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15  continued development of onscreen programming directories and guides. Such onscreen

programming solutions, collectively referred to herein as electronic program guides (EPGs),
have ranged from programming information for each channel scrolling vertically across the
screen to user controllable interfaces that allow users to examine scheduling information

describing television programming to be broadcast in the future.

20 ' In addition to allowing direct selection of a channel, for example, by entering the
channel number using a remote control, client devices may allow a user to select a channel
from a listing of channels displayed on a television, monitor or other display device.
Although only some channels may be displayed at a given time via the EPG, the EPG
includes a listing of all channels that may be accessed from the EPG and displayed, for

25  example, by scrolling or entering a channel number while viewing the guide.

SUMMARY
Known EPGs provide access to programming information in various ways. However,
conventional EPGs do not present a condensed list of channels to the user of a client device.
Absent being set up by the user, such as to exclude channels that a client device is not
30 configured to receive, the EPG of the client device is configured to display all available

channels to the user of the client device.
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25 As a supplement to time and/or frequency, content of the channels viewed via the
client device may be used to determine the condensed list of channels. For example, types,
themes , genres, etc. of channels, as well a program content of channels, may be used. In
some embodiments, the user’s profile and/or preferences, stored on the client device or
elsewhere, may be used, for example, to weight certain channels for inclusion in the

30  condensed list of channels. For example, channels that include content that is of particular
interest to the user based on his profile and/or preferences may receive more credit for the

time and/or frequency of viewing.
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25  condensed list of channels for display.

Some embodiments may provide a computer-readable storage medium. The medium
may be include instructions for: monitoring channels viewed via a client device that is
configured to receive a plurality of channels; selecting a subset of the plurality of channels
based at least in part on at least one of a frequency and an amount of time of viewing of the

30  channels; and associating the subset together to generate a condensed list of channels for
display.

By using various embodiments, a subset of the available channels may be presented to

a user of a client device based on viewing habits of the user.
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Figure 9 illustrates a flowchart of another example of operations for generating a

condensed list of channels that may be associated with a specified user.

15 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

As used herein, the term “client device” is intended to encompass a device that is

configured to receive programs and program information from a broadcast source (e.g.,
satellite, cable, Internet, etc.) and to display the programs and the program information on 2
display device, such as a television or a monitor. Although not restricted to a particular
20  implementation, the term “client device” is intended to encompass set top boxes, satellite
receivers, digital video recorders, and the like. The client devices described herein may be
considered to be embodied in software and/or hardware that facilitate the reception and
display of programs and program information from a broadcast source.
The embodiments shown in the Figures illustrate systems and methods that may allow
25  one or more condensed lists of channels to be generated for a client device. A condensed list
of channels is a subset of a plurality of channels that the client device is configured to receive
from a broadcast source. Thus, a condensed list of channels may provide a user of the client
device with an abridged listing of channels for display, and thus may reduce the time that
may be required to locate channels and/or programs that the user may wish to view and/or
30  record.
The subset may be determined or selected, for example, based on the channels viewed
via the client device. Thus, in general, the channels viewed via the client device may provide

an indication of a user’s interests based on his viewing habits. As such, a condensed list of

4
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may be generated for sports, movies, sitcoms, children, adult, news, etc., based on the
channels viewed in each category, i.e., channels including such content.
While the description herein may refer to a single client device, it should be
understood that the generation of condensed lists of channels may be applied to plural client
25  devices. For example, channels viewed by a group of client devices may be monitored to
generate one or more condensed lists of channels that is/are available to each in the group.
The group may be defined as appropriate or desired, such as all client devices in a particular
household or on a particular account, a geographic or broadcast service area, etc.
Also, one or more condensed lists of channels may be generated for a specific client
30 device and/or a specific user of a client device. As such, each user of a client device may
have one or more personalized condensed lists of channels made available to that user on the
client device.
The block diagrams shown in Figures 1 and 2 and the flowcharts shown in Figures 3-

9 are for illustration only and are not intended to represent the only possible system
5
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The selected channel may be directed from the tuner 14 to a demultiplexer 26, as

appropriate or desired. For example, the demultiplexer 26 may be an integrated circuit that
accepts a packetized, time domain multiplexed data stream from the tuner 14 and routes the
packets to various areas within the satellite receiver 12. The demultiplexer 26 may also

25  descramble encrypted data, provide various buffering of data, and handle a program clock
reference to keep a local clock synchronized with the clock at the broadcast service provider
2 or an uplink center (not shown). Programming data may be output from the demultiplexer
26 and routed to a central processing unit (CPU) 16, which may assemble the data into an
EPG 22 stored in a memory 18.

