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CLAIMS 

1. (Amended) A developer accommodating unit f.. 

accommodating a developer, comprising: 

5 a flexible container provided with a 	opening 

for permitting discharge of the accommodate.. 

developer; 

a sealing member for sealing . e opening and 

for exposing the opening by being w 	nd up; and 

10 an unsealing member, mou 	ed on said sealing 

member, for unsealing said sea 	ng member by winding 

up said sealing member. 

2. (Amended) 	A deve oper accommodating unit 

15 according to Claim 1, 	herein an end of said sealing 

member is bonded to a periphery of the opening at a 

bonding portion, 	nd 

wherei 	when the bonding portion is started to 

be peeled, a 	arrow angle of said sealing member 

20 between a •ide where said sealing member is bonded to 

the bona ng portion and a side along a movement 

direc ion is 90 degrees or less. 

3. (Amended) A developer accommodating unit 

25 according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein said flexible 

container is provided with a portion-to-be-fixed to be 

fixed to a fixing portion of a frame. 
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4. (Amended) A developer accommodating unit 

according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein said flexible 

container includes a portion-to-be-fixed, and 

5 wherein the portion-to-be-fixed is t 	be fixed 

to a frame via a connecting member to be fixed to a 

fixing portion of the frame. 

5. (Amended) A developer acco r.dating unit 

10 	according to Claim 4, wherein th• 	fixing portion is 

provided along a direction su..tantially perpendicular 

to a movement direction of --id sealing member. 

6. (Amended) A devr oper accommodating unit 

15 	according to Claim 4 	wherein said sealing member is 

peeled from a sidt near the fixing portion. 

7. A de eloper accommodating unit for 

accommodat.  g a developer for image formation, wherein 

20 	said dev loper accommodating unit comprises: 

a developer accommodating container including 

a f exible container provided with an opening for 

rmitting discharge of the accommodated developer and 

including a sealing member for sealing the opening by 

5 	being bonded to said flexible container at a bonding 

portions and for exposing the opening by being moved; 

a frame for accommodating said developer 
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accommodating container and said sealing member; and 

which includes a fixing portion for fixing said 

flexible container, 

an unsealing member, provided rotatably on 

5 said frame, for unsealing the opening by peel 	g said 

sealing member from said developer accommo..ting 

container by winding said sealing member =round a 

rotation shaft, 	wherein said unsealin 	member includes, 

in the case where said unsealing me 	er is seen along 

10 a surface of said sealing member, 	folded-back 

portion between the bonding portion and a portion 

where said unsealing member 	. mounted, 

wherein said frame is provided with a fixing 

portion for suppressing 'ovement of said flexible 

15 

20 

25 

container when said u .ealing member is moved, and 

wherein whe' a flat plane which passes through 

said unsealing me.A.er, the opening and the fixing 

portion and wh' 	is perpendicular to the rotation 

shaft of sai. unsealing member is seen, 

o 	the bonding portions which opposes to each 

other vi 	the opening, in the case where the bonding 

porti. s are seen along the surface of said sealing 

me '-r, the bonding portion in a side near the 

lded-back portion is a first bonding portion, 

wherein of the first bonding portion, a point at an 

end portion in a side near the opening is a first 

point, 
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5 

wherein a distance measured from the fixing 

portion to the first point along said flexible 

container with respect to a direction which does n 

include the opening is Ml, 

wherein a distance measured from the 	xing 

portion to the first point along said flexi• e 

container with respect to a direction inc 	ding the 

opening is M2, and 

wherein Ml < M2 is satisfied 

10 

8. 	A developer accommodati g unit according to 

15 

Claim 7, whereih the bonding r.rtion opposing the 

first bonding portion via t•e opening is a second 

bonding portion, 

wherein of the 	irst bonding portion, a point 

at an end portion in 	side remote from the opening is 

a second point, 

wherein .f the second bonding portion, a point 

at an end por,  on in a side remote from the opening is 

20 a third poi 	, 

erein when bonding at the first bonding 

portion is unsealed by said unsealing member, a 

portion where said unsealing member applies a force to 

s_ d sealing member is a force application point 

25 •ortion, 

wherein a distance between the second point 

and the third point is Ll, 
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wherein a distance between the second point 

and the force application point portion is L2, and 

wherein Ll < L2 is satisfied. 

5 9. A developer accommodating unit accor..ng to 

Claim 7 or 8, wherein said flexible contai 	r is fixed 

to said frame so that a position of said 	eveloper 

accommodating container is changed bet een a time 

before and unsealing member moves s 	d sealing member 

10 to perform an unsealing operation :nd a time when the 

unsealing operation is started 	o unseal the bonding 

at the first bonding portion..  

