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UNI VERSAL REDEMPTI ON VEHI CLE CROSS REFERENCE TO

RELATED PATENT APPLI CATI ON This application clains
wonrimritgst o U. S. Provisional Application No. PCT/US2006/015334

60/ 674,149 fil ed ril 22, 2005, and U S. Uility

Appl i cation NoU R@@EMPTE@NB%EMLE 20, 2006,

herein incorporated by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON The | oyalty industry

provi G&)SS;M}FMGE’E()MLAWH) PATEND gPA L IGATDEON

iL,.thin certain.paraneters change, f.or ogr
tinePeiEpRi dPR a5 Uk CESUEREL APpUBBTRS. 601674149 filed

April 221 0008 t25d00. SS @ttt @pplichtibnt NS, @ﬁﬁdsklgﬁécﬁchle@ﬁﬁl RBHPQ@YZO% herein
I'n sone instances rewards and redenpti ons can

incorpqspigdibal aeferange putheingstitstyon a co- br anded credit card or
usage of a contracted partner conpany product or

service. In th @QP %gf@ﬁ‘ e pl ace
within a stand f&l%gg(éﬁg# |af ran gﬁ ]f-lt(?lﬁe host
chepayattyfindustiyakovidausivads uad fddeﬁlbtlons fiole pfbgaam members within

contracted partner conpany that may not be in
certain PREAMEHETs {5 propangeipy Brggranpmem@ﬁrérﬁanéng k@ﬁlﬁy gredis yia the usage of

producfs‘%g%gﬂ%deg Qﬁ?ho £ 8 aﬁﬁla%%ébtd&%p%g %%Uﬁl% %@e{ncg% felﬁpatr@ and redemptions

nmpany A use at cases
can be ptm@dwsa purdhases on p eb-htindnd hlreght koeltd\melsagemf ahmmtracted partner

, the.loyalt ogr a ndac tr cted artner
compaE BN oF 57 e e SRR PO TARRKCRoop i o stand
alone aFfNVAETh MY BY &6 hesQBripan P foraMa iRy %rt@{lséreﬁi‘th a contracted partner

conprising an industry vertical reception unit for
compapyethet mayigr may gt besiol thajtiadiisiry vettigaly Rpale&anpln EV@eiS@mﬂecﬂemptlons

an e pRSRY SR DML SELACRAIN Gl ey o o

there 1sr&3diﬁdcﬁfdatib&bhi betvdeh ﬁleslﬁisﬁé‘drﬁlﬁbnblnﬂl@%fayty\fﬁé grhl@ladnd a%ontracted
redenption vehicle profile creafion unif

partner gepweRY faygnembsr s¢denytioand a redenpti on veh| cI e
generation unit for Ioad| ng t he proflle onto a

redenpti on vehi t’lSl?E Ngfﬁ Nt he
redenpti on vehi ﬁ e can e redeened at any mer chant in
Dhscleset ect exvardgoiat systenecdrmdding ﬁhmdumi.um‘myal vegeptiemlinit for
. .reception un|t canf rther oln bal anc ? , )
recelvingng B$ ﬁlreﬁts onet a¥yoya sf#eﬁ{'eﬁdni ggaa é pﬁg}t ﬁ:pl ection unit for
receivilpgaé t i tjﬁgﬁ%oﬁn@ a@o@ia@d@ﬂﬁﬁh@%efﬁﬂ %1'[1@ ¢h 8% elteEt]%d 1ndl%1stry vertical,

ue in the selected iIndustry vertic
a redemm@uytehgwlampﬁlmwmacuaptfomgenmtmg e anofdb.smdfaretd¢reption vehicle
e addition u

seneraiify RuLBF g RRE: rRBERS o Bifomnien Shelesuftied heRtips on the

redemp@ibh MR dah BT QREMBE hCATherciHd® iIPPeRERcEA S P RERcAE The
froma plurality of nmerchants. The profile can

1ndustry§ zgjmblpalggcepngn upit gapfusthencamtsengeint balage¢ defemuining unit for

determ1n1 U’? rvsgqgcélét[ @c%ﬁ%g@@&hjﬁgrb?%ﬁ)gfam#ﬁa‘ ﬂtra%ﬁygt%ﬁ?moneecary value in

the sele‘é&ﬂtlh(ﬁ&try@%ﬂldaﬂ The delustrPverti¥@TBdeptioh aaid citPalsé Blredel comprise a
purchases, airlines, car rentals, entertainnent

point bglamegtadditigmpunit fos @ghn&m:gmﬁ ithg uwesmognt balance. The points can be obtained
from one merchant. The points can be obtained from a plurality of merchants. The profile can

comprise, for example, a user name, a selected industry vertical, and a quantity of points
associated with the selected industry vertical. The industry vertical can include, for example,
lodging, retail purchases, airlines, car rentals, entertainment related activities, sporting events,
sporting activities, cruises, and travel packages. The redemption vehicle can be, for example, a

magnetic stripe card, a smart card, or a code.
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sporting activities, cruises, and travel packages. The
redenption vehicle can be, for exanple, a magnetic
wenispasard, a smart card, or a code. Al so di seCo882006815334
a nmethod for providing a redenption vehicle conprising
recei,vin rede Lon reguest enerating a .. .
AREstiogsd o ermehbet iF Braviding 1odsHpbRnd ehigR qomprising receiving a
redemtRASBRIs0 Befi@AURSS red AP GLABIAS pREIAin 1BYRINBE {0Me redemption
vehicle in response to the profile wherein the
request; alfbagtcraimg\eahdahptiansvehistiadgespionse jodhapwiidmaheren the redemption
. hnt.s.on.the red tion vehicle can be redeened at
veniot§10HEa etndfh B6E IR po P VR FernliPy VS R aE Fe refmed at any
merchaiiein e selasted iHdubiey veaod)r Tisembtiholl tamn frthBecdBpiideathising the
accepting points within the selected industry

merchapisyaceenfing ppis st e solecied pdugraverberdnbid ep ofugeriving a

. ri . 1: i . i i bal e. .