30 Video may be output as a compressed video stream 25, which may be accepted by a
video decompresser 28. Audio may be output as a compressed audio stream 27, which may
be accepted by an andio decompresser 30. The video decompresser 28 and the audio
decompresser 30 may accept video stream 25 and audio stream 27, respectively, and

decompress them into baseband digital signals. The video stream 25 may then be fed to a
6



list of channels may be generated based on the view ng of channels
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into an EPG 22 stored in a nenory 18. 30Vi deo ‘may be output as a
cohpr e§BPdSyi deo stream 25, which nmay be accepted by a video
deconpresse J : . . i ream 27,
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34 %yﬂesélc% ClFﬁté‘gn‘?f@ﬂ’EeéP"%‘iO ey BhAopYEntieRd RAY vy thahatisy
basebapgtkspgnal s to a TV/ nonitor 36 and/or a VCR device 38. The EPG
22 may be a_dat abase containing information including names or titles
of 5 view ngheVRHILS, einelerrragessas dras @aih ohidie hrpadershweeiicaanide. Jorand
nanes, r : I : : ;
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device 12.

As discussed herein, the CPU 16 (or the processor 4) may be configured to monitor
30 channels viewed via the client device 12 to implement a favorites list routine, i.e., a routine
that generates a condensed list of channels based on the viewing of channels. The CPU 16

may apply various parameters for implementing the routine, such as preset parameters or

paramelers set by a user via the remote control device 40 or the keypad 42. Parameters such



A user may mani pul ate the client device 12 via a renote control
device 40 or a keypad 42. The renote control device 40 may

comuni cat wouedp4gise CPU 16 by sending an infrared or or¢EuS2BIB/STgMal
to a renote receiver 35, which may transfer commands to the 15 CPU
16. The EPG program 20 may conprise an instruction set that
creates the EPG 22 and_ allows a user to nani pulate the EPG 22, as
appr opreF aseecifiedpgapd gitime,q sperdfipd wssr. @isaecifiad conlent, atcy, n%dxep@eqﬁrt@@aram 20
may berﬁm SiEpt ed as hardware, the EPG program 20 may conprise a
software "program stored in the nmenory 18. The nenory 18 nay be DRAM
but al so maysisharaglsfaragibwed vp theadlieot device la,rth@CHbTr16nwﬂodchtahlamomm5r Y,
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of the cli evice 12, f exa itoring t hannel s
sel ect é]&e"ﬁs fL’ﬁﬂ’ 1m0 "%ﬂt" a9 Hi‘frﬁ‘é%‘?aggqﬁn %2 ‘g@;’%@bWFi gur ed
to al | pedifie fsBls 46inf theQEEAIIRE 1%&%9&611&&@%&1@@ Qhéi'ﬂtﬂé e ALth only

signals for the selected channel are output by the TV/ nonitor
Thi s ndipckagppunts efidiewing tims facdeumls Gatineladesthe precifigd sonfentect ed by t he

roat scussod FuRhalfflr i e MRPCRY 1B oy Baolh SEliferly HF g B GRedy®
confi geaddchannaltrii¢vord. IMethem thel GPY il @we b cenfigheddd decmmdeﬂne ctckii®ss o

i mpl e favorites list routine, i.e., a routine that generates a
condegg ge%@%fh?ﬁl%hannels based on the view ng of channels. The CPU

16 may appl BasdrdnGhs vipairg ot ickimels@s degamdmaﬂnﬁhagtﬂﬂﬁ & Oulisetuf alisuch ias
preset ara ers or r ters set by user via the renpte contro
devi ce® ﬁ‘iérel@é(%&’i“ ghe %EPE\ foe TRy Shlec ‘i gorﬁfé‘&’]ﬁ %EPeﬁ‘éF‘flod of
tine, %uﬁﬁ&%ffdl%elésﬁfemﬁ%d sies b& &msewmmhenfde%me 185thé bedssedrvice
her ei n, e used. annels are viewed via the client

devdPce leer Reci@Py deBulwp ﬂ@er diert davicgridumey b selacted. Eacerapmim thelten s
Vi ewed «qofy ﬁe@&!"'cﬁ%ngfs hdyBe s’ef%c[%@ecﬂdf)ét%wehhﬁﬁ Q?ne%DEJe {EB ¥mBieer

track 5an anopunt | me “each annel is V|eme duri e specified

per i od timefcagh ciwwnelihgs bypnoidweddthe frequency with which each channel has been viewed,
and/or the stickiness of each viewed channel. The viewed channels may be ranked based on
such criteria to facilitate the selection.

20 The CPU 16 may associate the selected channels to generate a desired condensed
channel list. As discussed above, the desired condensed channel list may be generic to the
client device 12, i.e., taking into account all channels viewed via the client device 12, or may
be specific to a user and/or a particular content.

Once a condensed channel list is generated, the condensed channel list may be

25  provided so as to be available for presentation to the user of the client device. For example,
the CPU 16 may store the condensed channel list in the memory 18, It should be understood
that the condensed channel list may be downloaded to the client device 12, for example,
when generated by the processor 4 of the broadcast service provider 2 or other separate
device. The CPU 16 may then access a default or selected condensed channel list, for

30  example, from the EPG 22 to be displayed on the TV/monitor 36.

