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cans. The sheet is provided with a plurality of pairs of slits arranged in
rows and ranks to receive the This invention relates to a generally planar
chimes of cans. The sheet is folded along a strip sheet for stabilizing an
array of substantially iden-  between adjacent slits to retain the cans in
an array tical cans having an openable end with a chime. In   5   to allow
transportation of the cans. use, the sheet covers substantial portions of
the      This invention addresses the need for a way to openable ends of
the cans. This invention also     prevent dust or debris from falling onto
the opena- relates to a merchandising package using such a    ble ends of
such cans, particularly but not exclu- sheet and a method of forming the
package.         sively when a carrier gripping such cans at their In
merchandising canned beverages, it is con-  to  side walls away from their
chimes is used. ventional to package multiple cans in a rectangular    This
invention addresses both needs by provid- array, which may contain four,
six, twelve, or twen-  ing a generally planar sheet for stabilizing a
rectan- ty four cans. Commonly, the cans are provided      gular array of
substantially identical cans of a type with a carrier gripping the
individual cans and pro-  having an openable end with a chime and for
viding a handle or finger holes to facilitate carrying   15  covering
substantial portions of the openable ends the gripped cans. Carriers made
from thin sheets   of the cans, the sheet having multiple pairs of of
resilient, flexible polymeric material, such as low  substantially parallel
slits, the pairs of slits being density polyethylene, are used in countless
num-   arranged in longitudinal rows and transverse ranks, bers.
the sheet being configured to be clippable onto the Typically, a beverage
can has a flange-like   20  cans in the rectangular array in such manner
that chime around its openable end resulting from the   portions of the
chimes of the respective cans ex- seaming on of the openable end to close
the filled  tend into the slits of the respective pairs charac- can. A
beverage can of an older style is made with  terised in that the rows and
ranks are adjacent, and chimes at both ends. A beverage can of a newer
in that the sheet has elongate can-stabilizing strips style is made with
one chime, and one openable  25  disposed respectively between the pairs of
slits in end, which has a pulltab or similar easy opening   each rank, the
strips being defined by slits of the feature.
pairs of slits in each respective row and by slits of Commonly, and
particularly when carriers      the pairs of slits in an adjacent row,
whereby each made from thin sheets of polymeric material are    elongate
strip fits, without folding, under portions of used, such cans are shelved
for retail sale in loca-  30  the chimes of two adjacent cans in the same
rank. tions where dust or debris can collect on their        The sheet may
be advantageously used with openable ends. Therefore, for aesthetic and
sani-  beverage cans of either style noted above. Its tary reasons, there
has been a need for an in-     utility, however, is not limited to such
cans. expensive, effective way to prevent dust or debris     Preferably,
each can-stabilizing strip has side from falling onto the openable ends of
such cans  35  edges adapted to abut the adjacent cans directly so that the
beverage Is not contaminated upon      beneath the chimes of the adjacent
cans when the opening of the openable ends.                      sheet is
clipped onto the cans. Each can-stabilizing Typically, such a carrier is
applied in such    strip fits thereunder without folding, and therefore
manner that the carrier grips the cans at their side  these strips perform
an important function by sta- walls where their side walls meet their
chimes,  40  bilizing the cans at their openable ends. Moreover, thereby to
form a package. Typically, the carrier is  portions of the sheet between
the slits of the re- formed with finger apertures that facilitate carrying
spective pairs cover substantial portions of the the package with the cans
in a generally upright   openable ends of the respective cans to prevent
orientation, in which the cans tend to be generally  dirt and debris
accumulating on the openable ends. perpendicular to the carrier. Thus, when
the pack-  45  This invention also contemplates that a pack- age is
carried, upward stretching forces on the    age for merchandising such cans
may be readily carrier tend somewhat to stabilize the package.    assembled
by providing such cans in a rectangular Moreover, it has been proposed to
provide       array, in which their openable ends face in a com- such a
carrier with an external handle and to apply  mon direction, and
stabilizing the cans and cover- the carrier in such a manner that the
carrier grips   50  ing substantial portions of their openable ends by the
cans at their side walls away from their chimes,  means of a generally
planar sheet in accordance thereby to form a package. When the package is
with the invention. The pairs of slits of the sheet carried by such a
handle, the package tends to be  are arranged, substantially as the cans
are ar- more floppy, as compared to a package formed       ranged, in their
longitudinal rows and transverse typically and carried with the cans in a
generally  55  ranks. upright orientation.