reden LS, SRR AESAERRI By oA 808 S e

to fulfill eopredempiich roesse ahd p@sating ph option © @dgopas B S 9Anés the minimum
meet the m gi mum bal ance. The points can be

t
balancg, b5 PRELS fandih vansreirem aRe Mereant dig Peluisernde ohiagthiem a
pluralit&rro?mefi‘cl%fér @He?)foﬁ’lfe cHet MeSfor LegmpreCd h%eg cr:l%ﬁgg, a selected industry

~ conprise, for anpl e, a usef nane,” a’se
vertical, audig yngntite of paiats, assuctitel witlatiteiselecietl iphistry yeaesb Thaieiistry

. Wth th el ecte ndustry .vertical..The industry .
vertcalfpingiife, 3ot e o el BHER e sl i TP puterainment
related RBGNES 8Sortifl BVl SporfiAs adtBMi! 8mises el talPRaBkages. The redemption

_ related activities, sporting events, sporting
vehiclegan bgj for exsample.d wegnetia sdipercande b spadkare st a Tode.

;Ft%gcﬁ%};&ils:cg& \cli?sgé ﬁ}l,?ﬁ}o?i%graﬁgﬁdﬁ)gr aareegglgg‘%igr}:&eﬁliﬂggonnel{)ﬁsﬁng receiving a
redempiiof #eBigRGrbSleandBehestids0f redbaptich Réhicle ERSHRIsE @the profile wherein
vehi cl e conprising recelving a redenption vehicle

the redgyppfiqn vehiglelisdesded avitlnppiats ead Ereproinsn o div reflemptipn vehicle can be
] rofile.: in.the ti vehicle .
edeonEESPANSRH ot O S S R E B SR 90 gl B
transmivtedy the eedeatptior vekidkaordisat ThewoinBroahdsbbiathedfom one merchant. The
sel ect ed industr¥ vertical. The nmethod can further

points q@g5/qb&und e minliaRly afmeerehsaismptiedmo e cre pemprises for example, a
e 0 . o

o a4 e PRUTH A0 SRS B DU 83081 e et

industryreenticalnke inflogrprvaficd] eac arluonfor esenplédodgingptadl, puachases,

... user me, a selected industry vertical, and .a . )
alrllnesg‘ﬁ%ﬁ?rfq% SRR related &F%YIEE‘X SPYHng FYenLs FRRIFRG activities, cruises,
and tra¥el BESdabYs. T8E kédeRlptiod RENILRAS bE Yiol 8nif1&la A ekiB S @ard, a smart

for exanple, |odging, retail purchases, airfines, car
card, onaeendgl s, entertainment related activities, sporting

vents.. sportin tivities,..Grui s, .and .trave .. )
A Da SRS R AR o e e HimaR P Belengsingion whieh
followseor MRS leSn8d bY PRactied 6k theiri8Bidn. CPHeChdvtitagesC¥di€: invention will be
Addi ti onal advantages of the invention wilTl be set

realizedt a5idtattained parmeans of the clpsaanits idi combiwitions paticeiady ppintrghyout in the
sopendBEh AL TR e REABREIR] 1 5d PYGRN:EBe T sgrgion nd e
following Hethideikdsyriptianse ofenifleryene BRplsataryhrtP ik A8 tbPRStrictive of the
. .particularly pointed out in the appended clainms. It is
inventiqy ahglaiipfer st ood t hat both the foregoi ng gener al

description and the follow ng detail ed description are

exenpl ary and explanatory only and are not restrictive

of the
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i nvention, as clained. BRIEF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE

DRAW NGS The acconpanyi ng drawi ngs, which are
wonoewripenat ed in and constitute a part of thi SPCT/US2006/015334

specification, illustrate enbodi nents of the invention

and together_wi th. t Lot v xplain
the principl %ﬁ“e? Qﬁcﬁﬁ&mlﬁﬁ%ﬁéﬁhf‘f&ﬁg n
ENRIRESMYarBRE @lalvitds SRMIch %f@?ﬁéﬁrpoﬁtéﬂl‘iﬁ @nd chiistifute a part of this
_flowchart representing an exenplary nethod. Fi gurg 3
specifiraion, fllugiteth smbodimpmésefithé inyertionegudipgesiher witht thodescription, serve to
FlhLgure 4.1s flowchart representing an exenpl ary
eXplalr%r{eht%I?gg‘?lpll-sls 5?%6 ‘%&g@ﬁa’ 5b are flowcharts representing
eX gl 14k yin BRéBeIdS; ot @tmp@n@irdsnedd. exenpl ary operating
envi ronnment . DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON OF THE | NVENTI ON
BEgwee 18 Rdlopichat rpreRshifeRian eneaPiyE athodar e di scl osed
A0 ARE G R hatk torlich Pty HAABIAL GRGdLAL Lhi s
i Irmted to speci

nvention 1's not i'C synthetic

miiginedss asoeehiit copeesepimeat sxemplary metiayd, | cul ar
ositions, as such may, of course, vary. It is also

tcﬁgg%s aﬁagégﬁffoﬁowﬂ@fwf%ess@fﬂ% FEPBERTY dserein is

f [T ticul ar enbodi nents

OIE%&E%Q#E noé al?fnotpgﬁ%@ge?% Ee EF'mti ng. As used in

the specification and the appended cl ains, the

singul ar f Ty 1yl A\ g gbﬁgﬁ I

referents ﬁ%@%ﬁ&gE@(@)}n e;!? 0(1:\1t Qgrr]fﬂ;ﬁ i ct a]%@gaﬁa

A dfercvhs presdra ngdisodsayd bystaxydre dbelbsébigi desadbdd; 13 to be understood
one ﬁar,ti cul ar, val ue, _and/or  to "about"

about." .
that thig inyepien f5410f Peviied fo speeifie. sypihetic Bigtheds spegifie cpigponents, or to
particufaf E5ﬁ§§§gons? ROLREMATBAA RN ary NS WARS 16 O Hﬁ({lé??(o&f‘ ﬁﬁate the

particul ar value and/or to the’ofher particular valu

terminSogy hsed|hereimireior thelpugsosapédesknbiag pedicakr embodiments only and is not

. oxi mations, by use of the antecedent "about," it
mtend%ﬁs:be@lgﬁﬁ%erst ood that the particular value forns

A0isBein ﬁ@@?@diﬁ@dﬁbm ahd thM dtpherﬂﬁdfclﬂiﬁ@,eche RGeS TRRd "5 N afn" and

_the endpoints of each of e ranges are significant
"the" ingdude rilwrat weferents nnless thh cowetietcadydiesatas otharvdse.