In some embodiments, a single or a default condensed channel list may be provided

for display when the EPG 22 is summoned by a user (using the remote control device 40 or

the keypad 42) and the EPG 22 or the client device 12 is in an “abridged” mode.



then the CPU 16 may only track an anount of |inme each channel is
vi ewed when the specified user is using the client device 12. |f
content i swepewiksss, then the CPU 16 may only track arraiiiso08fo77914
viewing tine for channels that include the specified content.
Additionally or alternatively, the CPU 16 may track a frequency that
(i.e., hom1often) 10 _each channel is viewed. Further, the CPU 16 may
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speciflmﬁﬁ 13 g& ?d/or a particular content. Once a condensed
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exanpl e, when generated by the processor 4 of the broadcast service
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cl i ent deripfl.cle PRVidee usesof psdigntrlpvige piitvaring degreep afinputregaadingdes, such
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device or at another separate device, as appropriate or desired.
Thus, for the sake of clarity and simplicity, a simplified block diagram of operations
for generating a condensed list of channels is shown in FIG. 2, and operations associated with
a specified time period, a specified content, and a specified user are separately shown in
30  FIGS. 3-9. It should be understood, however, that the operations shown in FIGS. 3-9 may be
combined in other implementations, for example, to obtain a condensed channel list for a
specified user, to be displayed during a specified time period and populated only with

channels including a specified content.



ot her words, channels viewed by each user may formthe basis for

generating a personal 10 condensed channel |ist and may contribute to
gener at i onwon2o@/gergr al condensed channel |ist for the RUT/gsSWOsdEWilEe
12. It should be understood that the nonitoring of channels

viewed via the client device may be perfornmed continuously,
periodically qr only when the routine is initiated. As such, it

shoul d be urdaleratsd in REY- 2o methed of enseating psondessed lishaf chipeds masehe
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only when the tine is initrat oug ating a condense
channelisonly gn examtle irakthifshemgtiné may edmpmse feweraipertigen éraxampleAf thew
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shoul d uhder st oq hat . vari ous, operati ons may be perforned to
accorrpIFﬁéﬁ' %gﬁredi‘m‘flﬁ%‘f?scﬂn@’gﬁ%mal& ails. Such operations may be
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crit eridgsriged giver ati ng condensed channel s lists. However, a
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opéPat ifteneeneppf hiewpry the mampdntadf tinleesplit yackdngs sndéerrthe stiekipesvhajere, at t he

client device r _separate. devi ce S.appropriate a
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si npl i fthedich! deolce aadreasieatd (PEDEKI2005 ADdcsgbre abiveNthedcleatittlensed
list of ctl1ann l.s I's sho in rla % nd opgr_ tiortl_s as(?ocii ated wiith a
speci f PG ‘b%ﬁ_hie&ﬁwe “gfﬁ@é SfUEed TRTCCIHYAULP &BE £9 wing adesizgfle
separ at@npeSied on the 2RkHeCg., %F%esn fahke@bhgibe understood, however,

that the operations shown in 3-9 may be conbined in other
i mpPement at Tonscleotestchannphymay thep be issegistehiogetherdn Seerreth aspredensaddist ¢for
a speci.fi el i necd L i Lod and
popl ot B e OB e, B i TR chii s rh b
As i | dewnpadad drothe@se grovaledss tho dliat depdereto b ianglabledondiepiseid the ser, of
channelagdlrsrg\l}/S %eabggrfor med by four basic operations. However, it

S

shoul d "be™under 6d that such illustration is only an exanpl e and

]'Ehat t he lrremtsmkcﬁ?yd s:lmvpl ,rai ﬁﬁdéﬁ%ﬁst@ﬂﬂ{aﬁ?élﬂﬂﬁy bé Qéne@tﬁ%ﬁs aégﬁciaﬂe@
unctionalitie .~ multiple operations Qf FJ] G are conhi ned qr

ot s whad asmasiied bmf petod i SBET 4 @ParBeusPLTICh & ATTSFohyS ShoFmdRoul o
be undetrggons that the various operations shown in FIGS. 3-9 are

provi ded as only an exanpl e. L ) .
At the start of the process, a favorites list routine may be initiated [BLOCK 302]. The

routine may be initiated by a user of the client device, automatically by the client device, for
example, at start up or periodically, or by the broadcast service provider, either locaily when
25  theroutine is performed at the service provider or remotely when the routine is performed by
the client device or other device,
Next, a determination may be made as to whether a time period has been preset
[BLOCK 304]. If so, channels may be monitored during the preset time period [BLOCK.
306]. Then, as shown in FIG. 4, the viewing of channels via the client device may be
30  determined [BLOCK 308], for example, as described above, and a subset of the available
channels may be selected [BLOCK 310] based on the determined viewing, as also described
above.
The selected channels may be associated together to generate a condensed list of

channels for the preset time period [BLOCK 312]. Finally, the condensed list of channels
10



