| mpl ant abl e therapy systens are disclosed for the |ocal and controlled
delivery of a biologically active factor to the brain, spinal cord and
ot her target regions of a subject suffering froma dibilatating condition.
The nethod of the invention involves surgically exposing an insertion site,
general ly | ocated above a predeterm ned4treatnent site (12), in a patient.
A cannula (20), having an obturator (30) positioned therein, is inserted at
the insertiopishbe, TdefARTAGLE THEHN®Y SvSTHYE treatment site. The cannul a
(20) is preferapty atowiriction polynmeric material such as
pol yt et r af | uoresithhaslcene. The cannul a (20) generally has an open proxi nal
end for receiving the obturator (30), and an open distal end, preferably a
tapered end, for delivery of neurologically active factors to the treatnent
site (12). The obtur at dAPEanyable thafapgnbyetets Ane 8 sCdR§6Fa (20), and a
bi oconpati bl e icat keveedovahi she ¢k)roaqrBagsl Dgedy iHlogi cally active
material is dnsert i . al.gn S . uide wire
(32) can be :J? nsleor]toggcv?/iq:lﬁi %QE 'ﬁ‘ggg%hgn%ra,tgbgﬁlé %:f‘?&g \?%ﬁ?%l)ie c?ﬁg) , to
position the pmwkiakdierefdrertt ARIVAE @fe2afubhechroiiiling $L6M t he cannul a
(20b). Once the astiicle tG4Q) cbfdPosdid. omad nedhod het pnaxi mal end of the
cannula (20), & hve ctanr}}uli%vi ﬁvgerrgvedi f rgm Ege gagsa%(lawar}/ rftcilolnowed by the
guide wire (32’)’3 Feavi ng the VenT e c(aéil f pog? R "SSP eat nent site
(12). site, generally located above a predetermined

10 treatment site (12), in a patient. A cannula (20),

having an obturator {(30) positioned therein, 1is
inserted at the insertion site, defining a pathway to
the treatment site. The cannula (20) is preferably a
low friction polymeric material such as

15 polytetrafluorocethylene. The cannula (20) generally
has an open proximal end for receiving the obturator
(30), and an open distal end, preferably a tapered
end, for delivery of neurologically active factors to
the treatment site (12). The obturator (30) is then

20 removed from the cannula (20), and a biocompatible
tethered vehicle (40) containing a biologically
active material is inserted into the cannula along
the passageway. A guide wire (32) can be inserted
within the cannula, behind the vehicle (40), to

25 position the proximal end of the vehicle at the
proximal tip of the cannula (20b). Once the vehicle
(40) is positioned near the proximal end of the
cannula (20), the cannula is removed from the
passageway, followed by the guide wire {(32), leaving

30 the vehicle (40) positioned at the treatment site
(12).
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