[ endent Ly of e oth epdpoj,nt . "Optional " or " "
THERIRATPY Yot P Fioa® CORCL Ginsme Ty A dae B o o "about

anotheﬂze&ﬂéulﬁf valid, CWHES ARG rifge 19 ExprBsedUnofHef bnbodififént @fudes from the
the description includes instances where said event or

one paticplen i pe Ardoiedhe etharrariisiarainkies Sigépdy.iwheaowdues re expressed as
approxﬁf?a[tio%%‘, s€of Ttﬂ%%n?&%ﬁm? ot ﬁ%'ﬂlﬁé lRlﬁ&%E)%?%ﬁat tEl?lc;taéa{rticular value
tra a ot el of

nsacti ons” neans t the transaction
forms amathen embbdinent cle sk de Anthet tiaderstbed thesibeicpdpaintsiofi eddhdFshe ranges

ae sigp} g BOTiG FRABOINSNIBY OMPEFISBEPoGH HEPERIEHLY @1 fa other endpoint

PR O RSP EORL R HELGRE  or ramcn
may or may not occur, and that the description includes instances where said event or
circumstance occurs and instances where it does not. For example, the phrase “optionally
processes hotel transactions” means that the hotel transaction may or may not be processed and
that the description includes both processing the hotel transaction and not processing the hotel
transaction where there is substitution.

As used herein, redemption vehicle refers to a vehicle that can either have a non

monetized value or a monetized value
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noneti zed val ue or a nonetized val ueThe present
i nvention may be understood nore readily by reference
woaodshieeR28l | owi ng detai |l ed description of prefecrad2006/015334

enbodi nents of the invention and the Exanples i ncl uded

therein and to the Figure nd thei ous and

IS PR G YR OR A sithderstogdheradeadity Bieamcy tnghe following
detailedl ld!eééﬁbﬁ@ﬁ Sfflpﬂefén%li g&nb%@nnéi’lhss&f' the ﬁ@eh@orﬁaﬂa‘%g Egalﬁgfég ifcRlded therein

providing a redenption vehicle conprising receiving a
and to th@d“eglpm anl theig pewiovatand fdbwis®descgptier.at | ng a

33 lbon vehicle profile in response to the
R‘E‘P dn request at bl ock 502, and generating a

redenpglg@nagh&cle in response to the profile wherein

the redenption vehicle is | oaded with points and the

pﬁm' itiustraned A Q. Sdedipdlosed iy & hietlod 308a f&%rbﬁdﬁ%"@ﬁéd&hpuon vehicle

merchant jn the selected industry verti

Compﬂslrﬂs EReeBns 2 1lsmpHen sryues at bloek AR &%‘?Fﬁ?llil%%quempiﬂpﬁ gehicle profile
in resp&ﬁ% tOBIGRARM 10%%9&%%&%1&@ S'thSaﬁ’& ééﬁ%ﬁtﬂq 9 récﬁpgﬁfoﬁqrehmle in

I ndustry ver I cal I's can restrict a only
responsedd elmnvmﬁlepmhenem thg redbmptiexeehidle is laadgdexith peintsaindlthe points on the

ecific airlipe, and the like The step of,

redempiga PioFEPeh e SeHSRIER Ohse g S frersglepd m sty euisal at block
503. Tl@%h@t'hﬂ?i B Sirthbr ébn’iﬂr[b'e 'Tﬁiﬁ‘c&@ﬂﬁriﬁ@rcﬁnt@&'cgﬁtﬁlg p°-01nts within the selected

available to fulfill the redenption reque
1ndustry) vedisal Th@ cam respridt @mS@rdo adly nedeemisg pointssat for mnpleraespemﬁc hotel

t t1tl {
chain, GBS RE AR, ThE 6P o FE e T IaRR Rabre evcdeter
compriSd @Rermih@g P04 Mlifinfedbd)ence R ?bﬁi%qs fa{'lﬁfﬁb% fAENICRa Rdemption request
The points can be obtained froma plurality of

and pregeitisigatoptiorn feadsk pefints 6o axie mestbhe @éllmﬂmbaéamnﬂDéfer@t entities can
practlcéjgaecﬁl s%nﬁlt*ﬂ%aﬁ‘%lf ¢l s%q % (lg:lqtgt?tcrax Rnyat%{](g | & ZL Sste eg]i;e %omts can be obtained
from ond“tdemhar)t Viey pais@lcan Eé‘l ebtaimdd $ilofya YRElitE 8f meAhahtdC TUElBrofile can

for exanple, lodging, retajl purchases, airlines, car
Comprigce IXEMDlen §F§ré’|aﬁ1|‘?e%1§el‘?cé¢dalﬂéﬁﬁtlafc‘fql’%aﬂs| apd a %@W O goints

e

assoma%ﬁ?ﬁ%%@g%@l%ﬂ%& E}gg n%ltvlé/ﬂg%élvz e ét@ﬁéer%@an g?ﬁ {n%lﬁ%e fol'r example
lodglngarermgpmt:hasesstamhpes carrdntah, m‘(mtatmmamtdelamﬂ aatmndg spc’ihﬁg events,

tion.vehi an be a _card_ that ca
sportinisi BARF HUISEIERY HEES ERAEES GRS TR e S etor chample,

magnet[ces%ﬁl}% carfidl Sh PESRE ARLBAL TR re tfotﬁev Hc@canmea card that can be

red enptlon vehi cl € can be person |ze I n vari ous
“swipedy Swapes] inflodesgreasing throwghe magrstic stripeeeddegi REDnzased detectlon and

e e R SRR Bl 5ot hPLSETSh St s

name / E@CeHRIs Dhe I\éﬁ&*n?ﬁ&l GéHic1O Qaﬂ@&@ usér infAfhafbel tHe 6808 %b tised for check |

points into another user's account. As illustrated in
in/user Fie@ﬁ%londf kectederaptionsvehigle canke BRI o food apd oadegpsigpants into

enpt i vehi cl e conprising receiving a redenption
anmhmﬂﬁ%' ‘§°%$of||e at bl ock 504 and generatlng a

AL Y50 Sy PSS SO R AL AL on v

compnspmng TECSiVoTg etﬂ&éempﬂlntanyﬂ}mcdmpmﬁﬂn ailbéoakeﬁommdr@dﬁahﬁgia addemption

merchant in.th cted indust
vehicle in yesponse to the profile w erem ‘ﬁle re c?emptpon ve 1}816 1s loaded with points and the

points on the redemption vehicle can be redeemed at any merchant in the selected industry
vertical at block 505. The method can further comprise transmitting the redemption vehicle to a
user. Different entities can practice each step. Alternatively, a single entity can practice each step.