Initially, channels viewed via the client device may be nonitored

[ BLOCK 210], as described above. For each channel that is viewed via
t he cli entwoevivmed7ss nf or mati on such as the 10 frequencywafuSzovsmy e
t he amount of time spent viewi ng and/or the stickiness may be
determ ned [BLOCK 220]. Based on such information, a subset of the

channel s available to the client device may be sel ected [ BLOCK 230].
As desvraybednadp evadlablelabths slient devee mgﬂhﬁm%umamkmfb [BUQCK BbAded he
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channel s mal\é o nmoni tored during the preset tine period [ BLOCK 306]

mhen, 1842 ek of v elachgisl rowenfelesioq PRLOGE 2 based on
devi cey vg%%% gsgnlgéglﬁ 308], for exanple, as described

above, an a sugset 0 e avai e channel s may be sel ected [ BLOCK
310% based Ehe seieetedahemelsmezy vd assuciatgd tagetlaer sogahetity 4 dnadensbdlist of
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period, for exanple, upon receiving a command/request based_on input

f r 8fh t BEATRRIGIPOIT FRGSIVNiga GogIaFN/raqusHddsadI PR npH; Fﬁtoanh% ussEo Sy | st s
of ch a?@élﬁnéﬁ%ﬁ&t% Qﬁ@ g{)jﬁeﬁ&dﬁﬁfs of bl&zinﬁél@ P‘fay B 3&%&& o dﬁﬁén@ eSO

that d erent con S I sts of channe be di spl ayed during

the ti pmq:brssth}sthba@edo thnt d&ffeumtr@ntﬁ@btd léstodf chhrnelsgary( ) dishlayied duiinge

Correspo rhdl [ dgrgas@g on v1ew1ng habits of the user(s) during the corresponding time
periods.

25 Various time periods may be envisioned. For example, hours of a day may be divided
into daytime hours, morning hours, afternoon hours, evening hours, late night hours, or the
like. As discussed above, different condensed lists of channels may be determined separately
and presented during such periods, for example, to take into account viewing of channels
only during the corresponding periods. For example, a condensed list of kids programs may

30  be presented during morning hours, a condensed list including network channels may be
presented during evening hours, and a condensed list of movie channels may be presented
during latenight hours. Different condensed lists of channels may be presented for
other time periods as well, such as for days of the week, months of the year, climate secasons

of the year, programming seasons of the year, sports seasons, etc.
11



If a determination is made that no preset tine period exists, then a
request for user input of a tine period may be made [BLOCK 316]. A
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the tine perio n view ng its e user(s) during'the

corlPes fhefout, thy roitine ey hoBiatedHyanisenns the ehenfxdevicodurtorpatically esnihe slienied.
For ex e, of; & Hﬁy i Vi i J: S,:

nor ni ng 18% rfglj,]&gtﬁj ? ler‘ c];%gon Ood':ﬂg?{o&égaé i%ﬂgbqﬁgﬁ?@%gﬁagf%wﬁ%{mﬁ%ﬁlts}{m or

t he | i RexallAs/hehh Seueste iapaiemed atftheseevite pondensednbicht whanfthelvatimelss
may be determ.ne e at el nd,presented during such periods, for
exanpl &F ?Wgﬁég‘?aleg?‘i%%%P&\?fg%%g of channels only during the
correspondi BExf e deRHsinati maXis h®:, asdo GRsHENS®RMirtd Sdntcdf hdsibden preqgr ans
may 30 be presented during norni n% hours, a condensed, |i sh#ncl uding

netlfor KBERKKHI4. Hag. danpsicinehdivg hedresqrosirshmay drsiepyored F-QCK 00
condensQibdakigls Pcfhaﬁge‘fé ﬁaﬁﬁ‘f‘ﬂ@ﬁk&e&%}‘ h&%&ﬁ@&%&h@% gﬂé‘fnio@ﬂrds%ﬁ]giog ht

hours. Different condensed |ists of channels m pr esent ed

ot her ttiansmiied viadise espegve chagualh Bhwnfassheray in G, 7hibe wiewng ofshtislsof
t he year | 4 .Se . i Lhe.
year, - bt ehERh8REARERRa il 8E Py IARATINRG FREQRRu Y ol
user, tsrbetshiectedh EBHOCK 618)bised omthetdoterninEBli@SiNg3 80]escritied abovewi ng  of

channel s may, be .det er.m ned OCK 332 subset qof avajl abl.e

chdfinel o oy ee ETRERPIFT BrOPIOSSRIIc RNEHE BATHE P EPATHARIBI &
be assaimkRdol @e gRB& OhENnITBLOTIIERY dFiHaRN B cdnidedsed Bit@EKhand Bk may be
irrespectjve of anéitirr]gtéﬁe_riod as described 5 wth respect to FIG

2, for neadsaprileblen thechigptalsuion [BHAGR 4] The qendenserblist gc SBGUPE abl e
at the sggétfﬁtthétqééhg BLIAEs3BBY ab A%, MRS REE:sQPRY Bisplay, for fample,

condens st o annel s may al so be %gner ated that i's associ ated
wi th a uppeuictiving acontreand/requestdrsadindnpft vprihgupesndhpsp it isenvisiengd that

app)s Oa%lmliigle %Q&d@ﬂseidms@o%hmgélg 'may be generated for different preset content so that

different condensed lists of channels may be displayed for different preset conten.

