further enbodiment, including a services

panel ; Figure 24 is a side V|e9vof a further .

embodi ment, showi ng anot her type of services panel
Figure 25 shows a further enbodi nent, for floating

cei | FiRyradbl i dua sigmdew Rirpandieulaso Hiesivs viawobEiglier@;

arr am@m fara WBMfﬂ&m Uﬁ f@nmﬁl\'éln%u@%%gl s§§4§r¥1 %m’@&}e 4s;

wal l ngl 9 § %ZV @ 0 LﬂarFﬁ% stem: of Figure
furthe odi e 158t': "7 88%3 epf"l% Qﬁ'rs’é‘i i Flgure
-~ back VI ew of d8panel 1 according to a first

efibodiiguen22 Sis 4 piér \ew odm the droRSoT i rnolam@.r;}aaél 59£tem of Flgure 18;

ext eHg‘BFe ’J’@l | |§3£ ss&ee\}u% w &Qalf&r{?\\é%r#\&g ér%nt mtcl% i g ts?rwﬁ%s &tmel

panek %PC udes ura fy cor
whi ch'94F %upﬁo?tsé’(? Yisw &f g1 fusther jempogimenty amw@r geother type- of
supports 3. Theveegpmoelt s 3 are generally el ongate and
SpanFRurdBEer sedwss s e;%bodmfﬁt %?‘[ﬂgétnn% o&% c?kaﬁlications;

0 n a

ispst gl edzeon S te but e erag’r%g‘éi r
nonbe "5 5od S HRREY '? an E‘H"‘?"ﬁ tigs & madyienpanelsystem
of strips 2 altﬂjay%lbp'@#ts 3 and capabl e of installation

SO afiglifs T OV istifivsd [BISkaRdingb bYurhel & oA er i ng.
Figure 2 |s a side view of the panel of Figure 1. The

supports 3 3 may be generally Ushaped channels as shown
i n FPgaMed 9°s4HBtitfhy be formed from:a suitable netal,
déch as aluminiumor steel, or froma suitable r|g|d

Pl astigGre 1158 bSHARIY &% p%né'm%c&‘?dmg to a first embodiment, suitable for use
as an interior or exterior wall or ceiling covering or a screen. The panel 1 includes a
plurality of decorative strips 2 which are supported by a plurality of transverse
supports 3. The supports 3 are generally elongate and spén a n,umbér of strips 2.

20 _ . .

The panel 1 may be installed on sits, but is p!'efeéably formed in a number of

modular panels, each including a plurality of strips 2 and supports 3 and 6apable of

installation so as to provide a substantially uniform covering.

25  Figure 2is a' side view of the panel of Figure 1. The supports 3 may be generally U-
shaped channéls as shown in Figure 2 and may be formed from a suitable metal,
such as aluminium or steel, or from a suitable rigid ‘p_lastic. The supports 3 may be
-formed by stamping and roll forming,'or any other suitable method.

30 Figure 3 is a detailed side view perpendicular to the view of Figure 2, This shows
the strips 2 supported in notches 4 in the support 3. The ndtqhes 4 each have edges



formed by stanmping and roll form ng, or any other
suitable nmethod. Figure 3 is a detailed side view
w@esopmrsspcul ar to the view of Figure 2. This shomauURdee/001179

strips 2 supported in notches 4 in the support 3. The

not ches 4 each have edgeswhich are profiled so as to
retain the strips 2 nore effectlvely In Figure 3,

each notch has a profile consilting of a series of

teeth 5 cut into |ts edges To assenble the wall or

CEI|I%%BCOVEF q%h e g corative strips may b held in

2 sui e PRlCRA? PR & TR 1 56iPE 2 mora eleRivoit K BB 3. ach
pl ac@olgh his aprafile tasisiing ohaseres of teeth frratdsteds édyes pl ace
by a suitable machine. The decorative strips 2 nay be

for fro [, mber I neer ed woo such as ned

dengﬁig Voot I,,gg,e §a¥hor ‘ﬁﬁ'&%?‘i"’@"'&' st g]eégragyﬁ 5 @ay bo held in &
mit esHigble jigivdile the 4upnorts 3 siradknogiedinto blace witidal natiet paharhmer, or
showipfgset it piaBSbyaf subtid PScrihe. €ach held in a toot hed:
notch 4 in a support 3. The profiled notches 4 provide
for more secure retention of the decorative strips 2,

wi t hdlP derrsative StiPs 3 mpw BB fPed tremsirleerf enainegred fwasd dauch as
st ri mediunsteesil fiblebdaas)t manitio or i Buitable inatdrigl. @ suppor t
Ul ng screws.- or the |ike, each strip is sinply set
intoF%gl . in a toothed notch, which effectlvelé ]
retai s the a'§tdr‘°|"|8"" oFR qod ulprpangly o9 Zreriel sipt & egfipheld in
easi lajocihkadianatshddh afipget & 5 shows two nodul ar ceiling
covering panels 7 each forned as descri bed above. The

edge_.TﬂE Hroﬁfég Hgt es 4 provu?e tfor more secure et%\tlrstljeg ﬁ %dgcé{raotlrve_ strips 2,’ |

recel vi
B 41108 e 1o IRbAUTINE TS NN P esih stipmiystase o fseténing cach
. pl acetripfto ahwappcecRss sBrelvdror tHef liker &iah serIQ@ﬁlm@fy s‘éUﬂﬂpﬁlﬁoe ina -

str u%dﬂ{e@ no{EP %nchaéﬁelztﬁﬁl%'etgnfthg qgn ?l-g rg}%oatrnﬁ supports are

stripis g acin
stri F2EXPefI®Aeyond the edge of the hang| ng ceiling V
_suppdigureds sifdwes tgapna@blai seiling covering panels 7, each formed as described

20  above. The edge of each panel 7 is formed with a recess 8 for receiving a hanging
ceiling suppott 9 or similar support structure. A different profile may be used in place
of the recess 8 for different types of support structure.