In assembling the package, the sheet is US-A-3,245,711 discloses a sheet
according to   clipped onto the cans in the rectangular array. As the
preamble of claim 1 which is used to carry     mentioned above, portions of
the chimes of the 
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extend into the slits of the respec-  claiming priority from USSN 519,917.
Preferably, tive pairs and each strip fits, without folding such  the
carrier stock is applied by a machine disclosed strip, under portions of
the chimes of two adjacent  in a co-pending European patent application
num- cans in the same rank. Preferably, side edges of   ber 91303390.8
filed simultaneously herewith under each strip abut the adjacent cans
directly beneath   5   Attorneys reference 80/4013/02 and claiming prior-
the chimes of the adjacent cans when the sheet is  ity from USSN 519,860.
clipped onto the cans.                                 Moreover, the
package 10 comprises a gen- Furthermore, the package may comprise a car-
erally planar paperboard or polymeric sheet 40 rier including means for
gripping the cans in such  according to this invention. Paperboard, more
par- manner that the carrier does not interfere with the   10  ticularly
point board, is a preferred material for the sheet. Thus, as an example,
the carrier may be a   sheet 40. A filled or unfilled polymeric material,
carrier that grips the cans at their side walls away  such as low density
polyethylene, is an alternative from their chimes.
material for the sheet 40. A particular embodiment of a sheet, a package
The sheet 40, which may be die-cut, is rectan- and a method of forming it
will now be described   15  gular, except for rounded corners. The sheet 40
with reference to the accompanying drawings; in    has several
characteristic features, as described which:-
below. Figure 1 is a fragmentary, perspective view of a    Thus, the sheet
40 has twenty-four pairs of merchandising package comprising a rectangu-
substantially parallel slits 42, 44. The pairs of slits W      lar array of
substantially identical cans, a gen-  20  42, 44, are arrayed,
substantially as the cans 12 erally planar sheet, and a carrier gripping
the  are arrayed, in longitudinal rows and transverse individual cans at
their side walls.             ranks. Each of the slits 42, 44, is
substantially Figure 2 is a plan view of the sheet before it has  straight
except for its opposite ends, which are been clipped onto the cans to
assemble the       curved. In each pair of slits 42, 44, the curved ends
package shown in Figure 1.                  25  46 of the slit 42 and the
curved ends 48 of the slit Figure 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary, crosssec-
44 point toward one another, as shown in Figure 2. tional view taken along
line 3--3 of Figure 2, in a  Also, the sheet 40 has sixteen elongate, can-
direction indicated by arrows, to show the sheet  stabilizing strips 50.
The strips 50 are disposed after it has been clipped onto the cans.
respectively between the pairs of slits 42, 44, in As shown in the drawing,
a package 10 for  30  each rank and are defined respectively by slits in
merchandising substantially identical cans 12 of the  two adjacent rows.
Each strip 50 is defined, more newer style noted above constitutes a
preferred    particularly, by one of the slits 42 and one of the embodiment
of this invention.                      slits 44. Each can 12 has a
cylindrical side wall 14,        Moreover, the sheet 40 has two folding
lines which includes a frusto-conical shoulder 16. Also,  35  near its
longitudinal edges. The folding lines are each can 12 has an openable end
18 with a flange-  defined respectively by longitudinal rows of slits. like
chime 20, which is formed where the end 18 is     One folding line is
defined by a longitudinal joined to the shoulder 16. A pull-tab 22 is
mounted  row of slits 60 aligned approximately with the ends operatively to
the openable end 18.                  46 of the slits 42 nearest to one
longitudinal edge The package 10 comprises a rectangular array   40  62 of
the sheet 40. The folding line defined by the of twenty-four such cans 12
in longitudinal rows   slits 60 and the edge 62 define one longitudinal and
transverse ranks (columns) with the openable   edge portion 64 of the sheet
40. ends 18 facing in a common direction. The opena-       The other
folding line is defined by a longitudi- ble ends 18 are shown as facing
upwardly.          nal row of slits 70 aligned approximately with the Also,
the package 10 comprises a carrier 30,  45  ends 48 of the slits 44 nearest
to the other longitu- which comprises bands 32 gripping the individual
dinal edge 72 of the sheet 40. The folding line cans 12 at their side walls
14, below their shoul-  defined by the slits 70 and the edge 72 define ders
16, and away from their chimes 20. The        another longitudinal edge
portion 74 of the sheet carrier 30 is made from a thin sheet of resilient,
40. flexible polymeric material, such as low density  50   Furthermore, the
sheet 40 may have three .polyethylene. The carrier 30 may be a known car-
break-away lines defined respectively by trans- rier, such as the carrier
disclosed in US-A-       verse rows of perforations, If a series of
selectively 4,018,331  or the carrier disclosed  in US-A-      separable
six-packs are desired. One such row of 4,219,117.