10. A developer acc 	odating container for 

15 accommodating a devel.ier, wherein said developer 

accommodating conta' er comprises: 

a flexib 	container provided with an opening 

for permitting yischarge of the developer; and 

a se 	ing member capable of sealing the 

20 opening by 	eing bonded to said flexible container at 

bonding 	ortions and capable of exposing the opening 

by be 	g moved, 

wherein said sealing member is provided, in an 

o d side, with a portion-to-be-engaged to be engaged 

25 with an unsealing member for unsealing, said sealing 

member by moving said sealing member, 

wherein said flexible container is provided 
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with a portion-to-be-fixed to be fixed to a frame for 

accommodating said developer accommodating container 

to suppress movement of said flexible container a 	a 

time of an unsealing operation of said unsealin•  

5 

10 

15 

member, and 

wherein when a flat plane which pa- es through 

the portion-to-be-engaged, the opening a•. the 

portion-to-be-fixed and which is perpe dicular to a 

flat surface of said sealing member 	s seen, 

of the bonding portions w ich opposes to each 

other via the opening, in the 	se where the bonding 

portions are seen along the 	rface of said sealing 

member, the bonding portio• in a side near the 

portion-to-be-engaged is a first bonding portion, 

wherein of the first ..nding portion, a point at an 

end portion in a si e near the opening is a first 

point, 

wherei 	a distance measured from the fixing 

portion to t e first point along the developer 

20 accommoda 	ng container with respect to a direction 

which dr s not include the opening is Ml, 

wherein a sum of a distance measured from the 

fi .ng portion to the first point along the developer 

.ccommodating container with respect to a direction 

25 including the opening, and the opening is M2, and 

wherein Ml < M2 is satisfied. 
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11. A developer accommodating unit according to 

any one of Claims 1 - 9, further comprising a 

developer carrying member for carrying the develop 

for developing a latent image. 

5 

12. A process cartridge detachably mou 	able to 

an image forming apparatus main assembly 	which is a 

process cartridge in which a developer accommodating 

unit according to any of Claims 1 t. 9 and 11 and an 

10 electrophotographic photosensitiv 	member are integral 

with each other, or is a proces 	cartridge in which a 

developer accommodating unit 	ccording to Claim 10 and 

the electrophotographic ph 	osensitive member are 

integral with each other 

15 

13. An electro 	otographic image forming 

apparatus compris 	a process cartridge according to 

Claim 12. 

20 14. (Aelled) A developer accommodating unit 

accordin• 	to any of Claims 1 - 13, wherein said 

flexi. e container is a bag. 

15. (Added) A developer accommodating unit 

25 according to any of Claims 1 - 14, further comprising 

a frame for accommodating said unsealing member. 
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16. (Added) A developer accommodating unit 

according to Claim 15, wherein said frame includes a 

fixing portion for fixing said flexible container. 

5 17. (Added) A developer accommodating uni 

according to any of Claims 14 - 16, wherein said 

flexible container is constituted by a s 	et. 

18. (Added) A developer accommo 	ting unit 

10 according to Claim 17, wherein th- sheet is 0.03 mm - 

0.15 mm in thickness. 

19. (Added) A develope. accommodating unit 

according to any one of • aims 1 - 18, wherein said 

15 flexible container inc 	ded a portion having air 

permeability and a ..rtion having no air permeability. 

20. (Added) A developer accommodating unit 

according to 	ny one of Claims 1 - 19, wherein said 

20 flexible c. tainer comprises any of polyethylene 

terephth• 	ate 	(PET), polyethylene 	(PE) 	and 

polyp 	•pylene 	(PP). 

21. (Added) A developer accommodating unit for 

25 accommodating a developer, comprising: 

a flexible container provided with an opening 

for permitting discharge of the accommodated 
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developer; 

a sealing member for sealing the opening so 	s 

to cover the opening and for exposing the opening •y 

being moved; 

5 an unsealing member, mounted on said sealing 

member, for moving said sealing member; an 

a frame for accommodating said u sealing 

member, 

wherein said frame includes 	fixing portion 

10 for fixing said flexible container  

22. 	(Added) 	A developer 	ccommodating unit 

according to Claim 21, whe 	in an end of said sealing 

member is bonded to a pe iphery of the opening at a 

15 bonding portion, and 

wherein whe 	the bonding portion is started to 

be peeled, a narr' 	angle of said sealing member 

between a side 	here said sealing member is bonded to 

the bonding f.rtion and a side along a movement 

20 direction 	s 90 degrees or less. 

2 . 	(Added) A developer accommodating unit 

according to Claim 21 or 22, wherein said flexible 

.ntainer is provided with a portion-to-be-fixed to be 

25 fixed to the fixing portion of said frame. 

