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preseprRication T esE [WoteRts| dereribe a key blank that includes a generally elongate
shaft portion defining a key combination surface adapted to have formed thereon key cuts

which define a key combination. The key blank includes a movable pin element retained
within the elongate shaft portion. The movable pin element may be displaced in a single
direction, outwardly from the key combination surface.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention seeks to provide an improved key blank, key and lock, as is
described more in detail hereinbelow.

There is thus provided in a first aspect of the present invention a key blank
comprising a generally elongate shaft portion defining first and second generally flat

oppositely directed side surfaces, joined by edge surfaces, at least one of said
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- Different oppositely~directed key combination elements 26 might have different
configurations. In such a case, depending on the orientation of the key 22, it is possible to
operate two different and mutually exclusive master key systems, each of which is
operated by a different pin element configuration. More than one key combination
element 26 may be provided on key 22.

Reference is additionally made to Fig. 3A. Key combination element 26 may
- include one or more resilient arms 28, for-example, made of spring metal, In the non-
'lirniting illustrated embodiment, key combination element 26 includes a pair of resilient

- arms 28 extending from a common arcuate. base 30, which is pivotally mounted in an
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Reference is- now made to Figs. 4-6, which illustrate a cylinder lock 40,
constructed and operative in- accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.
Cylinder lock 40 may comprise a cylinder lock housing 44 and a plug 46, which is

- arranged for rotation in housing 44 and has a keyway 42.

Cylinder lock 40 may comprise elements common in any conventional cylinder
Jock. Brieﬂy_; as is well known in the art, plug pins 48 (Fig. 4) may be slidingly disposed
-...in plug 46 and arranged to move against.driver pins 50, which are disposed in bores
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