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A net hod and apparatus for

purifying carboxylic acids

is disclosed. A mixture containing crude carboxylic
acid is contacted with a selective crystallization
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Yy

(57) Abstract: A method and apparatus for purifying carboxylic acids is disclosed. A mixture containing crude carboxylic acid is
contacted with a selective crystallization solvent to form a slurry of a salt complex of the carboxylic acid and the selective crystalliza-
tion solvent. The salt complex is recovered and optionally processed to recover the free carboxylic acid. The method and apparatus
of the invention is particularly suitable for purifying aromatic dicarboxylic acids such as terephthalic acid. The present invention
also reduces contamination by carboxybenaldehyde isomers in crude phthalic acids by oxidizing the carboxybenzaldehyde to the
corresponding phthalic acid.



WO 2006/088470 A2 |NIINI) DA 00 00 R0 00 0000 A O

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations” appearing at the begin-
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gagzette.