perforations 80 is located approximately half-way 



Preferably, the carrier 30 is made from carrier  55  between the transverse
edges 82, 84, of the sheet stock disclosed in co-pending European patent
ap-  40. Another such row of perforations 86 is located plication number
91303430.2 filed simultaneously   approximately half-way between the row of
perfora- herewith under Attorneys reference 80/4018/02 and  tions 80 and
the edge 82. The remaining row of 3    5                 EP 0 456 358 B1
6 perforations 88 is located approximately half-way  cans 12 and another
comprising six cans 12 between the perforations 80 and the edge 84. Oth-
In a preferred method for assembling the pack- er configurations of
perforations may be utilized,  age 10, the cans 12 are provided in a
rectangular depending on desirability to break the package into  array, on
which the carrier 30 has been applied. sub-groups.
5   Next, the sheet 40 is clipped onto the cans 12, in The sheet 40 is
configured to enable it to be  the manner specified above, such that the
strips 50 readily clipped onto the cans 12 in the rectangular  are not
folded. The sheet 40 may be clipped onto array in a manner shown in Figures
1 and 3.        the cans 12 in a manual operation or in an'auto-
Specifically, the sheet 40 is clippable onto the cans  mated operation,
such as a rolling operation, in 12 in such manner that portions of the
chimes 20   10  which the strips 50 are forced downwardly relative of the
respective cans 12 extend into the slits 42,  to the planar portion 52, for
example by a cogged 44, of the respective pairs, that each strip 50 fits,
or selectively actuable roller (not shown) so as to without folding such
strip 50, under portions of the  snap beneath the chimes 20 of the adjacent
cans chimes 20 of two adjacent cans 12 in the same      12. The
longitudinal edge portions 64, 74, may be rank, and that planar portions 52
of the sheet 40   15  simultaneously or subsequently folded downwardly
between the slits 42, 44, of the respective pairs  along the folding lines
defined by the slits 60, 70. cover substantial portions of the openable
ends 18 of the respective cans 12.                         Claims As shown
in Figure 3, side edges 54 of each strip 50 abuts the adjacent cans 12
directly be-  20  1. A generally planar sheet (40) for stabilizing a neath
the chimes 20 of the respective cans 12,         rectangular array of
substantially identical cans thereby to lend stability to the package 10.
Since     (12) of a type having an openable end (18) the carrier 30 is
resilient, the strips 50 tend to     with a chime (20) and for covering
substantial stress the package 10 from inside the package 10.      portions
of the openable ends (18) of the cans Moreover, the strips 50 resist
lateral movement of  25  (12), the sheet (40) having multiple pairs of top
portions of the cans 12 toward one another.        substantially parallel
slits (42, 44), the pairs of Effectively, by combining these functions of
stress-   slits being arranged in longitudinal rows and ing the package 10
and resisting lateral movement      transverse ranks, the sheet (40) being
config- of top portions of the cans 12, the strips 50 sta-     ured to be
clippable onto the cans (12) in the bilize the package 10.
30       rectangular array in such manner that portions The strips 50 in
connection with the intercon-      of the chimes (20) of the respective
cans (12) necting webs of the carrier 32 act to reduce can-to-   extend
into the slits (42, 44) of the respective can contact, thus reducing
abrasion tendencies.        pairs characterised in that the rows and ranks
Because each strip 50 fits under portions of the   are adjacent, and in
that the sheet (40) has chimes 20 of two adjacent cans 12 in the same   35
elongate can-stabilizing strips (50) disposed re- rank without folding such
strip 50, the strips 50      spectively between the pairs of slits (42, 44)
in stabilize the arrayed cans 12 at the openable ends     each rank, the
strips (50) being defined by slits 18. Moreover, portions of the sheet 40
between the     (44) of the pairs of slits (42, 44) in each re- slits 42,
44, of the respective pairs cover substan-   spective row and by slits (42)
of the pairs of tial portions of the openable ends 18 of the respec-   40
slits (42,44) in an adjacent row, whereby each tive cans 12. Furthermore,
between and around the      elongate strip (50) fits, without folding,
under slits 42, 44, of the respective pairs, the sheet 40    portions of
the chimes (20) of two adjacent provides an expansive surface that can be
im-          cans (12) in the same rank. printed with labelling or
advertising. As the sheet 40 is clipped onto the cans 12, or  45  2. A
sheet according to claim 1, wherein the slits afterwards, the longitudinal
edge portions 64, 74,     (42, 44) of every pair are parallel. can be also
folded downwardly along the folding lines defined by the slits 60, 70.