Thus, at least one end of each decorative strip is broﬂled_ so that a facing edge 8a of
25 the strip extends beyond the edge of the hanging ceiling support-9. 'The gap 8b is
therefore less than the width of the bottom section 9a of the hanging celling support
9. This not only partly. conceals the hanging celling support 9. but provides a smaller
~gap between the ends of decorative strips on adjacent pahels. This contributes
towards an illusion of a continuous covering or-continuous decorative strips.
30



therefore less than the width of the bottom section 9a
of the hanging ceiling support 9. This not only partly
W@ w9m23888 t he hangi ng celling support 9 but prevl/dE2008/001179

smal |l er gap between the ends of decorative strips on

adj acent panels. This contributes towards an il l usion

of a continuous covering or continuous decorative

strips.ln the enbodi ment' showilin Figure 5, each strip

may al so be supported in part by the hanging ceiling

support 9, since the top part of the profile 8

pr ovi't e embegipegichow incFquegﬁ, esich stp mayelsiechegivppprted in-part by

clz Si. | itiRohagipg %mn@sup}ii»rgﬂrsﬁc@ tﬂe&ogﬂﬁare?dhélr b@We @f prlaviﬁ%rl\eéurfaoe
a I igment . e pane

I ncl B@gé%n%f %nﬁﬁpé-nylvéfgﬁggg?pg’ i9Ve strips 11, which

are supported by a plurality of transverse supports

13. TFyarest ppordnd vikd ofb farge NRsdbidyg © & AgBéceniddinfRa Mhélpanel

nunbeg ; i . | I e | || ed :

1o s by ol 088 A0 TR PR e
panel@nsigrse sueaes fe| [FisHEPoHS BT aregere gy siongete apd span afpynber
suppof $tgpsl?. and capabl e of installation so as to

‘provide a substantially uniformcovering. The

decorative siri 11 be formed fromti e,_.- |
oG BBt BBt Pe i RLo A T PR DY ST RPBLA pumber of
met allike panglst 10ceash insfukieg aplyralityiof etripratleandaMpPoRs  d8ed Fapable of
a bacfstallplicao\dl @/préfidea S6&aRBIyQMiIHR dovaiingCei | | ng

covering panel, showi ng the decorative strips 11 and
el ongate supports 12. Figure 8 is a detailed

cr ossthggleepratveaitingg! 1t ey Pefagned bem dimbers epgineeed wapth(such as

st i pnédigd dmheisy fibradoard), mewe plasticoheaterkBitdoter materidin it s
back surface 14. The notch is preferably narrower at
t he back surfsc% than at_ its vvi-desp1 Poi,nt, an

fe 8

have FBRtfo] B & PPoks A BV s SRR e el SHBR P Ente APl showing
shapetk desotive gridsi 1 and elbigatetshepontetizh 13 and t he shape ‘

of the notch prevents the support 12 from being pulled
v Oﬂ} Ol-figutrg Qisa detailed cross-section along the length of one strip 11. Each strip
‘includes one or more notches 13 formed in its back’ "surfaceAM, The notch is
preferably narrower at the back surface than at its widest point, and may have a
dovetail shape, as shown. The support 12 is shaped so as to fit within the notch 13
and the shape of the notch prevents the support 12 from being pulled out of the

26  notch 13 in the direction indicated by amow 15.

The support 12 }s also secured to the decorative strip 11 using a fastener 16, such
as a nail, screw or the like, in order to hold the decorative strip in the appropriate -

~ position Mth respect to the support. Alternatively a suitable adhesive could be used.

30  As a further alternative, a crimping arrangement could be used to form a connection
between the support 12 and decorative strip 11. This amangement could use
materiai foﬁned integrally with the support 12 or decorative strip 11 to form the



notch 13 in the direction indicated by arrow 15. The
support 12 is also secured to the decorative strip 11
w@I2000923898 ast ener 16, such as a nail, screw orp¢hau2008/001179
like, in order to hold the decorative strip in the
appropriate position with respect to the support.
Alternatively a suitable adhesive could be used. As a
further alternative, a crinping arrangenent coul d be
used to forma connecti on between the support 12 and
decorative strip 11. This arrangenment could use
mat er@P- CbrREPAAR Sifmant ould tie erifeped Uip pesinpect 2hgrsupport and
decordetérsrestipi p 11 to formthecrinp, or a separate
~el enment could be crinped to connect the support and
decorative strip. To assenble the panel, the supports
12 ar'® aSpeepls the Ba?f‘bé'?et §uppPris 2 @reeslifh 6‘!%99%0’1'3 thefigfighgs §Havhile
- st& i phe drids Hrae hed ctesdyand suitaledig s Badtalatsel6) drgthen used to secure
- Fast qRe&ppdife @rtgthgtgg,gs yped to secure the supports 12
to the strips 11. Figure 9 is a simlar viewto that
of Figure 8. However, in this enbodi nent the support
12 erfgauged isvat simisr Jv@wrtpngatméﬁmgn'e 80 Hhwevey.dn fiin gmbodiment the