The points can be obtained from one merchant. The points can be obtained from a plurality of

4
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vertical at block 505. The nmethod can further conprise
transmtting the redenption vehicle to a user.
wOoizbdeamnens entities can practice each step. PCT/US2006/015334
Alternatively, a single entity can practice each step
The Jpoints, can be obtained fromone nerchant.. The .
merchabf O 1o SO aRe & R GRPLE PG AP S SR bty vertcal, and a
quantity g pBin®d dskecifad wi AR defetedl iBAusBFARPARI. TheYS®Istr)IRRicaPean include,
sel ected industry vertical, and a quantity of points
for exagpde dpdaing rolpil puicheses idises a1 Tediaks: pytenfainmientelateriastivities,
] r rti . .1.0C, or.exanpl e odgi ng,, .
sportins 94, ol e iftied el ttt el Pl RR PG et P Bl e cam e,
for exangll@taqtagretic viripe €srd, $poart cad, eveddds, Thpdempton vehicle can be a card
activities, crujises, and travel packages. The
that can Beief¥EiPFSn SYaPRdineueePasng Hapugheamperstic stripggauter.RFID based
detectiG, ah@ $heL Rk ' iz8Ein
5 AR R e i B N Tl LS LR, o
examplencithugleser pamsi/ gt hdmesuFhe sedemgtion vehislechp storeamdeinformation that

couto G SEE Pt Selioneand, Yhe LLke) The, BOSBLIOn, o o

redepo§¥AORIsSntd dnBtiRr HEPL B&WRt./ 9i ft names. The redenption
vehicle can store user information that could be used

fakitkdieakhdbdabLS 8] ugoieBddiftiof @id reBempiidh vaE@aIhé &r may or may not
vehicl e can be used to | oad and redeposit points i ntyo
be requatied i aptivaiethe sedgaption vehirls eithest ament-Hee URBoveflingdeall center)
i i i cl ) )
Y —
the useetdrhe@ntdey a @all oehtr and réddemofor plelitterigined addenpeivh @alued. VEhe call

process, The redenptiqon vehjcle is then activated for .
center ¢anAIMAIZS Hhe transaciionmang ihaBsrat tersdrraption Ieguest toy the yphicle issuer

process‘rﬁg%ééﬁér, Fhe %*icfeec'aﬁ %eg@%%r{i(ﬁggg Thd ﬁflﬁﬂ&g@fﬁﬂéﬁ ned

enpti1 on val ues. center can orize the

th 28R SABbHENA ML 4 AIBSENIF k&S cAEBEARIW QN0 8EHRRAtetaAd tQRem points.
vehi cl e i ssuer processing center. The vehicle can then

Furthengworprvoighis st awebet, mior¢ subsels logn baestablisheda foreaxpoplayelite, or preferred,

set. of users can be allawed to .accumul ate
ortag el SRR e A3 AR B HRE o TR ca o alow
redempiioh et suEgRh8eCRA ob Catesdrabl hishddntsf Thie ¥ aabBshed rklh®onship between
or preferred, or targeted users. Wthin these smaller

the poinfs g ralempsion sugensycaw be akiered fonaccpmadatestiisn eapeeiersed, or other

enption at an expanded |ist or category of
tmgmb%éé@ﬁgﬁggi The pre-established relationship between

0 §n BRbHYiSn AR DréEHEIREI AR S BEL @éﬂ&%gﬁg a o sl fod gﬁl‘ﬂe to users

accomopdate elite, or preferred, er targete

that chqusp to stey efntheir propartics mbing itiveretiomptief eshide forgragment s can
be engaged to offer superior value to users that
choose to stay at their properties using the

r edemi. i Bxemplhiry Implearenptjorsnt . B. Exenpl ary
| mpl enent ations Described herein are exenplary
Deneritiedhigrein aysl expmplaay fupatiomsd implementationsofche tisthods of the

inventiciéIF \gfgp‘-lt {Zﬁ.ﬂg tﬂglgft%q%ﬁ%@f iillﬂa;%tgeltt{%\{g\g arﬁgagéqrglgr% 6@&'&'&%&{1‘{@% .{h%gopgpation of the
redempti6fl @ BitIeRBAVAIY TI0g s RCVE) & Akd Prd®8Lddsbipticks or HIBEKs in the

process descriptions or blocks in the flowharts can
flowchasts i denaderstpod s rapprseriin mad e sesreants, petjinma 0§ code, or hardware

compm&?ﬁst, WA rﬁgy QA% oRE oAb Eutable instructions for implementing specific

logical functions or blocks in the process. Alternative implementations are included within the

scope of the invention in which functions may be executed out of order from that shown or
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conmponents, which may include one or nore executable
instructions for inplenenting specific |ogical

woumptiiems or bl ocks in the process. Alternati PeT/US2006/015334
i npl enentations are included within the scope of the

dlscus%:av SNt o0 Iugﬁmqmi]&&&ﬁgﬁel ﬁg o1 1t g&grg? glleﬁ%ld?ﬁg or? the functionality
mvolvécy s &ﬁﬂse @ deYst CRNGHMb &I Yehbn My 'sﬁllé&&‘rﬁﬂn%%rto rder,
dépendi ng on the functionality involved, as can be