Folding the sheet  3  A sheet according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the 40
downwardly along these folding lines causes the     slits (42, 44) of every
pair extend longitudinally sheet 40 to be less prone to warping.         50
of the sheet (40). 



After the package 10 has been assembled, it may be then broken away along
any of the trans-    4. A sheet according to any one of the preceding verse
rows of perforations 80, 86, 88. If the carrier  claims, wherein each strip
(50) has side edges 30 can be similarly divided, the package 10 com-
(54) adapted to abut the adjacent cans (12) prising twenty-four cans 12 can
be therefore di-  55   directly beneath their chimes (20) when the vided
into two packages, each comprising twelve        sheet (40) is clipped onto
the cans (12). cans 12, into four packages, each comprising six cans 12, or
into one package comprising eighteen 4    5                 EP 0 456 358 B1
[err] *  C   L  M  S  * perforations 88 is located approximately half-way
cans 12 and another comprising six cans 12 between the perforations 80 and
the edge 84. Oth-     In a preferred method for assembling the pack- er
configurations of perforations may be utilized,  age 10, the cans 12 are
provided in a rectangular depending on desirability to break the package
into  array, on which the carrier 30 has been applied. sub-groups.
5   Next, the sheet 40 is clipped onto the cans 12, in The sheet 40 is
configured to enable it to be  the manner specified above, such that the
strips 50 readily clipped onto the cans 12 in the rectangular  are not
folded. The sheet 40 may be clipped onto array in a manner shown in Figures
1 and 3.        the cans 12 in a manual operation or In an auto-
Specifically, the sheet 40 is clippable onto the cans  mated operation,
such as a rolling operation, in 12 in such manner that portions of the
chimes 20   10  which the strips 50 are forced downwardly relative of the
respective cans 12 extend into the slits 42,  to the planar portion 52, for
example by a cogged 44, of the respective pairs, that each strip 50 fits,
or selectively actuable roller (not shown) so as to without folding such
strip 50, under portions of the  snap beneath the chimes 20 of the adjacent
cans chimes 20 of two adjacent cans 12 in the same      12. The
longitudinal edge portions 64, 74, may be rank, and that planar portions 52
of the sheet 40   15  simultaneously or subsequently folded downwardly
between the slits 42, 44, of the respective pairs  along the folding lines
defined by the slits 60, 70. cover substantial portions of the openable
ends 18 of the respective cans 12.                         Claims As shown
in Figure 3, side edges 54 of each strip 50 abuts the adjacent cans 12
directly be-  20  1. A generally planar sheet (40) for stabilizing a neath
the chimes 20 of the respective cans 12,         rectangular array of
substantially identical cans thereby to lend stability to the package 10.
Since     (12) of a type having an openable end (18) the carrier 30 is
resilient, the strips 50 tend to     with a chime (20) and for covering
substantial stress the package 10 from inside the package 10.      portions
of the openable ends (18) of the cans Moreover, the strips 50 resist
lateral movement of  25  (12), the sheet (40) having multiple pairs of top
portions of the cans 12 toward one another.        substantially parallel
slits (42, 44), the pairs of Effectively, by combining these functions of
stress-   slits being arranged in longitudinal rows and ing the package 10
and resisting lateral movement      transverse ranks, the sheet (40) being
config- of top portions of the cans 12, the strips 50 sta-     ured to be
clippable onto the cans (12) in the bilize the package 10.