SI i |5%bp&ﬂp23@fdagé92wﬁmg/j&ﬁmm&5ém Rf grh@ @wammgsubpon 12 .
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- por
oid'? Rk Bhe SSer R Bt arouhd
corr evsap@ﬁerpiﬁ'@'qw 8t whish ersoe pithepreprongling picligsians @B en thegoining
si npl ryerhtser 129, @yl Gding & pushlfine Thedjoiming gneMdBHEr M2 bertymBeas an
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provi des I nst al

A et e Afeeiat, (e Apies emba: Og iedoge e ter
t 19rb equitaie mbteda, vatbiahpblitebleratoes-segtion. Wi t h any suitabl e
cross-section. The joining nenber 20 conceal.s not only

% ggt J 'ﬂ@ﬂém?@%ewﬁ?r ('Zﬁ%lgrgcelglﬁ_tégtf&n g I’Wﬁ ¢ 32 Eee na%'r? qoane S P& als% the nails
cover¢rraghes fastdperssi@ewhiph @mﬂpﬁ@anbytﬁ{e the surface covering can be seen
from the back.

tﬁlppor‘twlzt is formed with a

20 . .
The elongate support 12 and joihihg member 20 may both be formed as extrusions,
for ease of manufacture.

Figure 10 is a similar view to those of Figures 8 and 9. However, in this embodiment
25 joinihg member 20 is arranged to support a backing material. The joining member ‘
20 is formed with clips 25 protruding from its back surface. The clips 25 receive a
_ backing material 26, as shoWn in figure 11. Whénvthe covering is installed, the
backing material 26 will be visible between the decorative strips 11. The backing
material may be an acryli¢ or colourbond material, or other suitable material. Use of
30 a backing material may be particularly desirable when the covering is used for
garage doors, for example. Backmg materials may also be used for lighting effects
~inceilings orwalls,



The el ongate support 12 and joi ni ng nenber 20 may both

be formed as extrusions, for ease of manufacture.
woe@unesst® is a simlar viewto those of Fi guresT/8U2008/001179

9. However, in this enbodi ment joining nenber 20 is

arranged to support a backing material. The joining

menber 20 is fornmed with clips 25 protruding fromits

back surface. The clips 25 redéi ve a backing materi al

26, as shown in figure 11. Wen the covering is
“installed, the backing material 26 will be visible

bet ween the decorative strips 11. The backing materi al
‘may lﬂgu&rs 1a@ngr H3 ehoBla mm{@%@eﬁ%rﬁ%%bbﬁ&t 120 I‘rh@telh ate support
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el ongat e support ongate support 12 is
generally simlar to the el ongat e support of Figures 9
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t he nedss 30, Tretspaengadf thedebor@tive GRipk BAB3CRAEREH hOthe joint will then
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pane'su%ﬁ&ﬁuél@@ﬁ%nﬁkb@h%% b8 a@:hlecvgd aSind Quchiphnai thin the
‘recess 30. The spacing of the decoratlve strips 32, 33

adj acent to the joint will then be substantially the
sane FigyresHé & hagiong syeetvie &1 fiting the chieering taca. feateremiper 35. The
dec offraink Wesniber inpsbeld doof Bemé 6 dhyiothet fﬂﬁn@&dﬁn@@t ray be an existing
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A joiner 36, shown in detail in Flgure 17, mcludes a sleeve section 37 configured to
lie over the top of the decorative strips 11. The joiner 36 may be secured to those
decorative strips using fasteners 38. The joiner 36 also includes a protrusion 40
" 25  configured to sit in a recess in the frame member 35. The recess can be closed after
‘ installation of the joiner 36 using a small piece 41 preferably formed from the samé
material as the rest of the frame member, as shown in the finished join of Figure 15.

The joiner 35 may be formed as an extrusion, B

30 Figure' 18 shows a further embodiment in which a number of modullarvpanels 50 are
supported by a framework 51 which may be a standard T-grid hanging celling
framework. Each modular panel includes a number of decorative strips 52



strip 32. This provides an invisible join between
nodul ar panels, allowing a substantially uniform
W@ o00e/23sg8 t 0 be achi eved using such panel s. FiBCr/as2a8/001179
to 17 show a structure for fitting the covering to a
frame nenber 35. The frane nmenber nmay be door frame or
any ot her framework and may be an existing franemork
to which the covering is retrofditted or-a
purpose-built framework. A joiner 36, shown in detai
in Figure 17, includes a sl eeve section 37 configured
to | iSHPRAVEH by Wnsyesse sperisS3deivchionly enaisrsheysn in FiguThts). The
j oi neanderseByproas Mag sit &thé D.glidlose decorative strips
using fasteners 38. The joiner 36 also includes a
protrusion 40 configured to sit in a recess in the
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of tm ame, nepper, -as s own’ I n ished join o
Fi gur8oaVePHigs Phi ner 35 may be forned as an
extrusion. Figure 18 shows a further enbodinent in
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dul ar -pane oIn
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facing | ayer, such as a Lantor fabric |ayer. The

backl tween t he decoratlve s ' '
e GBlyBr Fas oSBT S p LA IOy Sy artss & b sBp benind
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- bel ow, nmay be the same colour. Preferably the supports

