ABSTRACT LUBRI CATI NG BASE O L PREPARATI ON PROCESS A process for
t he preparatiﬂMWW"MMﬂmmMm ting base oils conprising subjecting a waxy
raffinate to reduci ng treatnment, and recovering |ubricating
base oi|l therefromeuwhi ch waxy raffinate has bgghstiiteshest- 22 Juned@Bact i ng
a hydrocar bon | hydrogen in the presence of a hydroconversion
cat al yst conpr @mm@ ﬁwBQMytically active netal having

hydr ogenat i on/ on activity supported on a refrast8oy¢0o3ilfe
carrier, under confi®®P¥ns such that hydrocracki ng and hydroi soneri sation of

t he hydrocarbon product occur to_yield QF mqu raf fi nate, wherein the
hydr ocar bon product has been preﬁaﬁbﬂiﬂi——ﬁh}—éBntact|ng a mxture of
carbon nonoxi de and hydrogen with a hydrocarbon synthesis catal yst at

el evat ed t enperat ur r p paraffinic
hydr ocar bon wax; 3‘%@%@% &h%ft %E %%35353??&33?0??5% ained with
hydrogen in the presence of a hydrogenation catal yst under conditions such
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occurs to yiel rocarbon
oils comprising subjectlng a waxy raffinate to a pour

point reducing treatment, and recovering lubricating base
oil therefrom, which waxy raffinate has been prepared by
contacting a hydrocarbon product with hydrogen in the
presence of a hydroconversion catalyst, comprising a
catalytically active metal having
hydrogenation/dehydrogenation activity supported on a
refractory oxide carrier, under conditions such that
hydrocracking and hydroisomerisation of the hydrocarbon
product occur to yield the waxy raffinate, wherein the
hydrocarbon product has been prepared by:

(a) contacting a mixture of carbon monoxide and hydrogen
with a hydrocarbon synthesis catalyst at elevated
temperature and pressure to prepare a substantially
paraffinic hydrocarbon wax; and

(b) contacting the hydrocarbon wax so-obtained with
hydrogen in the presence of a hydrogenation catalyst
under conditions such that substantially no isomerisation
or hydrocracking.of the hydrocarbon wax occurs to vield
the hydrocarbon product.
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