30       rectangular array in such manner that portions The strips 50 in
connection with the intercon-     of the chimes (20) of the respective cans
(12) necting webs of the carrier 32 act to reduce can-to-   extend into the
slits (42, 44) of the respective can contact, thus reducing abrasion
tendencies.        pairs characterised in that the rows and ranks Because
each strip 50 fits under portions of the   are adjacent, and in that the
sheet (40) has chimes 20 of two adjacent cans 12 in the same   35
elongate can-stabilizing strips (50) disposed re- rank without folding such
strip 50, the strips 50      spectively between the pairs of slits (42, 44)
in stabilize the arrayed cans 12 at the openable ends     each rank, the
strips (50) being defined by slits 18. Moreover, portions of the sheet 40
between the     (44) of the pairs of slits (42, 44) in each re- slits 42,
44, of the respective pairs cover substan-   spective row and by slits (42)
of the pairs of tial portions of the openable ends 18 of the respec-  40
slits (42,44) in an adjacent row, whereby each tive cans 12. Furthermore,
between and around the      elongate strip (50) fits, without folding,
under slits 42, 44, of the respective pairs, the sheet 40    portions of
the chimes (20) of two adjacent provides an expansive surface that can be
im-          cans (12) in the same rank. printed with labelling or
advertising. As the sheet 40 is clipped onto the cans 12, or  45  2. A
sheet according to claim 1, wherein the slits 



afterwards, the longitudinal edge portions 64, 74,     (42, 44) of every
pair are parallel. can be also folded downwardly along the folding lines
defined by the slits 60, 70. Folding the sheet  3. A sheet according to
claim 1 or 2, wherein the 40 downwardly along these folding lines causes
the     slits (42, 44) of every pair extend longitudinally sheet 40 to be
less prone to warping.         50       of the sheet (40). After the
package 10 has been assembled, it may be then broken away along any of the
trans-    4. A sheet according to any one of the preceding verse rows of
perforations 80, 86, 88. If the carrier  claims, wherein each strip (50)
has side edges 30 can be similarly divided, the package 10 com-      (54)
adapted to abut the adjacent cans (12) prising twenty-four cans 12 can be
therefore di-  55   directly beneath their chimes (20) when the vided into
two packages, each comprising twelve        sheet (40) is clipped onto the
cans (12). cans 12, into four packages, each comprising six cans 12, or
into one package comprising eighteen 4    EP 0 456 358 B1 EP 0 456 358 B1
[err] 5.  A sheet according to any one of the preceding           (42,44)
of the respective pairs and that each claims, wherein additional slits (60,
70) are          of the elongate strips (50) fits, without fold- provided
and which co-operate with the out-            ing such strip (50), under
portions of the ermost slits of the multiple pairs of parallel slits
chimes (20) of two adjacent cans (12) in the (42, 44) to provide downwardly
folded longitu-   5     same rank, dinal edge portions (64,74) which
stiffen the              wherein the stabilizing and covering generally
planar sheet (40).                           step includes clipping the
sheet (40) onto the arrayed cans (12) in the said manner. 6. A package for
merchandising substantially identical cans (12) of a type having an opena-
10  9. A method according to claim 8, wherein the ble end (18) with a chime
(20), the package          cans (12), are held together in the rectangular
including                                            array, by a carrier
(30) before the sheet (40) is a rectangular array of such cans (12),
clipped onto them and in such a manner that which are arranged in
longitudinal rows and         the carrier (30) does not interfere with the
transverse ranks with their openable ends (18)  15   connection between the
cans (12) and the extending in a common direction,
sheet (40). characterised in that a generally planar sheet (40) in
accordance with any one of the     10. A method according to claim 8 or 9,
wherein preceding claims is clipped onto the array of        side edges
(54) of each strip (50) abut the cans (12) so that portions of the chimes
(20) of  20  adjacent cans directly beneath their chimes the cans (12)
extend into the respective paired     (20) when the sheet (40) is clipped
onto the slits (42,44) and so that each strip (50) fits,      cans (12).
without folding, under portions of the chimes (20) of two adjacent cans
(12) in the same       PatentansprUche rank.