24. 	(Added) A developer accommodating unit 
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according to Claim 21 or 22, wherein said flexible 

container includes a portion-to-be-fixed, and 

wherein the portion-to-be-fixed is to be 	xec 

to said frame via a connecting member to be fix 	to 

5 	the fixing portion of said frame. 

25. (Added) A developer accommodatin. unit 

according to Claims 21 - 24, wherein t.- fixing 

portion is provided along a directio 	substantially 

10 	perpendicular to a movement direc 	on of said sealing 

member. 

26. (Added) A develope 	accommodating unit 

according to any one of c aims 21 - 25, wherein said 

15 	sealing member is woun 	up by said unsealing member so 

as to be peeled fro' a side near the fixing portion. 

27. (Added) A developer accommodating unit 

according to 	ny one of Claims 1 - 19, wherein when a 

20 	flat plane 	hich passes through said unsealing member, 

the opening and a fixing portion and which is 

perpe sicular to the rotation shaft of said unsealing 

me 	r is seen, 

of bonding portions which opposes to each 

other via the opening, in the case where the bonding 

portions are seen along the surface of said sealing 

member, the bonding portion in a side near a 
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folded-back portion is a first bonding portion, 

wherein of the first bonding portion, a point at an 

end portion in a side near 

point, 

the opening is a first 

5 wherein a distance measured from the 	ixing 

portion to the first point along said flex 	le  

container with respect to a 

include the opening is Ml, 

direction wh. ch does not 

wherein a distance measure 	from the fixing 

10 portion to the first point along 	aid flexible 

container with respect to a 

opening is M2, and 

wherein Ml < M2 i 

di 	ction 

satisfied. 

including the 
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CLAIMS 

1. 	A developer accommodating unit for accommodating a developer, 
comprising: 

a flexible container provided with an opening for permitting discharge 
of the accommodated developer; 
a sealing member for sealing the opening and for exposing the opening by 
being wound up; 

an unsealing member, mounted on said sealing member, for unsealing 
said sealing member by winding up said sealing member; and 
a frame for accommodating said unsealing member, 
wherein said frame includes a fixing portion for fixing said flexible container 

2. 	A developer accommodating unit for accommodating a developer, 
comprising: 

a flexible container provided with an opening for permitting discharge 
of the accommodated developer; 
a sealing member for sealing the opening so as to cover the opening and for 
exposing the opening by being moved; 

an unsealing member, mounted on said sealing member, for moving 
said sealing member; and 

a frame for accommodating said unsealing member, 
wherein said frame includes a fixing portion for fixing said flexible 

container. 

3. A developer accommodating unit according to Claim 1, wherein said 
flexible container is a bag. 

4. A developer accommodating unit according to Claim 1, wherein said 
flexible container is constituted by a sheet. 

5. A developer accommodating unit according to Claim 4, wherein the 
sheet is 0.03 mm - 0.15 mm in thickness. 

6. A developer accommodating unit according to Claim 1, wherein said 
flexible container includes a portion having air permeability. 

7. A developer accommodating unit according to any Claim 1, wherein 
said flexible container comprises any of polyethylene terephthalate (PET), 
polyethylene (PE) and polypropylene (PP). 
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8. A developer accommodating unit according to Claim 1, wherein an 
end of said sealing member is bonded to a periphery of the opening at a 
bonding portion, and 

wherein when the bonding portion is started to be peeled, a narrow 
angle of said sealing member between a side where said sealing member is 
bonded to the bonding portion and a side along a movement direction is 90 
degrees or less. 

9. A developer accommodating unit according to Claim 1, wherein said 
flexible container is provided with a portion-to-be-fixed to be fixed to a 
fixing portion of a frame. 

10. A developer accommodating unit according to Claim 1, wherein said 
flexible container includes a portion-to-be-fixed, and 

wherein the portion-to-be-fixed is to be fixed to a frame via a 
connecting member to be fixed to a fixing portion of the frame. 
11. A developer accommodating unit according to Claim 1, wherein the 

fixing portion is provided along a direction substantially perpendicular to a 
movement direction of said sealing member. 

12. A developer accommodating unit according to Claim 1, wherein said 
sealing member is peeled from a side near the fixing portion. 

13. A developer accommodating unit according to any one of Claim 1, 
wherein when a flat plane which passes through said unsealing member, the 
opening and a fixing portion and which is perpendicular to the rotation shaft 
of said unsealing member is seen, 

of bonding portions which opposes to each other via the opening, in 
the case where the bonding portions are seen along the surface of said sealing 
member, the bonding portion in a side near a folded-back portion is a first 
bonding portion, wherein of the first bonding portion, a point at an end 
portion in a side near the opening is a first point, 

wherein a distance measured from the fixing portion to the first point 
along said flexible container with respect to a direction which does not 
include the opening is Ml, 

wherein a distance measured from the fixing portion to the first point 
along said flexible container with respect to a direction including the opening 
is M2, and 