UR @esckt208(la fadetnpaise rdqaas osnoh by redkinbtietlrdgiedt 163 @dek FIGN 1) is
bl ock 205, a redenption request, such as redenption
receivgde (fihegedepaptiongaquest may by receive@ ¥ia; Arsgvorkh ielanbigaenst isgine other
suitablf @&Hﬁﬁlhhcgﬁé{n RRaf e edve/ing r&ieﬁig)ftﬂéﬁ'i‘ uegt‘%}_}f B ﬁgtg‘%rk c’a{networked
me other sultable comuni catl 0 rec
user méhwansedethetredemptioquegtesmisimgahe ditevnrci for&xampwo rAﬂm‘naiﬁzer, a user

nsnmt-the redenption request using
muay Eip s OO Qs ) e AP AL JeTgeoniz e 6 il cgmiss Tn
respondd) e c%ﬁ%@ﬁttef RibrdsBRHBwL, nla ? eRte? WRE R8N tRGRT fégﬁ?(%t usm% a terminal (not
répresentative for a calf center. T e5ponae
shown)ernneetedtoethe mensempaMmg/@vmmM O ptedr1G. HQ The esdetription request may
hown) connected_to

includegglgqlﬂﬁf# ﬁ%ﬂ'ﬁ %%Zsl afgcgz?%tg(ige\xf_af CC_ft)}lnt %gell as o%her information

mwhagﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂ&ﬁﬁ;bﬁ&%@ﬁ&qﬁﬁyomﬁC|Ude information identifying
the user's associated reward account, as well as other

iRddemptitn opticiseiie presenddiein basbitrd9s Th@iedraéérﬁ%liliﬁn iﬁitiﬁms may include
.. R t t t 210
soSie o0, ooL o o5 presentad bl ock 20T e

Iy I
o AT B AR B8 L A O
redemBOnd&@ly Bviaaad B)mspbcstwebn dr %&ﬁd}@ﬁptmﬂvx@ltldm)cmrﬁesusﬁﬁm granting
corre nd to jon levels and, 3 . )
special SRR HESRT0 GFS Wiid BT T O S BRE: BaAdsEmyioagpfigns o grant
reward AC8dtnt BbrS RRRIcRe, BF hédrRECHathe fYSElep tc@rtﬁn%?irvﬁé‘ge@ such as an
status. For exanple, the redenptlon optlons r ant
expandeé lalr of categonef m@elnasltsxwvhetre die ungyersal rfpﬂeefpeuon eydhlcbtlaampted In an
ile exp

atermal R r PR s St ontiant SEASHE YR R R Sasonship

betweeh EterRiat DpoiMBhInE k&lchiptiof CERERSY. FoP c@ingib tf@w&%dlﬂ@ may be needed
enbodi ment, the redenpti on options can al so be usedin

for elite; ax profeprechasqrs| Zhe whaiionghip betwsen therewawleaints pod fegedamption
currencﬁfelg ggggh}p&[] lncc?’gt{lf\%ﬁ% FefF Rhe OB k%Sg A fF\Ar?allepgle re&emnq%n options can be

erreuc

used inrgedratinigatw Bidrcbeintasds tHaeusre&nafddlemptlﬁﬁ Seldeld sbfiare 140 other beneﬁts
redenption currency is described in detail with

Oramem@%fre%@ntp&ﬂsg 5. Finally, the redenption

R oSS et i B e e « BT S coh 105 (s

FIG. 1PRB6ddi#cd. N (ﬁg@ﬂiﬁeﬁ'vﬁ% fe?é?@ﬂc%QHBﬁJck P95 BIGRRREE reddhption option
| ock 215, a sel ected redenption optlon 't ke sel eg

from the gigenmay bmreopuvmbwamalepm ﬁdt@prlqpr scsmq: ether SJB’dbleA(Bedla Generally,

ed w ef e.to bl oc this. selecte
a rewarfgREdin? ffer Sads A TR b ot ol Shipopati e ¥ thg redemption
optlonstgbs%ﬁfé@ﬁﬁ blRRRWMYS he SdledtQIRIGHPESn SitidnaRhPintRAE e desired
nerally, a reward account user sends t he sel ected

redemptigd &3¥sh itine Wpnsreant.aaporesiy dfones compsatinggnerehant, or some other

ions presented in block 210. The
suudﬂé ggfgﬁ gghptlon option may include the desired

It is determined whether a minimum balance in the user’s reward account is met at
block 220. As described with reference to block 210, the redemption options can include

redemption levels. In block 220, the reward account associated with the user is evaluated to
6
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redenption | evel, type of merchant, an anenity froma
conpeting nerchant, or sone other suitable type of

wonb@rme28on. It is deterrri ned whet her a nmi ni MRAT/US2006/015334
bal ance in the user's reward account is net at bl ock

determi niRor 35 R GGl G0 L8 atremReD PR a0 SPEEd hy the user n
block 2500k heifle niihignui BalafcAS GOLREL, BRERQI BiSEpMitsd) the user
i s eval uated todeterni ne whether the p0|nts in the

da Goaeht225 athe $éWartl Ipemtmeﬂfmhse@’@ aOcFﬁwnOﬁre&Ebl%ﬁIeﬁtédb)If thb ®oints in the
user in blo When the m ni rrumbaf?ancels
rewardagpoun vsc?éqkreé I‘Gthil%a fablranthgmemgripsigrage slsment H@CTP@%%B the points

can ocR tr§plbé'in% Iéi"é‘tor ongt @%%Pfhe%é&ﬁg%tgﬁ&lﬁ%aﬂe regljgfentmg the

poi ts In account in a
difference hdtweangthe styoresitmnmgmluel aadwint red ebmesdgroemit viahig. tHoe epanpitsa stored