25 1. Im aligemeinen ebenes Blatt (40) zur Stabilisie- 7. A package
according to claim 6, comprising a         rung einer rechteckigen
Anordnung von im carrier (30) including means (32) for gripping
Wesentlichen identischen Dosen (12) eines the rectangular array of cans
(12) so that the       Typs mit einem zu Mffnenden, einen Im Quer- carrier
(30) does not interfere with their con-   30  schnitt kimmenartigen Rand
(20) besitzenden nection with the sheet (40).                         Ende
(18) und zur Bedeckung von grdBeren Bereichen des zu Mffnenden Endes (18)
der 8  A  method for assembling  a package as               Dosen (12),
wobel das Blatt (40) vielfache Paa- claimed in claim 6, for merchandising
substan-       re im wesentlichen paralleler Schlitze (42, 44) tially
identical cans (12) of a type having an   35  hat, die Schlitzpaare in
LAngsreihen und Quer- openable end (18) with a chime (20), the meth-
spalten angeordnet sind, das Blatt (40) gestal- od comprising steps of:
tet ist, um auf den Dosen (12) in der rechtecki- (a) providing such cans
(12) in a rectangular     gen Anordnung so befestigt werden zu k6n- array
with longitudinal rows and transverse       nen, daB Abschnitte der
kimmenartigen Rander ranks, and in which their openable ends (18)  40  (20)
der jeweiligen Dosen (12) sich in die 



face in a common direction; and,                  Schlitze (42, 44) der
jeweiligen Paare erstrek- (b) stabilizing the cans (12) and covering
ken, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dal die Reihen substantial portions of their
openable ends       und Spalten angrenzen und das Blatt (40) lang- (18) by
means of a generally planar sheet         gestreckte, dosenstabilisierende
Streifen (50) (40) having multiple pairs of substantially   45  besitzt,
die jeweils zwischen den Schlitzpaaren parallel slits (42,44), the pairs
being ar-       (42, 44) in jeder Spalte angeordnet sind, wobei ranged
substantially as the cans (12) are         die Streifen  (50) durch
Schlitze (44) der arranged, the sheet (40) having can-stabiliz-
Schlitzpaare (42, 44) In jeder Reihe und durch ing strips (50) disposed
respectively be-         Schlitze (42) der Schlitzpaare (42, 44) in einer
tween the pairs of slits (42,44) in each such   50  angrenzenden Reihe
begrenzt werden und je- rank, the strips (50) being defined by slits
der langgestreckte Streifen (50) ohne Faltung (44) of the pairs (42,44) in
each respective      unter Abschnitte der kimmenartigen Rander row and by
slits (42) of the pairs (42,44) in     (20) von zwei angrenzenden Dosen
(12) in each adjacent row, the sheet (40) being           derselben Spalte
paSt. configured to be clippable onto the cans   55 (12) in the rectangular
array in such manner  2. Blatt gem1B Anspruch 1, wobei die Schlitze that
portions of the chimes (20) of the re-       (42, 44) Jeden Paares parallel
sind. spective cans (12) extend into the slits 5    9                 EP 0
456 358 B1                    l0     l   c   L   M 3. Blatt gemaB Anspruch
1 oder 2, wobei sich die         tung weisen; und Schlitze (42, 44) jeden
Paares in Langsrichtung       (b) Stabilisieren der Dosen (12) und Bedek-
des Blattes (40) erstrecken.                          ken von gr6Beren
Bereichen ihrer zu 6ff- nenden Enden (18) mittels eines im allge- 4. Blatt
gem5B einem der vorhergehenden An-   5          meinen ebenen Blattes (40)
mit vielfachen sprache, wobei jeder Streifen (50) Seitenran-         Paaren
von im  wesentlichen  parallelen der (54) besitzt, die gestaltet sind, um
an den       Schlitzen (42, 44), wobei die Paare im we- angrenzenden Dosen
(12) direkt unterhalb ihrer        sentlichen angeordnet sind, wie die
Dosen kimmenartigen R3nder (20) anzuliegen, wenn            (12) angeordnet
sind, das Blatt (40) dosen- das Blatt (40) auf den Dosen (12) befestigt  10
stabilisierende Streifen (50) besitzt, die je- wird.
