Abstract A connecting device for a push-barge systemin which an engi ne
driven pusher vessel is connected to a pushed barge vessel, the connecting
device including a cylinder'in conmbination with a piston, the cylinder

being fastened to a side of the pusher vessel and oper ssure
medi um and a counterpart connected to the barge vessem']mmﬁmm.mmgh a
connecting member is connected due to the effect of the noyement of the
pi ston of tKPskdet nder, where the connecting device includes a pressure
restricting valve through which the pressure medi umcan be di scharged from

the cylinder when, due to the effect of nutual approachi ng novenent

between the barge vessel and the pusher vessel, the counterpart transmts
to the pi sfospnnestingsleyiientar 2 pyshdargs systern inowaich amieBINe so high t hat

the pressur g eaustthd vile: Bl WiRedted 1o fuSASI viRRE BWGY, e the pressure
connecting device including a cylinder in combination with a
piston, the cylinder being fastened to a side of the pusher vessel and
operated by a pressure medium, and a counterpart connected to the
barge vessel and to which a connecting member is connected due to
the effect of the movement of the piston of the cylinder, where the
connecting device includes a pressure restricting valve through
which the pressure medium can be discharged from the cylinder
when, due to the effect of mutual approaching movement between
the barge vessel and the pusher vessel, the counterpart transmits to
the piston via the connecting member of a force, which is so high
that the pressure caused by the piston will at least partially open the

pressure restricting valve.
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