5§b In one embodiment the T-grid defines a standard framework size. For example, the
T-grid may form a number of 1200 by 600mm rectangles, each supporting a single
panel module. This has the advantage that the backing material can also be a
standard size, so can easily be installed. - The backing material 55 sits -natura'lly
within the space defined by the vertical parts 56 of the T-grid members 51. A
- 25  The decorative strips 57, 58 which are adjacent the join between panels are spaced
| by a distance 59 which is identical to the distance between any two other adjacent
decorative strips 52. This helps to hide the join, so that a caovering formed from a
number of modular panels appears uniform from below. '

30 Especially if combined with the ‘camouflaged’ colour-matched supports 53,
framework 51 and backing 55, this contributes to the illusion of a continuous, uniform
covering of floating decorative slats. This colour matching and/or the spacing of the



and the framework nenbers are a dark col our, such as
bl ack. In many settings these nenbers will then fade
w0 209/023888 backgr ound, or be canoufl aged, creatP@OAUR®S/001179
illusion of the decorative strips floating in md-air,
unsupported. The backing 55 may be the sanme col our as
t he supports 53 and the franmework nmenbers 51, further
~contributing to this illusion.15Preferably, for ease of
installation and for -allowi ng easy access to the space
behi nd the panels, the panels are not fixed to the
f r anesttips I@r@mdtiomdpetwem ppEateeban alkm bengppieth @d ame nt tHehgane!
T- grls&ua@}gggﬁ,&naﬂsé@&damyfranemrk si ze. For exanpl e,
the T-grid may forma nunber of 1200 by 600mm :
rectangles each supporting a single panel noduje.
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space defined by the vertical parts 56 of the T-grid
menbers 51. The decorative strips 57, 58 which are-
adj adigute 2(hie ajpaitiallylvet avegviepe Eesn@iuRr SPRCSeteMyrotn below. This
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- 20 | |
Figure 22is a plan view of the modular panel system from below, again showing the
T-grid members 51a ~ 51d and the decorative strips 52.

As the modular panels are preferébly not fixed to the framework or to adjacent
25 panels, panels can easily be lifted from the framework if it is necessary to access ths
space behind the installed covering. However, in some settings it may be -
advantageous to provide a dedicated. services panel to allow access to the space
" behind the installed ooven'ng.

30 Flgure 23 shows an mstalled oovenng including a number of panels 50, supported by
T-grld members 5t. In order to maintain the modular nature of the covering and its
installation in a standard framework, an extra T—gnd member 64 may be instalied



T-grid nmenber 5 1. Figure 20 is a partially cut away

vi ew of the nodul ar panel systemfrom below. This view
WG baws23sbe franework (i.e. the T-grid nmenbers BA)/AaD®s/001179

decorative strips 52. The strips are not shown in one

corner of the central panel, euch that the backing 55

can be seen. The backing 55 is forned as a rectangul ar
~bat which sits in a rectangul até cell formed by the

vertical parts (not shown in Figure 20) of the T-grid

menbers 51a, 51b, 51c, 5 1d.  Figure 2 1 is a plan view

of t PREMRAMIVE FtapriarbT-odd menabers $1orf RATENES, of isiss o stendrd width is
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to allow access to the space behind the installed
coveri nlﬁ isﬁure 23 shows an installed covering
R

i ncl Jd¢ fibar egbodyasntinwaen ag eﬁ%ww%gﬁm G ip ysed for
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-t he C'ﬂgﬁf |aﬂg o%'f]sﬁi\cé E&@Mlé"%'fﬁﬁg '75 &h%teﬁ&dw gf the decorative
et o et vis 7Pl P e PRa- Boe gk iy aperagoo t e

panel jusgon pf tha dnstallptagpveingrrgd the willdidrpridsrovers the ends of the strips
52. Where the wall angle fiting 75 is coloured black, this may also glve the

20 appearance ofa shadow gap.

Figure 27 shows a further panel system 80 in which a number of panels 81, 82 are
configured to fit to a number of parallel framework members 83, 84, 85. The
" framework members maiy again be standard T-grid members. - '
25 : ' _ '
l However, in this embodiment the panels 81, 82 supply the transyerée structure to the
framework. There are no transverse members in the framework, bui the cross-
members 86, 87, 88 in each panel are configured to engage with the framework
members 83, 84, 85. This is preferably achieved using a hook 90 or similar element
30 ateach end of the cross-member 86, 87, 88 which sits over the top of the framewark
' member 83, 84, 85. Thus, the panel pi'ovides a transverse rigidity to the panel
system. '



install ed between one Standard T-grid nenber 5 1 and

the extra T-grid nenber 64. Between the other standard
wa2@gwiogBspenber 5 1 and the extra T-grld nenber PGHAE2008/001179

services panel 66 is installed. Again, this is

preferably not fixed to the framework, so that Hcan

easily be lifted to access the space behlnd t he

covering. Figure 24 shows an al’ternative services

panel 67, shaped such that its bottom surface is |evel

with the bottom edges of the decorative strips 52.