wells zwischen den Schlitzpaaren (42, 44) in jeder Spalte angeordnet sind,
die Streifen 5. Blatt gemI3i  einem der vorhergehenden An-            (50)
durch Schlitze (44) der Schlltzpaare sprlche, wobei zusgtzliche Schlitze
(60, 70)         (42, 44) in jeder jeweiligen Reihe und durch vorgesehen
sind, die mit den auBersten Schlit-  la    Schlitze (42) der Paare (42, 44)
in jeder zen der vielfachen Paare paralleler Schlitze          angrenzenden
Reihe begrenzt sind, das (42, 44) zusammenwirken, um nach unten ge-
Blatt (40) gestaltet ist, um auf den Dosen faltete L~ngsrandbereiche (64,
74) zu liefern,        (12) in der rechteckigen Anordnung so befe- die das
im allgemeinen ebene Blatt (40) ver-          stigt werden zu konnen, daO
Abschnitte der W    steifen.                                    20
kimmenartigen RFinder (20) der Jewelligen Dosen (12) sich in die Schlitze
(42, 44) der 6. Packung zum Verkaufen von im wesentlichen
jeweiligen Paare erstrecken und jeder der identischen Dosen (12) eines
Typs, der ein zu        langgestreckten Streifen (50), ohne den offnendes
Ende (18) mit einem im Querschnitt          Streifen (50) zu falten, unter
Abschnitte der kimmenartigen Rand (20) besitzt, wobei die  26
kimmenartigen Rander (20) von zwei an- Packung enth31t:
grenzenden Dosen (12) in derselben Spalte eine rechteckige Anordnung der
Dosen (12),            paBt, die in Langsreihen und Querspalten angeord-
wobei der stabilisierende und bedeckende net sind, wobei sich ihre zu
dffnenden Enden          Schritt Befestigen des Blattes (40) auf den (18)
in eine gemeinsame Richtung erstrecken,  30      angeordneten Dosen (12) in
der besagten dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB ein im allgemei-          Weise
einschlieBt. nen ebenes Blatt (40) gemKI3 einem der vor- hergehenden
AnsprUche auf der Anordnung         9. Verfahren gem3B Anspruch 8, wobei
die Dosen der Dosen (12) so befestigt ist, daB Abschnitte    (12) durch
einen Trager (30) in der rechtecki- der kimmenartigen Rander (20) der Dosen
(12)  35   gen Anordnung zusammengehalten werden, sich in die jeweiligen
paarweisen Schlitze (42,     bevor das Blatt (40) auf ihnen befestigt wirdi



44) erstrecken und so, daB jeder Streifen (50)     und zwar so, daB der
Trager (30) nicht die ohne Falten unter Abschnitte der kimmenarti-
Verbindung zwischen den Dosen (12) und dem gen Rander (20) von zwei
angrenzenden Do-          Blatt (40) stort. sen (12) in derselben Spalte
passen.       40 10. Verfahren gemaBI Anspruch 8 oder 9, wobei 7. Packung
gemdB Anspruch 6 mit einem Tr~ger           Seitenr~nder (54) jedes
Streifens (50) direkt (30), der Mittel (32) zum Halten der rechtecki-
unterhalb ihrer kimmenartigen Rander (20) an gen Anordnung von Dosen (12)
enthalt, so daB       den angrenzenden Dosen anliegen, wenn das der Tr~ger
(30) nicht ihre Verbindung mit dern  45  Blatt (40) auf den Dosen (12)
befestigt wird. Blatt (40) st6rt. Revendicatlons 8. Verfahren zum
Zusammensetzen einer wie in Anspruch 6 beanspruchten Packung zum Ver-
1. Feuille sensiblement plane (40) de stabilisation kaufen von im
wesentlichen identischen Dosen   50  d'un groupe rectangulaire de boltes
sensible- (12) eines Typs, der ein zu offnendes Ende         ment
identiques (12), d'un type comprenant (18) mit einem im Querschnitt
kimmenartigen        une extrdmit4 (18) qui peut Stre ouverte et Rand (20)
besitzt, wobei das Verfahren folgen-     comporte un rebord (20), et
destinee & recou- de Schritte enth3lt:                               vrir
des parties importantes de 1'exr6mit6 (18) (a) Bereitstellen der Dosen (12)
in einer  55    des boltes (12) pouvant 8tre ouverte, la feuille
rechteckigen Anordnung mit Langsreihen          (40) ayant plusieurs paires
de fentes sensible- und Querspalten, und in der ihre zu offnen-      ment
paralleles (42, 44), les paires de fentes den Enden (18) in eine gemeinsame
Rich-          etant disposees en files longitudinales et ran- 6    11
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transversales, la feuille (40) 6tant confor-    des parties des rebords
(20) des boltes (12) mee de maniere & pouvoir etre accrochee sur
penetrent dans les fentes des paires respecti- les boltes (12) du groupe
rectangulaire d'une        ves (42, 44) de fagon que chaque bande (50)
fagon telle que des parties des rebords (20)         s'ajuste sans se
replier sous des parties des des boltes respectives (12) penbtrent dans les
5   rebords (20) de deux boltes voisines (12) de la fentes (42, 44) des
paires respectives, caract6-     meme rangee. ris6e on ce que les files et
les rangees sont voisines, et en ce quo la feuille (40) comporte  7. Paquet
selon la revendication 6, comprenant des bandes allongees (50) de
stabilisation des       un support (30) comportant des moyens (32) boites,
qui sont disposees respectivement en-   10   pour enserrer le groupe
rectangulaire de boltes tre les paires de fentes (42, 44) de chaque
(12) de fagon que le support (30) ne fasse pas rangee, les bandes (50)
etant d6limitees par         obstacle a leur liaison a la feuille (40). les
fentes (44) des paires de fentes (42, 44) qui font partie de chaque file
respective et par  8. Procede d'assemblage d'un paquet selon la les fentes
(42) des paires de fentes (42, 44)   is   revendication 6, pour la mise en
vente de qui font partie d'une file voisine, de maniere       boltes
sensiblement identiques (12) d'un type quo chaque bande allongee (50)
s'ajuste sans         ayant une extremit6 (18) qui peut etre ouverte se
replier sous des parties des rebords (20) de      et comporte un rebord
(20), le procede com- deux boltes voisines (1 2) de la m8me rangee.
