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(54) Title: SEMI-SUBMERSIBLE VESSEL AND OPERATING METHOD

FIG 1

(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a semi-submersible
vessel for offshore operations which is suitable to be oper-
ated in icy waters and in ice-free waters, said vessel com-
prising: -an operating deck to accommodate equipment; -at
least one lower hull; -an essentially vertical connecting
structure between the at least one lower hull and the operat-
ing deck; -a ballast system to ballast or deballast the vessel;
wherein the connecting structure has a water portion and an
icebreaking portion being arranged on top of each other,
wherein the vessel is configured to have an icebreaking
draft for icy waters in which the water- or iceline is sub-
stantially level with the icebreaking portion, and a water
draft for ice-free waters in which the waterline is substan-
tially level with the water portion, wherein the icebreaking
portion has a closed tapered contour, and wherein during
the water draft the collective area of the water portion of
the connecting structure intersecting the water surface is
smaller than the collective area of the icebreaking portion
of the connecting structure intersecting the water surface
during the icebreaking dratt.
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