
1 241 296 as in Example 6, except that the bath con-    1. A method of
producing an inorgani- tained tellurium and had the following com-  cally
coloured anodic oxide coating on an position:
aluminium surface wherein said surface has been anodised to produce an
anodic oxide 50 5      Na[er]TeO[err]            1.0 g.p.l.       coating
in a first stage and wherein in a Al[err](SO[err])[err].18H[err]O     20
g.p.l       second stage alternating current is passed H[err]SO[err]
To provide pH 1.0   between said anodised surface and a counter- electrode
in an aqueous acidic bath con- Passage of alternating current for 10 min-
taining a nickel, cobalt, copper, silver or 55 10  utes at 15 volts
produced a coating of uni-  lead salt or an oxide of selenium, tellurium
form green gold colour, free of defects.  or manganese or salt of such
oxide char- acterised in that the acidic bath includes a EXAMPLE 10
magnesium salt or (except where the bath Aluminium sheets were first
anodised by  includes a nickel or cobalt salt) an alu- 60 15 conventional
treatment as indicated in other  minium salt in an amount sufficient to
pro- examples, and then subjected to the alter-  vide at least 100 parts
per million by nating current treatment under the same  weight of magnesium
or aluminium ions in conditions as in Example 5 except that the  the bath. 



magnesium acetate content of the bath was    2. A method according to Claim
1, in 65 20 replaced by (Al[C[err]H[err]O[err]][err]). A uniform black
which a magnesium or aluminium salt is coating was produced, free from
spalling  included in the bath in an amount of at defects.
least 2 grams per litre. The addition of magnesium salt, usually    3. A
method according to Claim 1 or 2, 2 to 30 grams per litre magnesium
sulphate,  in which said bath contains nickel sulphate, 70 25 have been
found beneficial in the case where  boric acid and magnesium sulphate. the
treatment baths contained respectively    4. A method according to Claim 3
in 2.5'grams per litre selenium oxide (SeO[err]) in  which the bath further
includes ammonium aqueous sulphuric acid at pH 0.8, one gram  sulphate. per
litre sodium tellurite (Na[err]TeO[err]) in aque-    5. A method according
to Claim 3 or 4, 75 30 ous sulphuric acid at pH 0.6 and one gram  in which
MgSO[err].7H[err]O is added to the bath per litre silver nitrate
(AgNO[err]) in aqueous  in an amount of at least 10 grams per litre.
sulphuric acid at pH 1.2. Treatment in these    6. A method according to
Claim 1 or 2, baths respectively resulted in a reddish gold,  in which said
bath contains copper sulphate, dark gold and yellow-green colour in the
sulphuric acid and magnesium sulphate or 80 35 anodic oxide coating.
aluminium sulphate. Useful results were also obtained when    7. A  method
according to Claim  6, 20 grams per litre of cobalt sulphate was  which
comprises adding MgSO[err].7H[err]O or 



used to replace nickel sulphate in the treat-
Al[err](SO[err])[err].18H[err]O to the bath in an amount ment bath of
Example 1.                 of at least 10 grams per litre.         85 40
The addition of aluminium salt or mag-    8. A method of producing on an
alu- nesium salt, e.g. sulphate in the amount of  minium  surface a
coloured anodic oxide 2-30 grams per litre to a treatment bath
substantially free from spalling substantially containing potassium
permanganate, acidi-  as herein described. fied to about pH 1.2 is also
beneficial. Treat- 45 ment is carried out at about 13 volts for a
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