prenant les 6tapes consistent a: 20        (a) disposer de telles boltes
(12) en un 2. Feuille selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle
groupe rectangulaire comprenant des files les fentes (42, 44) de chaque
paire sont paral-        longitudinales et des rangees transversales Ibles.
et de manibre que leurs extremites (18) pouvant Otre ouvertes solent
tournees dans 3. Feuille selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans   25        un
sons commun ; et laquelle les fentes (42, 44) de chaque paire           (b)
stabiliser les boltes (12) et recouvrir des sont orlent~es dens la
direction de la longueur        parties importantes de leurs extremites
(18) de la feuille (40).                                    pouvant 8tre
ouvertes au moyen d'une feuil- le sensiblement plane (40) comportant des 4.
Feuille selon l'une quelconque des revendica-  so       paires multiples de
fentes sensiblement pa- tions pr6cedentes, dans laquelle chaque bande
rallbles (42, 44), les paires 6tant disposees (50) comporte des bords
lat6raux (54) destines         sensiblement de la m~me maniere quo les 



a 8tre en but~e contre les boltes voisines (12)        boltes (12) sont
disposees, la feuille (40) directement sous leurs rebords (20) lorsque la
comportant des bandes (50) de stabilisation feuille (40) est accroch~e sur
les boltes (12).    35  des boltes dispos6es respectivement entre les
paires de fentes (42, 44) de chacune de 5. Feuille selon l'une quelconque
des revendica-           ces rangees, les bandes (50) etant delimi- tions
precedentes, dans laquelle des fentes            tees par les fentes (44)
des paires (42, 44) J>     supplementaires (60, 70) sont realisees et coo-
qui sont situees dans chaque file respective pbrent avec les fentes
exterieures des paires   40     et par les fentes (42) des paires (42, 44)
qui multiples de fentes parallbles (42, 44) pour           sont situ6es
dans chaque file voisine, la constituer des parties de bord longitudinal
(64,       feuille (40) etant conformde de manibre A 74) repli~es vers le
bas et raidissant la feuille      pouvoir Otre accrochee sur les boltes
(12) sensiblement plane (40).                               du groupe
rectangulaire d'une fagon telle 45         que des parties des rebords (20)
des boltes 6. Paquet pour la mise en vente de boltos sensi-
respectives (12) p6nbtrent dans les fentes blement identiques (12) d'un
type ayant une            (42, 44) des paires respectives et de manie-
extr6mite (18) qui peut etre ouverte et compor-        re que chacune des
bandes allongees (50) te un rebord (20), le paquet comprenant
s'ajuste, sans former de repli dons cette un groupe rectangulaire de telles
boltes   so       bande (50), sous des parties des rebords (12) qui sont
dispos~es en files longitudinales        (20) de deux boltes voisines (12)
de la et rangees transversales de manibre quo leurs          m me rang~e,
extremit~s pouvant 8tre ouvertes (18) soient               l'etape de
stabilisation et de couverture tourn6es dans un sons commun,
comprenant l'accrochage de la feuille (40) caracterise en ce qu'une feuille
sensible-  6s      de ladite manibre sur les boltes group~es ment plane
(40) conforme & Puns quelconque             (12). des revendications
precedentes est accrochdo sur le groupe de boltes (12) de manibre que 7
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revendication 8, suivant le- quel les boltes (12) sont maintenues assem-
blWas dans le groupe rectangulaire par un sup- port (30) avant quo la
feuille (40) soit accro- ch~e sur elles et d'une manibre tolle que le    5
support (30) ne fasse pas obstacle a la liaison entre les boftes (12) et la
feuille (40). 10. Proc~d4 selon la revendication 8 ou 9, suivant lequel les
bords lateraux (54) de chaque bande   io (50) sont en butee contre les
boltes voisines directement au-dessous de leur rebord (20) lorsque la
feuille (40) est accroch~o sur les boftes (12). 75 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55
8    