If a determination is made that no preset content period exists, then a request for user
input of a desired content may be made [BLOCK 616]. A determination may then be made
as to whether a content has been identified by the user [BLOCK 618] in response to the

30  request. If so, channels may be monitored for the desired content set by the user [BLOCK
620]. Then, as shown in FIG. 8, the viewing of channels via the client device may be
determined [BLOCK 622] and a subset of the available channels may be selected [ BLOCK

624 based on the determined viewing, as described above.
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At the start of the process, a favorites |ist routine nay be
initiated [BLOCK 602]. As 10 before, the routine may be initiated by
a user of wbeoeligrss device, automatically by the cliemcrieeimmrrvior
exanple, at start up or periodically, or by the broadcast service
provider, either locally when the routine is perforned at the service
provi der or renotely when the routine is perfornmed by the client

devi ce or o’tThesel Céienneﬂﬂetmybeaasmw g dh 2ensiathecondaesed dstad
channerupEE T e aARR Either 35 yERRE RATIIE B ity e bonobiseS B

Alter nahaxme]lsynaydjaamdelasaﬂahye dbélemhmttd@med[BI@CKM@SprEBebndansﬁdelm of n

the progra bei,n r ted . viat ctive.channel s., .Then, as

shown |ﬂ“‘l‘—‘r% begﬁ’é ‘ﬁifqi'%ﬁ th’ﬁntoqcv{?ﬁ’a%%ﬁc? f#gmtvﬁeang BRFCER% may be
det er miaRgHy] Bk ki) GhorBfRdeiding WRERInaBE/rdgnest BYRH baMmt GBaNREh®r. MBhshe

sel ect ed [BLOCK 610] based on the determ ned view ng, as descri bed

above. 1tzeqrrvé81%r@dé?eatt@al lgple pendpased dists gEcheaads may beg%&éff%m diffgregbner at e
a condengead sk lﬁztthé)ﬁse? E@ﬁﬁ@dlﬁeﬁeﬁf cohﬁéhs&f | &%Iefs%a)l L pfayed Ar-
Finally, the condensed |ist channel's may be nade "avail'abl e at the
cl i ent diftepénd eonftat @coyshapser. The condensed |ist of channels may be
stored at t cl
For di spl ay L IFaPnEnt Yy iuuan IR MBS gy fe LIRS, GEERS

i npdit theosdewing oﬂdmnnelﬁ' iag be détemmnﬁh[\ﬂlﬂﬁﬁ 682]f hatbs@wf audilablplchannels

condensed lists C rat ed fo d|ff reset
cont enfiay FeoRat e OB R A4 aRSe ] Srarelr may he st el sheries

di spl ayesiched cHarfnbPr® (BLOCESSHS) Guabtive of any contleﬂit & ddedrivediwithirbpaetits
made that no preset content period exists a request for_user

i nput 8102 é@s@caealecghﬁemdeﬁw cbemﬁ%ﬂeén{asﬂeekcg@ef avalaflerabthgicherti on

may thgg, m%g]tgsmg&grabgvecontent has been identified by the
user [BLCI:K[ inTesponse to the 30 request. If so, channels may

belfoni t or eBunﬂmr a dvadefved igof elmnneln may &t generaterbthatsie psspB&t@mmtBEO]

dovi oo Bestitdiler Al cuitupll aroBEatibRIbT llin SIAOREISYMA I BREOL PTL
cha 3 nel s msmt be staet tﬂ‘cthe;do{:ﬁh,@&h(vcﬁﬁéb] hsbfmede may bdﬂmndﬂzetde[BmO(H@ 90d]eWis ng ,
as des

o gt n ok or e RN ey be s os A Wit VAN e B R EE et

cont enldewiéd, f&ﬁéxtulﬂ leU@ Qfar] UBldPpkri 6B &Ly, &Hyahé Mroaddagt seRNARGEaLr] ditabr Of
channel s may_be ngde avai l able_at_the client device [ BLOCK 628 The

coRBlendesally ween the reWing ireaformgd pdhesesyieaprayidens remotelywhes fherautingds

descri qu}olﬁgg\(, ,theaagn{g@{be%gggl&s@gla‘eor 5 display, for exanple, upon
recei ving a command/request based on input fromthe user. Thus, it is

envi si oned Next; 2 mguest forddendifigetioned the userofdliie disnndevios mmwwebequgetnfér ated
f or di Elfr’fbﬁﬁt 90 .nﬁx%@{e Iglta%clpr}sl rg%l\gy eg %? fnad® as tp Q'}helcin[e; tfhg El?é}thf'é;ﬁ;%ﬁ ?%E?}ﬁﬁﬁde

