The invention relates to a process a process for preparing

2- par a- di oxanones by the catalytic dehydrogenat I on of dial kylene glycols,
whi ch process conpri ses: cont a yl ene glycol at a
tenperature within the range of 200[err]C to 400[err]C with an effective
anount of a dehydrogen- ation catal yst_co r| 5| n cat alytically effective
amounts of a copper congGQRESS 5%?%11’6% groter conpound
selected fromthe group consi sting of sal ts corrpounds and corrpl exes of

al kali netals and kal earrttrfi 1 and m xtur es I Qef of S Eprported on
an al um na and to ‘ﬁ‘?ﬁ?’bgg ﬁﬁeo% c%ttpéf’yﬁs Gshipcess o brép
2-para- dloxanones by the catalytic dehydrogenatlon of dialkylene
glycols, which process comprises:
contacting a dialkylene glycol at a temperature within the
range of 200°C to 400°C with an effective amount of a dehydrogen-
ation catalyst comprising catalytically effective amounts of a
i copper compound, a zinc compound and a promoter compound selected
from the group consisting of salts, compounds and complexes of
alkali metals and alkaline earth metals and mixtures thereof

supported on an alumina and to the dehydrogenation catalyst used.
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