. CANh occu aci a store oi_ nt I for the .
point v e DR A0 TP e el S Shepin soerrem S pafts. dhdhie sxample,
the stof%%tﬁéﬁﬁ RakB@r8s @0@% Rp1aBLd Wh 46,080, C{Nﬁlbﬁlsrtﬁsi aﬁf@&ce %meen 85,000
value. For exanple, a stored point val ue may be 85,

and 75880nt s and a user may opt to redeem 75,000 poi nts In

this exanple,_ the stored poi nt val ue of 85,000 is
rée prdsEptonPTafila i coented infhiledk 239. (T redommiioameefils dachedes data used in

spemfﬁx?%@lggﬁ%‘gyp%ﬁ)ﬁggﬁrﬁ ﬁQrﬁ{:H%ﬂ inluﬁé Blat IF}?O Fové& E(ﬁ‘ﬂfgﬁlged' TFor example,

| on e I ncC
the redempt@epiofiys mgy iﬂwldexamumw@f oddetinied pods, a Itxadﬂﬁmin foAmula that

vehi cl e that shoul d be conf.igured. Foy. exan‘pl
transfoprgs g ed g Pofs Jélt%gﬁdieﬁlerlala BUTEHRSY rlifiti & 2B lqah@é@?rﬁlaants as well

as otheP &l gﬁ Utﬁ&slhﬁlttﬂfﬁﬂ%fuﬁf) tfontidtin AR B 1?1{8@%6 can include a

redeenmed points into enption currency,
name, apgeiniegw@idonalnmesshgathat, shasldiel dlsmzsyedtolnethe umfvensmterbdmnption vehicle.

For ex lE 1 SRR P SR Tt Al SIS TBL Bty tho e
of the UsBAhissSANE ditaahsl k@Y QDuAN It AR1itidH, W&@émﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁle@&n include
vehicl e, For exanple, the identifying informtion can

other idpatiRappinf@nration élyat smsbehu@den tfentifipaiiop vieni@catiomewlpdn thhgniversal

redenngRE e RRAR LR ok ik SRS BB e BRAFbieRmat idemtiis

thenam@éiothg%m@leugaat can be used in identification
verification when the universal redenption vehicle is

s ek dofed bixcki2pb e reﬂé\tﬁpnﬁd}a’ﬁﬁtd that qongflick evithathe redemptien vehicle
t he v hi cl e us

eld that, identifies
profile s CRRB bR R oS sm£ F@BEE‘ERCI(&H S g P Pamplgige by a third party.
For thlé:&ﬂ’%dlﬁ%nﬁ"’fﬁerb viR& cro?rgﬁﬂﬁé HORCY P00 GARnRfsThd }eﬁeﬂn t10n vehlcle

optional | conflgure I'h one enbodi nent, bl oc
profile 420 tothe d@rcb}b@tye ds $hoven HAIGH 1padm ty altﬁuatl\tdﬁmbodlment the

B X e R TE,
profile 330 &aVextérfalith&d pdrty, the %@teﬂi E(ﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬂg\ﬂévﬁ:@ﬁqa ?Kﬁféﬁses & edemption
al gorithm 200 may include the optional

vehicleprefilear blyck tzﬁétrsmrtﬁgur@gth@ rmiem@ewchlgkr \f@mﬁgwengxﬂmﬁmi\@rsal

external. thi rd
redeunpl] vh o T ol dbink | P bl UMb TR 418K e speciis
definedihGbkredShption eamndle grofe.t her dk@ﬂ‘l@l‘ﬁ?ltllﬁmud/d%mr@tlﬁg a universal
Conf i 1gur [ ngt t.he uni ver sal
redemption vehicle that with a redemption value, which reflects the number of redemption points
and the translation formula between the redemption points and the redemption cwrrency. In
addition, configuring the universal redemption vehicle involves applying identifying information

in the redemption vehicle profile to the created universal redemption vehicle.
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redenpti on vehicle involves creating a universa
redenption vehicle that neets all of the specifics
wdebierniaék28 n t he redenpti on vehicle profile. FOPCT/US2006/015334
exanple, it includes creating a uni versal redenption
v hicle tha i t,h. a r denpt | val u ich refl
g g, s it Fow st Ao T fTemety§ i PResigion of the
ﬂowchfaﬁ 00! anketoRARt 308 iJ &IaIRILY e PR Hs haNcwEHet 200 except that it
redenption currency. In addition, configuring

includggraddiional ble@jﬂ}ﬁﬁnd&lqueﬁoc |Eer thﬁﬁ@k@@gbrgﬂ@r gylileh@escnphon of block 205
I,
througf'rl) rggo?fc 'ZEH Likd P#] @gci)erlﬂgé e%%u rs] :?1\9Ee 1%? %tg i1 e.h%r?@g%l??bﬁ ifis determined

[Fé"t0 € Crea
whether @bintd sholild td added O thiy ifdplementatioh, theredis bl dedciastiondR) in that the
of an alternatjve | | ementation of the flowhart 200.

resultinginiversa) wedeation yghicls cas bemelpadedy e pihes WRKlsag ugeiavith reward points
o R L R i A

appliediioshe aq@biiotin block|3d0k Palifs ¢dnbeuddedby mcraiting ame reward points
ecede bl ock 3 5 S not repeat ed here.

[ b
accourf 1€ SeraE BT dReRCIANGF PRIPFAORH gt (6P SRR tich o described with
referen'cg' tSbloBPbEITEShAL h188k 22@@1&&1%'11%1@&51% if Héh‘chb&f‘@lrthtré(fefeﬂce to FIG. 2,
hat the resulting universal redenption vehicle can
ﬂkﬁdeﬁemﬁaugﬂmﬂﬂqnmhﬁﬂwmnrds a user with reward points can
deci de whether nore points are added to the associ ated

rlaviaing ngwde FA6: 4nbise Poweltast 400! appthpieaiterrptive émplessutation of the
ﬂowchbﬂ ZBb o%ﬂs%ﬂo%chﬁ‘? 466 ¥ e%@é}lt*aﬁ ﬂ%ds%gqe%\é tlﬁenﬁé\sﬂﬁ?tt itq;(‘)g eﬁc%st that it
nts ‘accou PR The "sane rmanner -t é

1ncluddfsel‘déjtm$n@1djld5ttk AHIS(mdmlodkSllOe Foeterhkeof bviehH thesdescnptlon of block 205
d i_bed with reference to block, 225._Since bl ock
through ﬁr%s{a