|ists channet's nay or different conten
user. [BLOGKcING].eUberidentftatiop rmdyd)emsmmplis]mi’b){dmg soitbimtetisiquaywhaher

tored BOCK63 10 . the viewi ng of channels may b ternm ned
BRI} o1 Lpres et develsh S i KBREe AR DRy e B SR e fish
634] , avdcd fEhaglc-pohaDrabRAMSE abd TRYIKD GreasiRtddlRs UshedREleat @evive. In
condensed channel list [BLOCK 636] irrespective of any content, as

descr i BedR aApe Heregyssicior wsst ergification gy bg awited: The condensed c hannel
list may t hgf"lhpﬁsemqgelﬁ%igﬂ l(ﬁ%&lﬁhe&é@o&ﬁhé ﬁl@ﬁni‘ﬁéﬂ\ﬂs&%&ﬂ%&%&ﬂ

di scussed a 15Fur a condensed |i1st of channéels may b
gener af{BHOCKA08].sThas theiviavag of ctliamwlsspe&efcmed dgyice maphe ée(tanmpn@l of

oPgh at I[]Qﬂéd{oiyl O? UCJ'I a su%s&%ﬂhc%%%labfe mg'y Ee s%leoged [BLOCK 912] based on

the determined viewing, as described above.

The selected channels may be associated together to generate a condensed list of
channels for the identified user [BLOCK 914]. Finally, the condensed list of channels may

be made available at the client device [BLOCK 916]. The condensed list of channels may be
13



At the start of the process, a favorites |ist routine nay be
initiated [BLOCK 902]. As before, the routine may be initiated by a
user of th&ocbivans’sslevi ce, automatically by the client HENVUS2e(s/07TN4
exanple, at start up or periodically, or by the broadcast service
provider, either 20 locally when the routine is performed at the

service provider, or_ renotely when the routine |slfperforrred by the
cl i ent stoesd 2 Ehegliog dexice.ps yipscaibed above, and ghen agegsgsd faicdisiigy for example,

i denti fwglgﬁévlepﬂle%enhﬁgd HREs lﬁﬁlﬁgﬁlﬁclfém @e@fce%&hﬁﬁts%n%nﬁﬁ g5t buch

[ BLOCK A determ nation then be nade as to whether the user

has bedn:plade fitis ﬁmesioqealﬂiatml@tﬁlﬁ? cortdsmed liste of ¢Hfanuels inoy berggneinted for a

Sccor’rpl I elﬁrlps\ér s‘?ont¥1atlstﬁ argcﬁartuesglh rﬂé)ghavéaéﬂg to%ffereSntléno sc%%lhhs S rfe afr ter
evel op& o “exanpl e Pa usEr ey “provi password i ent

devgce cbmbllsaﬁ)r preinge) dbr diffa%ﬁrtﬂﬁmlmxoamhd/dmhﬁ&rkx& cafitentact i vat ed when
usi ng the c&: pt devi.ce, In such case,.the r

t f )
i dent i i cat MGHISHRIPIIFECR i padsdhat pp uperds aﬂgrgfﬁqut%?@g*ﬁwﬁ% @33%%% meriteed
vi ened Duotk@zoqi eﬁewlhg sﬂcnaﬁﬁéls ﬁa)vbé)@etémﬁhédqm@d@% 883t of INEMplet he

viewi ng of channels via the client device be determ ned 30 [BLOCK

910] asbamek mpyde sgiected &BIEQGKISB{H énd:tbaﬁﬁé@tgd #ﬁtpn%n@bb@é%se@atpmm
912] b t M%Qé The
sel ect ggﬁgﬁgﬁﬁéﬁn&% oh ﬁeﬂeggg %’th J)getﬁ&r%%% gg gﬁ%%igr a Condensed
i 40 oflexchbeheits refqu:ct tchielG. defor eXangde. uﬁmrcopat@@l@kams]l hstl-‘mznaﬂhblybe mhde
condensed st .of ..c nel de. avail able at the client device
[ BLOCK? Eﬁ%}’ie a’%’% C&Sﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁ%@@#@?ﬁ%@ﬁﬁuﬁ s(,i aﬁﬁy "be 13 stored at the
cli en]t de\\//vlh Adthodgh rﬁﬁslﬁ:rwmﬁa dtlﬁbﬁkcfenf chuinitly ithleﬁmplﬁkﬁ@ﬁﬁ elﬁblu_flfmse uﬂd‘mtoaayl tha‘tgr
exanpl e e the_i ied user. is usin e client e.an

i nput s Van%m?%gv Qﬁf %‘ifeﬂayd?eslmoawaﬁe@%} © BIAFFSSi 'olﬁe nglip the
mul ti pbﬁnc@&@ﬂﬁﬁ%@ﬂn F[@S 9-9EhcaltP\BIdersthBY aPBeifeNRERHRE chPand not

particul ar user so that the particular user nmay have access to

di flfer éimitinbndensed |ists of 5channels, for exanple, for different
lime peri Od%‘ ﬁﬁtq/ eﬁ{hoﬁi#l{ vﬁoﬁ?&c’t%ﬁ%@@ﬁeaﬂ descnbe(!l fler@qugih%@réﬁ% fPn i's
made that no user I's Tden then channel s na e nonitored

