Preparation Q,g. ?,%iaqgf ormates and their use Abstract A process for
preparing aci ormat es which conprises (a) partially hydrol yzi ng net hyl
formates with water; (b) separating off by distillation nethyl formate and
met hanol fromthe reaction m xture obtained in process stage (a), formng
a streamconprising formc acid and water; (c) converting the stream
conprising nethyl formate with or w thout nethanol fromthe process stage
(b) by (i) reaephpativd bfaabidi forerpeuasd hehdirguaepKl err] of the conjugate
acid of the appropriate dissociation state of [err] 3, neasured at 25[err]C
i n agueous s !EL?& in the presence of water, and (ii) renoval of the

nmet hanol by distilTation, into a stream conprising fornmate and water; and
(d) conbi ni5ng the stream conprising formc acid and water from the process
stage (b) an@ PRecesy €ah P6aPRY FIh@GCidr farreatasd wvhihah epodRrd®eshe process
stage (c), formng a mxture conprising the acid formate and water, an
appar at us for atyhegakt pi EBAMFrely 21X t2Rhk1UsErmates with water;

10 (b) separating off by distillation methyl formate and methanol
from the reaction mixture obtained in process stage (a),
forming a stream comprising formic acid and water;

(c) converting the stream comprising methyl formate with or
15 without methanol from the process stage (b) by

(1) reaction with a basic compound having a pKy of the
conjugate acid of the appropriate dissociation state of
=3, measured at 25°C in aqueous solution, in the

20 presence of water, and

(ii) removal of the methanol by distillation,

into a stream comprising formate and water; and

25
(d) combining the stream comprising formic acid and water from
the process stage (b) and the stream comprising formate and
water from the process stage (c¢), forming a mixture
comprising the acid formate and water,
30

an apparatus for their preparation and their use.
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