P> Brabpiecorlpek ks PotigEeAlrd BETP o e lgrk 40% ot lﬁrieermmed that
a ﬁltert%}éoﬁé? ?@35 a Fe@lr 'Irmﬂléjﬂlg 1 E‘Iﬁ[ﬁtﬂ&ﬁ@ﬁ%@ fddRE 1c£f&5an1't)nﬂl % pplying a

IS a art anot
filter cad ﬁmﬁlmcrewwhenmheummmall redcnqﬁidnh&hfcllmmhmnisecﬁ OBor ékhinple, an

vl bR A00,  SEsem L the spre e the (Lowehall
can be Qéé@ic |‘If Q Hker 1F‘af)p1'i&‘ie lo%ﬁﬁ@ns%er@ kiRWdhible thBAREE ‘éfemrhf?éﬁ i‘ﬂfblock 410.

| ock 205 t hrough bl ock 225 that precede bl ock 40
To hmrﬁ use loeprecmsedfdrmaeom teghbtdbngkappdisable merchadistcen be m@diudekiamthm the

SR NI TR TN AR e ——

referen6@td FIGNI 3, thidk a6REphbielstiot Rpertod Weresal redenption
vehi cl e can be used. For exanple, an reward points

&&muglhnhotcszhlwb&ﬂ dlterdatite embblienenocal deauisby csmbiRdg the ﬂowchart 300

nd try ertjical) where the vehicle can be used. If
shown 1 FHar3 1ith Shsphoactiart 4B sho g et o lbanians acptive

embodfﬁ'f‘éf?lg e ﬁc 'dg‘ocﬁdrhé Fe18 a6 p%i'r@ aTt?reldbé(;E‘ﬁlﬁoe&' SRl 1Bf 09 Bblock 305

rmation regardi ng applicab Ve rer nts can
and black 8l 0 d=ed RIGL B) with hilee ﬁ]edefaqluneahsarﬂied ctith yefenérickeo bhﬂk 405 and
block 4] oL A 0Bl Rplere SO et p RdludF e rptining blocks n
FIG. 38092624 (1¢) rtﬁocﬂémsgmn&bd@ ﬁ%lodk@ﬁl LRIB188K ¥$5). For the sake of
enbodi ment can result by conbining the flowhart 300
brev1tysrh©\dnsqrrpt19n@f ttaesmbtlrrplqs late Kdtoepshiedther’0)0 shown in FI G

. In other words, an alternative enbodi ment can
|T|1il€ Padiculss ermbediments) dacdessi aboyesi ase ilfusixativecondy 96 theiagention may be

modlﬁé’vé\} %‘r@ I{'rﬁcfetﬁ:%if Pf(@ﬂte 1PlHRE gq%@ﬁerﬁ{ﬁ%mgrle?sc %W%I]egl]t ertﬁgse iﬁ%ed 1}1 the art

éture escr ence
having hededne A0& thertbachings herein. Furthermore, no limitations are intended to the details

of construction or design herein shown. It is therefore evident that the particular embodiments
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bl ock 410 (see FIG 4). This alternative enbodi nent

can also include the remaining blocks in FIG 3 and
wOhkae/146228. €., bl ocks 205-220, bl ock 225, bl ocRCR282006/015334

and bl ock 235). For the sake of brevity, the

. descri ptions of. thes | ocks ar.e not repeated. here.
disclos] gBesehp LT mPCifiRd g ALATE GrBHr BUgh BB EP R the soope and
spirit of kBt étfove only, as the invention may be nodified

and practiced in different, but equival ent, manners

dpp Hxemplary Univensak¥ehitled in the art having the

benefit of the teachings herein. Furthernore, ng . )

| Horiklugirations Paipeses opk desqriped hefeindef gnjversak vehicle for use in the lodging
. oRst ' desi ' ' eref.ol _
st e et A st b KR R plc o Prority
Club. Theye beersrent dccedulatechodith thsoegh staysiaab isperéfi@haclochani, derpydnts being

oadod R S08 oA AR 8 YD e eion o can

either 1k ¥moH8RGAHDEVAIRE & PmbRetred VaMB (Sl a ¥RPhidlctrd) AsedS&n redeem
in the |odging i ndustry. A Lodgi ng Redenpti on rd can

points pesugrdaedipr ladgingsstiys et anythotel catenytime, wedinplatively, at a specific hotel,

¢ Priority Cub. These users can accumnul ate points

at anytm- o ugh” stays at a specific hotel chain, the points

TSRS 012 QR TR, AT O
correspoad €o predeterminsé rédzagtivalavelsif paintd Nederzdstial ¢l sufficiedt points in

: . ; i
their ac?:@ﬁrgtg g@égrﬁéiggfgzi%ygs rgégnaﬁ%%g%%;‘. mé%%h%ﬁﬂﬁgnu&ulogégddomo the

Al $ Y tal. g
Lodglr% al%&%g@%bﬂ ela, e%sa}aregeerﬁg[g(ﬁ édncen?ﬁ r"lﬁﬂg us@l caAMdd Bk a%tgfhsand use the

rovi on of” redenption increnents
card tolviastsedll by partiblumyntvat. Tlor katgpgRedemppioe detré can eabcepted at any hotel

N L Lo —r—
only attl&fgiﬁ$ ARMILARR: REPSBSSmerth ¥R bifosh hhd 5iRovdaeh,| 8868t provider.
onto the Lodgi ng Redenption Card as a redenption

Clhis @tgplary RiBpleShtation hidyeitif0ak ud B ARAt 2B G Bobdiflity lodging
card towards Full or partial paynent. The Lodging.
compamggialigyy blsnketapdenadioniod pepEist e pyalty awyeneatas puy begpitality merchant at
oficcepts the affiliated association as noted on the
card. Filters can be used to allow redenption only at
| OHGIG RO ARFE BAME HriEnt3VenBbA % thIBILRAMSABS 88t 3B stays can also
approved by the point provider. This exenplary
be eligibigptioesasmecanpeditivh aso gpem ppintd arotherlamenities i sofhbensfitsnat a

hospitality | odging ¢ ni es.al] ow bl.anket redenpti
compel g b P G T oL B CP Loy B G P g The present
inventib® IsC@ Winidle @M at tohdH-copefifi P iRo1E16726 b s Pt VD1 RKERE Bbrtain dates
invention is that uSers who redeemifor such stays can

for redggnpiipth eWethitleg pyesent invertion albdgses dre pvailapleoga sadempiion sumency.