[ BLOCK p@ﬂl@]ﬂ,ar @mleodmgnts;flt is heabaneidersimmd thue thted enbncheetlti Bt GCKel9 ARistrative
subset

sel ect Qgp%rﬁc ﬂﬁs "iugi aﬁgfcag sligcqlﬁ%?igﬁc P oeéé%%ggéagéi% onde edr? sl,%gpg agl?lﬁsel
| i st [ BledpBé n@adilto theribwmpattd ansbodimeity/andahitiotist ararigsments amy b6 dedsslr i bed

Wi th respect to Fl far. e The con sed channel |ist my
Phell be e ieRaE Gomehe P A Re TP ‘?%ﬂ%&?@ 928], as di scussed
above. Al t hough not shown for the sake of clarity and

sinplicity, it should be understood that various other features
descri bed above nmay be incorporated in the process. Accordingly, the
processes shown in FIGS. 2-9 should be understood as being
illustrative only and not
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15l imting. Furt her, although various details have been
described herein with reference to particul ar enbodi nents, it is to
be under stwoduiias7ss hese enbodi nents are nerely il | ust retl/veousfer7914
principles and applications. It is therefore to be understood that
nunerous nodifications may be made to the illustrative enbodi nents

and that other arrangenents may be devised 20 without departing from
the spﬂiﬂéﬁﬂé&@lﬁ: the present disclosure. WHAT IS CLAIMED I S:
. A method qf I n
1nod RlmdRALsAlhlitf FORMEN3E o'f%ﬁanﬂ%s?&e&ﬁ%ﬁg%n iief cﬁ%@)ﬁfé)

a client devi ce tasting system
noni tobrqagcasﬂmwﬁyeﬂem,theenﬂhbd/aommlsmgl ent device that is confl gur ed to

receive a pluralit hann 5 @

of channel maguipee Sl FORR fiap £RGH G54 ads S4aRtsn Sorep s Ruliediouny
an anougfithadiicld;i me of viewi ng of the channels; and associating the
sub;et t oget her. to ‘g?esnerate ondensed, i st of channels for display.

he met hiECHRE &sutsR) of thﬁrla}ﬁaﬁsfrofeaﬁﬁﬁlséﬁﬁ&aa feagiimparhep %tﬁesbeﬁ@rfat ed

condenggghehbPindodn aﬁmﬁﬂeﬂtﬁn@@fﬁeﬂm@maﬁécuareers%dcl ient device. 3.
The method of claim1, further conprising stori ng the generated

condensed | #ssecigmedhasubsttsogether tﬂmeﬁ#’@tar@ddwccblﬂfépm@mtﬂwfw display.
COmPY |31 19, WHEAkBRof 5 K CORBBARE bl B EIANAFLBBhch 8%
wher ei nhemetleon B dgphydizaths olbenhtievice. t he subset are automatic. 6. The
t hod., of I t f ti t
The ouoet P8 Bhag Sk, b e Sprthns dind B Sireisiel SPdeer g of "

day, acmMelef vveek and a nonth of year that the nonitored channel S

are VI net hod of claim1, wherein at | east one. of
sel ect ng a“n‘leF 1&5@8&%& Taipy3.(fRhes GprepRisthg uiladng ihg siored copdensed lisi of on an

i dent i Rl &EBast one of periodically and continuously.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein selecting and associating the subset are automatic,
6, The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of selecting and associating the subset is
based at least in part on at least one of a time of day, a day of week, and a month of year that
the monitored channels are viewed.
7. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of selecting and associating the subset is
based at least in part on an identified user.
8. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of selecting and associating the subset is
based at least in part on a predefined period of time,
9. The method of claim 8, wherein the predefined period of time comprises at least one
of a climate season, a programming season and a sporting season.
10.  The method of claim 1, wherein selecting the subset is based at least in part on a
stickiness of the viewing of the channels as a function of time.
11.  The method of claim 1, wherein selecting the subset is also based at least in part on
content of the monitored channels.
12.  The method of claim 1, wherein selecting the subset comprises ranking the monitored

chamnels and identifying a defined number of channels for selection based on the ranking.
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8. The method of claiml, wherein at |east one of selecting and
associ ating the subset is based at least in part on a predefined

peri od of WO 049753 The nmet hod of claim8, wherein the predsbésigthis
period of time conprises at |east one of a clinmate season, a
progranmm ng season and a sporting season. 10. The nethod of claim1,
wherein selecting the subset is based at least in part on a
stickiness of the viewing of the channels as a function of tinme. 11.