Figure 25 shows how t he nodul ar panel system can be

adaptred efbodifb@adaigs Labduldh gystdn sinEbrbRRed pAndld ar%daécﬂto the
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52 In panel 76 sit in the wall angle. This provides a
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vering a
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mhlc r f e
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mMenb @rasticalip wevieduar bystdnsl. e enbodi nent the panel s 81, 82
supply the transverse structure to the framework.

Therg arewgo transverg{ef penbers in the framework, but =
the Cr'Bs® sUSB 23Sy OG0 COTRANENESa TN &f yooden sirips and

conf ieoded cereponpin gEhaiomRonehis afe easibuRsNkected to form the panels.

20  Although the invention has baen described with reference to wall or ceiling
coverings, the invention may also find applications in cladding, doors, Including
garage doors, su‘n'sha'des, window ooveh‘ngs, screens (such as privacy screens) and

~ the like. '

25 Acoustic blankets or other acoustic elements fnay’ be Installed behind the decorative
strips. Other backings may be provided for other effects, e.g. visual or lighting
‘effects. : ’

. Although the drawings show the decorative strips lying perpendicular to their
30 supports the strips could also be slanted. This has the benefit of hiding the
' ,underlymg structure when viewed from the front.



menbers 83, 84, 85. This is preferably achieved using

a hook 90 or simlar elenment at each end of the
w@e@ss23sesrber 86, 87, 88 which sits over the tpor/aidBeo1179

framewor k menber 83, 84, 85. Thus, the panel provides

a transverse rigidity to the panel system This

enbodi nent renmai ns a nodul ar system since preforned

panels are fitted to the pre-ggisting or pre-installed

framework. The panels are attached to the framework

solely by the weight of the panels and the
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Thor BAESES tie SIRRILNTER e i rarpiun aed Brbos apustative
e b o §ranEkSsShOND wrd Aepcriegu rAssordingly, d2Bartvees hay by mikey frerd such
The  idatigniihott dapantreiesm the BBiElLraEopR N Ble ADYRdAS ¥AbENnventive
Creatgse éoverlngs Wit h ‘an appearance approxi mati ng

t hat "proVi ded by continuous strips, but with the
practicality of nodular systens. The panels may use
easily fabricated conponents, such as wooden strips

and extruded conponents. Th conponents are easily
connected to formthe panels. Although the invention

has been described with reference to wall or ceiling
coverings, the invention may also find applications in

cl addi ng, doors, Including garage doors, sunshades,

Wi ndow coverings, screens (such as privacy screens)

and the |ike. Acoustic blankets or other acoustic

el enents may be Installed behind the decorative



strips. O her backings may be provided for other
effects, e.g. visual or lighting effects. Although the

wale@eiozdsss show t he decorative strips |ying PCT/AU2008/001179
per pendi cul ar to their supports, the strips could al so
be slanted. This has the benefit of hiding the
under|ying structure when viewed fromthe front. Wile
the present invention has beed?illustrated by the
description of the enbodi ments thereof, and while the
enbodi nent s have been described in detail, it is not
“the FhOMMR on of the Applicant to restrict or in any
way limt the scope of the invention to such detai

Add 41 onaloaddhERLAGES IR Jﬁ%hhﬁélﬁa@tdaﬁﬂé ol LaJn%tag gwamy of

appear to those sk e art

i nvent i9BFPRtYe Fies Fd008 F MeEdEAREErSe SUPRSHs FrrpRtiag thefepprative
speci f istipeersipassls copfiguesicn tratit Wearapizauisd alSuppoding framework.
nmethods, and illustrative exanpl es shown and

descy,i ed Accor art ur.es be made fro

suc h5d BPE Bt ?}’a@"yodéﬁ%"i? e F'P’oW'%‘%%“ SPPR P PARE 'S m°”"‘ed

scope @h atfﬁ*@e)ﬁ(pm 4 taging edgecné pashalecdrative sirip wtleast partially conceals

concepttheGtaMeddik. 1. A nodul ar panel system i ncl uding
dul ar panel s each having a plurality of decorative

strips and one or nobre transverse supports supporting

t he decomadylay@ary pysim aselpites grdaid 1o WhgtReat It seriprd of

t 0 and edirs gedpativa s8ippp Qurdfilcgsdch amm,v\mnéh aZand\ igDAoUNEd on a

panel Sfﬂéﬂe@m(aac' C?EI Q'egg‘éjof' e%ctpb@og\l\;e é)&‘ér{as \M&ﬁ&‘ Frame jork

panel is mounte f ramewor k cin eac
decor at’i’@v“ébeéi"r'?’%"'d&ta $686P§{‘”eﬁ%\Fqué1f ﬁtyp%}]%rg%ﬂegt%ﬁ@s less than a
fibanmewoyidkh of3he famaydid membeanel systemas clained in
claim.1l or 2 wherein at |east one end of each

?gc%ﬁ‘tﬁo{ Pﬁgdlﬁérr iaR?I isgsteﬂrﬁ %I: Ia%%d fsmu rl;;l rﬁrgcaetah%mrn wﬁerE rh?e panéls |
decor at%@”ﬁ@qf?‘bm é%céﬁéf%“saﬂebﬁﬁ'dp%ﬂ r amewor k |

20 5. A modular panel system as. _clalmed in any preceding claim wherein the
~ decorative strips-on installed panels form a substantially uniform covering of '
decorative strips.