wherein MI < M2 is satisfied. 
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14. 	A developer accommodating unit for accommodating a developer for 
image formation, wherein said developer accommodating unit comprises: 

a developer accommodating container including a flexible container 
provided with an opening for permitting discharge of the accommodated 
developer and including a sealing member for sealing the opening by being 
bonded to said flexible container at a bonding portions and for exposing the 
opening by being moved; 

a frame for accommodating said developer accommodating container 
and said sealing member; and which includes a fixing portion for fixing said 
flexible container, 

an unsealing member, provided rotatably on said frame, for unsealing 
the opening by peeling said sealing member from said developer 
accommodating container by winding said sealing member around a rotation 
shaft, wherein said unsealing member includes, in the case where said 
unsealing member is seen along a surface of said sealing member, a 
folded-back portion between the bonding portion and a portion where said 
unsealing member is mounted, 

wherein said frame is provided with a fixing portion for suppressing 
movement of said flexible container when said unsealing member is moved, 
and 

wherein when a flat plane which passes through said unsealing 
member, the opening and the fixing portion and which is perpendicular to the 
rotation shall of said unsealing member is seen, 

of the bonding portions which opposes to each other via the opening, 
in 	 bonding the case where the 	portions are seen along the surface of said 
sealing member, the bonding portion in a side near the folded-back portion is 
a first bonding portion, wherein of the first bonding portion, a point at an end 
portion in a side near the opening is a first point, 

wherein a distance measured from the fixing portion to the first point 
along said flexible container with respect to a direction which does not 
include the opening is Ml, 

wherein a distance measured from the fixing portion to the first point 
along said flexible container with respect to a direction including the opening 
is M2, and 

wherein MI < M2 is satisfied. 
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15. A developer accommodating unit according to Claim 14, wherein the 
bonding portion opposing the first bonding portion via the opening is a 
second bonding portion, 

wherein of the first bonding portion, a point at an end portion in a side 
remote from the opening is a second point, 

wherein of the second bonding portion, a point at an end portion in a 
side remote from the opening is a third point, 

wherein when bonding at the first bonding portion is unsealed by said 
unsealing member, a portion where said unsealing member applies a force to 
said sealing member is a force application point portion, 

wherein a distance between the second point and the third point is Ll, 
wherein a distance between the second point and the force application 

point portion is L2, and 
wherein Ll < L2 is satisfied. 

16. A developer accommodating unit according to Claim 14, wherein said 
flexible container is fixed to said frame so that a position of said developer 
accommodating container is changed between a time before and unsealing 
member moves said sealing member to perform an unsealing operation and a 
time when the unsealing operation is started to unseal the bonding at the first 
bonding portion. 

17. A developer accommodating unit according to Claim 1., further 
comprising a developer carrying member for carrying the developer for 
developing a latent image. 

18. A:developer accommodating container for accommodating a 
developer, wherein said developer accommodating container comprises: 

a flexible container provided with an opening for permitting discharge 
of the developer; and 

a sealing member capable of sealing the opening by being bonded to 
said flexible container at bonding portions and capable of exposing the 
opening by being moved, 

wherein Said sealing member is provided, in an end side, with a 
portion-to-be-engaged to be engaged with an unsealing member for 
unsealing, said sealing member by moving said sealing member, 

wherein said flexible container is provided with a portion-to-be-fixed 
to be fixed to a frame for accommodating said developer accommodating 
container to suppress movement of said flexible container at a time of an 
unsealing operation of said unsealing member, and 
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wherein when a flat plane which passes through the 
portion-to-be-engaged, the opening and the portion-to-be-fixed and which is 
perpendicular to a flat surface of said sealing member is seen, 

of the bonding portions which opposes to each other via the opening, 
in the case where the bonding portions are seen along the surface of said 
sealing member, the bonding portion in a side near the portion-to-be-engaged 
is a first bonding portion, wherein of the first bonding portion, a point at an 
end portion in a side near the opening is a first point, 

wherein a distance measured from a 	fixing portion to the first point 
along the developer accommodating container with respect to a direction 
which does not include the opening is Ml, 

wherein a sum of a distance measured from the fixing portion to the 
first point along the developer accommodating container with respect to a 
direction including the opening, and the opening is M2, and 

wherein Ml < M2 is satisfied. 

19. A process cartridge detachably mountable to an image forming 
apparatus main assembly, which is a process cartridge in which a developer 
accommodating unit according to any of Claims 1 and an 
electrophotographic photosensitive member are integral with each other, or is 
a process cartridge in which a developer accommodating container according to 
Claim 18 and the electrophotographic photosensitive member are integral 
with each other. 

20. An image forming apparatus comprising any one of: 
a developer accommodating unit according to Claim 1; and 

a process cartridge according to claim 19. 