The nethod qf claiim 1 erein sel ect] h bset is also. based .at
east I paf Ve OheantiEs SRt i MR T Pley G Ro e A8ER 0
of cl alamrdhdcastieg eysteng Bheaghemtng Hetefldsgirisingnpri ses ranking t he

noni tored chapnel s .and identifying. a define unber of channels for
Selection bACKTH GRvicteonigier Hg?.(Pl UG ETURDYTEIGINGHIR 13,
A systggafor generating a condensed |ist of channels for display on a
client device of a broadcasting system the generati ng system

conpri si ng: 2Arasessengondisvied to wontdr ghareglsviewed yia the pliany desfice Hagetest &
froma . 1.ngQ; | QU L tor
channof ot AepRL R ATRAaaG hoh gEe07 oo F Bl TREkS

pl ur al mtpwdfof ¢ihermieiesvitgaasfebe eltanhalg sind icnaspenidte tha selisel teggherdo gergfataa
frequency, and ,a un f . tinme of view ng of the channels, and to
associ 5?%16{1?? 1§ﬂ%%§g“ﬁe§g@fﬁé?la¥‘o generate a condensed |ist of
channelig. f oThelkySRhayf claithdl3, Waerebiythé elivnofevidedhdindes thayredsgion. t he client
devi ce includes the prqcessor. . 15. The systemof c¢laim 13, wherein
the pr éé-essa"ge fssst%?ﬁo%m ’éoWPFfﬁﬁrtgﬁpﬁoﬁesé?fd? éﬂr@ﬁ@coaﬁﬁw%%ﬂoreé%ensed

i st ObehabN&densed fist ofBBanpyst €m of claim 15, wherein the processor
is further configured to update the stored condensed |ist of channels

at | eadf. onéhosyspar olodaimalS, wherain thoproresseris fugther copfigmae tasypsiateriho f

claim LDy & ( | |- e generated
condonsipdtoEa&P b e BLARAS 8 0kacl SuotBki L ED shesiBhiufie NS S
claim 13, whbe ejstcn; tilgmdSewhereini the prondsseyus emhfizored ¢ stote thongemassmici at e
the su ggl?dtené%'dtlgpgtl cl.l'lgﬂarlehsydn the client device.

18.  The system of claim 13, wherein the processor is configured to select and associate

the subset automatically.

19. The system of claim 13, wherein the processor is configured to at least one of select
and associate the subset based at least in part on at least one of a time of day, a day of week,
and a month of year that the monitored channels are viewed.

20. The system of claim 13, wherein the processor is configured to at least one of select
and associate the subset based at least in part on an identified user.

21.  The system of claim 13, wherein the processor is configured to at least one of select
and associate the subset based at least in part on a predefined period of time.

22.  The system of claim 13, wherein the processor is configured to select the subset based
at least in part on a stickiness of the viewing of the channels as a function of time.

23.  The system of claim 13, wherein the processor is configured to select the subset also
based at least in part on content of the monitored channels.

24.  The system of claim 13, wherein the processor is configured to select the subset by
ranking the monitored channels and identifying a defined number of channels for selection
based on the ranking.

16



19. The system of claim 13, wherein the processor is configured to at
| east one of select and associ ate the subset based at |east in part
on at | easwognw/od3753 tine of day, a day of week, and a FIIES20@f073pear
that the nonitored channels are viewed. 20. The system of claim 13,
wherein the processor is configured to at | east one of select and
associ ate the subset based at least in part on an identified user.
21. The systemof claim 13, wherein the processor is configured to at
| east ofie OR chfipeRf-radshiaseRgt Hetivhiacissins elsubamadfal | east in part
on a predefined period of tinme. 22. The system of claim 13, wherein
t he processBPREmEshrIslHdevedoisarkicnt deviee thatiseantigured do reciveapiurality
part opr@astdicki ness of the view ng of the channels as a function of
time. 23. Thé systemof claim 13, wherein the processor is

confi gured selecting esubsetnd thagivratityaifsharipels bdsedtat lcasi gt parhorpatieasiome of a
cont en f.th i 1or h ., . Jh yst.em of claim 13,

whegr ei tﬁre@ﬁg&%%gg%sﬁgéoﬁn?gft%%%&?‘g%v?lgﬁ Of@egléq“g%]?’ %I’ﬁie subset by ranking
t he noni t or edocidtapnid sibastdogdetiento deyéera axoflddnseiblibt bfichaeielofor diplanel s
for selection based on the ranking. W) 2009/048753PCT/ US2008/ 077914
25. A conput er-readabl e storage nmedi umincluding instructions for:
noni toring channels viewed via a client device that is configured to
receive a plurality of channels; sel ecting a subset of the
plurality of channels based at least in part on at |east one of a 5
frequency and an anmount of tinme of view ng of the channels; and
associ ating the subset together to generate a condensed |ist of
channel s for display.
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