_ 6. A modular panel .system as claimed in any preceding claim wherein the panels
25 are configured to be supported by the framework without fixed attachment to the
framework. '

. 7. A modular panel system as claimed in any précedlng claim wherein the panels
are configured to be installed without fixed attachment to adjacent panels.
: 3‘0 . . : . | .
8. A modular panel system as claimed in any preceding claim wherein the
decorative strips are arranged parallel to each other.



menber to provide a gap between ends of strips on

adj acent panels less than a width of the franmework
woreohoe3sosl. A nodul ar panel system as cl ai ned P@T/ang008/001179

precedi ng claimwherein the panels are configured to

conceal joins between panels. 5. A nodular panel

systemas clainmed in any preceding clai mwherein the

decorative strips on installed 0panel s forma

substantial ly uniformcovering of decorative strips.

6. A nodul ar panel systemas clainmed in any preceding

clai mwherein the panels are configured to be

‘Suppdt-t Adnddylat prmelf system\go rclairvddtin enpt prédexiag chint andam e gosition

. ;2 )e/ L{ Z&%}/\Qﬁﬂ;pagﬂel ) a'?ﬁQ@UjlaéUnt W%eaﬁgﬁgﬁg%lgss C%R?l}neﬂﬁt%e 8Qcmg
to be |lr91es éﬁq g l\ﬂr 'PH ta”fl &E‘ﬁ“gf{?'gc'ﬂn%h?d‘???nhd]s hpanel is
pahel s. s‘@StaW%Hﬁl%F‘epﬁéﬁéﬁP spazing efrpms twol adared strips anythe same
precedi peghec! ai m wherein the decorative strips are

~arranged parallel to each other.9. A nodular panel
systemas clained in any Fr ecedi ng clai mwherein the :
“posi t1%of Madular panegl; %Stﬁ'ﬁraélc edtip agnrregrdina e wagreiadigeh panel
of the ipaludss ai thicking Iwherhatat tehe tisjea phiigof et sppditstandthe backing
s{gip apgbigh tRdhAGRALS %n@fs?stbrﬂ s RGN, | nstal I ed

panel is substantially the'sane as the spaci ng of any
two adj acent strips on the same panel. 10. A nodul ar .
panel 11sA guesian paed! Hyster dsnclaimgd 7 steiedi10 gnaldirigna itzewedm for

each paa@bomrrgclhu Pasela »Jaa&siﬁl awaasmgtr&hrbf% dré?ﬁe%ﬂé \hmg in an
parts és emﬁeas?zp rts and. t he backing visible in

assenbl B Panel Syt ey & "fenst?@é’ UrRs R HPPAE. anﬂ\bac"'”g
ul ar panel systemas clainmed in claim 10 incl uding
a fr azesoniddulaopanel system as claimed in claim 11 wherein the framework, the

supports and the backing are a dark colour, preferably black.

13. A modular panel system as claimed in any one of claims 10 to 12 -wherein the
20 backing is an acouslic materiat.

14. A modular panel system as claimed in any preceding claim wherein the
framework and the transverse supports are coloured so as to disguise the
framework and transverse suppotts.

25

15. A modular panel system as claimed in claim 14 wherein at least those parts of
the supports and the framework visible in the assembled panel system are the
same colour. '

30 16.A modular panel system as claimed in nay preceding claim, being a modular
ceiling panel system.



supporting the panels, wherein at |east that part of

the framework visible in an assenbl ed panel |l ed
w@oewe/23sgs i s t he same col our as the supports aP@I/AU2008/001179

backi ng. 12. A nodul ar panel systemas clained in

claim 1l wherein the framework, the supports and the

backi ng are a dark col our, preferably black. 13. A

nmodul ar panel systemas clainmgd in any one of clains

10 to 12 wherein the backing is an acoustic naterial .

14. A _nodul ar panel systemas clained in any preceding

cl ai W whep@luler thagels sysieawes Iclaipad thhelaint dfis waersi the supporting

SUpPOTr tisanamerkioh etan®eed SRinggrid fRindbinegui se the franmework

‘and transverse supports. 15. A nodul ar panel system as,

clainmed in claim14 wherein at |east those parts of

t he dEphéiadylagreret psten DRlidiog Kogilai panelsi gach having a plurality of

aﬁze:frbl degorptivecdtrips yiad em @lnird fighsSasEsuppbrislduppoking the decorative

nmodul ar nel; , [ . 1

T "Bl S SRS BN AT S A v

_nodul aranaé%%ﬁfaf@wieeﬁw%fseﬁ'as ﬁ%%l-'"?drﬁ%%tf’ Hisggse thp fprapwprk and

t he suppostarsegsubpatsewor k is a standard ceiling grid

framewor k. 18.. A nodul ar panel system i ncl uding :

dul ar nel ach having a urali of decorative

T 2 BRI BuBR et Hepd Bl sh8 & ittt SEERE g omcr

t he decWPerrt RE'PEEiRg fselonggiednampehayingarflyrgily efdranevernsuntches

to a suppeopdd angfit LRGN Kecol/ing ahd @RI the &AL, BAM notch having

transve‘;,é%rﬁlg%qggﬁe%elg ,Ng coloured so as to disguise

rk an

t he framewo transverse supports. 19. A panel

i ncl udi ng one or nore supports and a plurality of

diéc or2ftA \penaltasi gaimed drc hlaisru pP deihg Ganiptetiar drgexddtio aln @atesiling
menber QR¥iParetPl Urality of transverse notches

21. A panel as claimed in claim 19 being an interior or exterior screen panel.

20  22. A panel as clalmed in any one of claims 19 to 21 wherein the profiled edges are
shaped for retention of the decorative strips.

23. A pane! as claimed in claim 22 wherein the profile of each notch is a toothed
, ;iroﬁle.
25 o
24. A panel as daimed in any one of claims 19 to 23 being a modular panel,

configured to be installed with one or more like panels.

25. A panel as claimed in claim 24 wherein the edges of each panel are shaped to
30 receive a support structure. ’ '



arranged along its length for receiving and retaining

the strips, each notch having one or nore profiled
wedwes23820. A panel as clainmed in claim19 beiPpgr/an2008/001179

interior or exterior wall or ceiling covering panel.

21. A panel as clainmed in claim19 being an interior

or exterior screen panel. 22. A panel as clained in

any one of clainms 19 to 2 1 wher ei n t he profil ed edges

are shaped for retention of the decorative strips. 23.

A paqﬁlAas ?IainEd in claim?22 wherein the profile of

each Mot BRI &5 S2saimany Fedt idlms 1840 25 wharsin the gecorative strips

cl ai medarp former/frasmtimiesr, rodtalionplasti®s thate@®d bei ng a nodul ar

panel , configured to be installed with one or nore

l.i ke papel 25...A panel as clained in _claim?24 -
wher ezlg'n'&]?) ﬁié‘ E SR ANy honﬁacii é’r‘!‘“"%t’r gg hahaberer the suprpgs are
a Suppdienesty Yrebaped sarportsA panel as clained in any one

of clainms 19 to 25 wherein the decorative strips are

f t] | St ] terial, 27. A
panore<s Pa s e BE0D) ool or Bt | 1o FEMFteBuaintinatty are

t he supp@eddrogyamganeral |y U shaped supports. 28. A
panel as clainmed in any one of clainms 19:to 27 wherein

t h)e S9PP Qﬁrtuﬁ ad r&airil&)r MnynQ Br %@g%zgizg% wﬁ‘erg%ntﬁlﬁ esaﬁc'po'ds are

clainmed in.any one of clainb ereint
suppor t¥4¥ % Sext r usi ons. 30. A panel as claimed in any
one of clainms 19 to 29 wherein the decorative strips

are a0rApgrtlas Blaip@b # &8 ors RACBrFhsA0AS o Wbl RS §8ddPative strips -
are arranged in parallet spaced apart relationship.
15 o | |

31. A panel as claimed in any one of claims 19 to 30 wherein the decorative stripes
are arranged- with respect to the supports such that thei'r‘ width is substantially
perpendiculai' to the supports and each of the decorative strips is substantially
wider than it is thick.

20 .

32. A panel including one or more supports and a plurality of decorative strips, each -
support comprising an elongate h‘tember having a plurality of transverse notches
‘arranged along its length for receiving and retaining the strips, wherein each
support is substantially U-shaped in cross-section. '

25 o -

33. A panél including one or more elongate supports and a plurality of decorative
strips each having a back surface with a plurality of notches formed therein,
wherein each elongate support is received within notches in two or mare of the -
decorative strips and has a ck_oss-sectional shape matching the shape of the -

30 notches. A -



31. A panel as clainmed in any one of clains 19 to 30
wherein the decorative stripes are arranged with

WO e@pmeIst 0 t he supports such that their w dt hP€BAU2008/001179
substantially perpendicular to the supports and each
of the decorative strips is substantially w der than
it is thick. 32. A panel including one or nore
supports and a plurality of degorative strips, each
support conprising an el ongate nenber having a
plurality of transverse notches arranged along its
| engBh. & pendl @ ediaitdét]inadimr B3 BéiRg BE iktBfor JrFdxRFior WP bE bdliing
each SQQQQ%& Ly substantially U-shaped in
‘cross-sectioh. 33. A panel including one or nore
el ongate supports and a plurality of decorative strips
each 3havipang a deingdd irsAaifn 3G @cing hmingeripd diteRtbiidr ¥creén pabrhes
fgrned thereln wherei n each el ongate support is
recelé L in.nofches in two or nore of the
decoPbr) BANLTS RYEee, A B Wheseip echaisiaf h alsnghmapich impedes
mat chi mepvementsih thp eloogate heppod perherslicBlr toth@ skl sudisce and out of
cl ai medhd mbtehl @i m 33 being an interior or exterior wall
or ceiling covering panel. 35. A panel as clained in
claim 33 being an interior or exterior screen panel.
38. A7-farenel 88 ddimgdniedeisim 34 whareis 3aph epieh rhae ac bhapetwtich is
has a gslaapesrahihe hadkRPede haraVeRREd: paifit Jf iR mlcangat e
support perpendicular to the back surface and out of
the notch. 37. A panel as clainmed .in claim34 mhereln
each3fdt We'r?é&a&“%’whﬁ%m\%ﬁ Epreineapiunqtel i p davetailisbansac k
surface than at a wi dest point of the notch. 38. A

R8Neko s psrePbdBAMENinCdidh @h%e?@h\eéa%h '?lot%ﬁ‘ﬁgs Qﬁg Slhmbré r@cesses

doveta|

e o, 1FORRURAT e R Eing oif B0 e Sadedl Sinports.

40.A panel as claimed in claim 34 wherem the elongate supporfs ére formed as .
extrusions. .
20 .
C41A panel as'claimed in claim 33 wherein each decorative strip is secured to the
appropriate elongate supports using a fastener or adhesive. ‘

42. A panel as claimed in claim 33 wherein the elongate supports are configured to
25 engage with one or more joining members for joining the elongate supports
and/or mounting the covaring to an interior or exterior wall or ceiling.

43. A panel as claimed in claim 42 whereln the elongate supports engage with the
joining members using a push-fit. |
30 ' .
44. A panel as daimed in claim 42 wherein the joining members are formed as
extrusions.



configured to receive correspondi ng protrusions on the

el ongate supports. 40. A panel as clainmed in claim34
wob@weeizot he el ongate supports are fornmed as .PCT/AU2008/001179

extrusions. 41. A panel as clained in claim33 whbrefn

each decorative strip is secured to the appropriate

el ongate supports-using a fastener or adhesive. 42. A

panel as clained in claim33 vihaerein the el ongate

supports are configured to engage with one or nore

joining members for joining the elongate supports

and/ or nounting the covering to an interior or

ext erdsok oo bs B5ime8 i ddhd 44 $Roreft tRADRIg FRnfbbA A?gguq%&n fally T-

clai m42 wherein the el ongate supportg engage Wt t%e

j oi ni ng®RETLBIYSUSi ng a push-fit. 44. A panel as

claimed in claim42 wherein the joining nenbers are

f oy meg ﬂ%aﬁé(taélbﬁlrﬁébsm%_bam A2RARRIN B8 sk FRRbEA a?é @iréﬂged to
44 mherelnl¥ 5(% Eglnenbers are substantially .
Tshaped™ &R 1gF Wgnm 8- A panel as clained in claim42
wherein the joining nenbers are arranged to support a
backiqrga padiepad himed ih.clafin BRRRdreiA the Ghitd! RBGbduRAr, ahdlisrodiured to
wher ei n{ .ﬂé%a:[&ﬁ%‘tk ohéor@o‘#élhk% ane"i‘é“d Is configured to be

installe e panels. 48. A panel as

cl%ined in claim33 mhereln each modul ar pane

i ncl udes patel kedsitnet ncslabh 38 gatrein SapOTdubr pdri) indlugrsrat least two

as C|aIQEmbdé¥d5&§kn133 wherein the el ongate supports

are arranged to protrude from one edge of a panel and

to provide a recess at the opposite edge of the panel,

SO t hk Awhpgl asreisiradd i dlaih 8/ wherkie theaelenaater $iwpertsosrg menged to

SYPPOT t SroRYfR fhddPone edge of a panel and to provide a recess at the opposite edge
of the panel, so that when instalied with like panels }he elongate supports overlap

the join between panels.

50. A panel as ‘claimed in claim 33 wherein joining members engage with the
20 elongate supports for joining the elongate supports and/or mounting the covering
to a wall or celling, and these jOInlng members span two or more panels.

51. A panel as claimed in claim 33 wherein the decorative strips are fonned from
timber, engineered wood, metal or plastics material. '
25 _ . ‘
52, A panel as claimed in claim 33 wherein the decorative stripes are arranged in

parallel spaced apart relationship.

53. A panel as claimed in any one of claims 33 to 52 wherein the decorative ‘stn'pes

"30 . are aranged with respect to the supports such that their width is. substantially

parpendicular to thé supports and each of the decorative stripes is substantially
wider than it is thick.



the join between panels 50. A pane! as clained in

claim 33 wherein joining nenbers engage with the
webk@agaises supports for joining the el ongate sSupEDAUS008/001179

and/ or mounting the covering to a wall or celling, and

these joining nmenbers span two or nore panels. 51. A

panel as dained in claim33 wherein the decorative

strips are fornmed fromtinber,2sengi neered wood, netal

or plastics material. 52. A panel as claimed in claim.

33 wherein tho decorative stripes are arranged in

paral l el spaced apart rel ationship. 53. A panel as

€1 al B30 nd Wiofiail ashetbilResitbb vk HBBHG! B &) Cembodiment

decorative stripes- are arranged wth respect to the

suppor t 0wy Erhe pespmpaning dEMiBEh i s substantial |y

per pendi cul ar to the supports and each of the

decorative stripes is substantially wider than it is

t hi ck.54. A panel substantially as herein described

with reference to any enbodi nent shown in the

acconpanyi ng draw ngs.