anenities and soft benefits at a conpetitive
Eil?‘élffge nﬁﬁ'Fyo%%Srs‘?I?Sand within the affiliated
G &tis blovie dlaghtal biarPdxeepdFy sydiem 106 S Honfipineit 4 GiivéeSal

al so unique in that many conpetitive hotel prograns
redemptign (vehisle thptdaeludasta ysepaompysing deyige 13 dERipdpvae catepeive a

redemptrtilég é@ ut%§tef%m iugéfg m:d); Qﬁlov%)l T‘iil%trgéen%tﬁn%\éﬁf-ciea&heoe\ﬁi c%rd, biometric

any ti

ron curre
account, voucher, or some other suitable vehicle. A user with a designated reward point account

may request redemption of points within the reward point account by sending a redemption
request 103. In one embodiment, the system computing device 110 may receive the redemption
request via telephone. Alternatively, the system computing device 110 may receive the

redemption request 103 electronically. If the system computing device 110 presents the user with
9
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[11. Exemplary Systenms FIG 1 is block diagram of an
exenpl ary system 100 for configuring a universal
woedsnpé22en vehi cl e that includes a system conpariusgno6/015334
devi ce 110. This device can receive a redenption
request fromusers (.po hown) . ..The redenpti on vehicle,
redemp Y FEons o BB 6 TR GRECT B HERETE * sectegdemption
requesP1 (B T @RbtRorVElonS Bre dBsd#bell inbiehtePd SIS WathatREence to FIG. 2.
reward poi nt” account nmmy request redenption of points
wheriyemompuiag depos hl0 wer sehidemymiceontpergser 112 and a memory
Lon reguest .hn._o e Lent, the.system
clemer 147 Pht Bt bBRUERb: - 'v? B0 Sp R i BYPo& brocessor
capablé efjexesiiting the idtRphiczevithhh t&fiwat istoeed/on theen&ySi/@MBment 114. The
onputing device 110 may receive the redenption

memor%é@%%lt Hbsanmebde 8hy eag pia compbipsiionsfsiolalemrpary sgments (e.g.
randord QUdegﬁn%Q%gillﬁggﬂtsﬁcﬁ gsg]glﬁ?sg\% AN 9&@%& 'ngg-ivg)gattig@ﬁ]l%mo?y elements

user can s the opti én By sen

(e.g., ReVIeBOM, haedidript,itape, CEREMY ert 05 MoFbever alempinody element 114 may
i eater detajl with referencge

. opt i n§ are described |n aj | €
incorpyigeie{<&roBic, MRgRcls PRHRA ARYIAT PG WBYS CiIoraes Magie; e pdsiidon, the
memor P R L EESER/e a%d]igtriﬁﬁ‘%d SrcARERNE, \%h?x’é‘ér%oﬂs]c%m&f)}%@ms are situated

M croprocessor 112 can be any specia pose
remotejefiemaine puothes bupare eessssible bajthbméicrofroesssanitli2ng t he

i-Astructions within sof re stored on the nmenor

B st et e ket L8 s il s e P pypecams, cach of
which 86t8p1e ohe ©0 A& 8decRg@bnty GYIFER b2 ARFBEr¥d Bl eXecutable

(e.qg., random access nenor such as M SRAM

instrucgiens fpr anplementinglogicel @nn@%r iﬂ teswampls ofFIG. 1, Rawpftware in the
memo rmré;l?g 4e gm{p;] Vd%i iél gﬁ%%tiri%?sgl%oﬁa# S?)pel}cgﬁér? gﬁe’lre tl'f’?, and redemption

vehiclewa@natd £40. OfHd gpplicatidofival 1191is bxqeakd Wy thé Mi@dfrocessor 112 in
nmedia. In addition, the nenory elenment 114 can have a

order i@jperfarpigeletpesificineeations af thamisten gampyiing oisodntHeapdemption
Vehiclegéyh%}eeﬂd iﬁgﬁhgg the Eswggdﬁ_‘%%gﬁthﬁ%re ?}%e&&%ﬁ%?éﬁé bl'e

the mecr oprocesso war e
micropedcessen 12 ddarmtlyer idavicel fhe congieingrougyae asdhetion ¥ghiales , This

softwalgts BrrCHPEl By gHe QBRI STRRFCdp e ROTRIRER SLooribed previously.
| AShE Setdi? E%n%@t‘inﬁ J%é%"ﬁﬁt LG els Pt &aﬁmﬁﬁ@%hﬁﬁ ilb‘?) atid'@e selected

exanpl’e of e software 1 n the nenory el ement
redemptidz optich U108 sheamiagpmoatssorgl 12 ysingrthd dedematipn vetdtle eofiware 140 can

sof.tware 117,  and..r tion vehi.cl software 140. .The.
create £ RS dehiae BRYLE T96 T S0esEr kv Ehinigiing the fedemption

vehiclePr&filRAR0 GRS &REriekan detadWAR] rekReRR b PIES IAFK AFRE RefkGemption
operations of the system conputing device 110. The

vehiclerpsefiéled 20 ancreetnd,dhesystsm vemputingtleviee|1d0 ean trimsnybfhisyeroéle to an

de s nts that are.executed .by. .the m craqprocessar . .
externa] 6415 SRIER vet b SRR Ryl e Sucl, VB PRS0 receiving
the redémstesmpidhivle pRMfile; ige vehidle manifawarife hichias 64 AeghliyodiBrat a

detail wth reference to the flowharts describe

universghiggerapiéenvehigdet he syst em conputing device 110

r [ r ' 0 ngd th el.ect

GBS FR e BT L0 SRR 0015 0 51561 s
verticalsh@&duetthe naticals cyehichide 1sdying)eatail, kdling adar £neAl étértainment related
. ..redenption vehicle profile 120. The processes invol ved
activitigs, SQQEE%Q PYRGLS pROTHRBE GHYHtiSSnor some other suitable industry vertical. Because
the universal redemption vehicle can be used in various industry verticals, a user may accumulate
points in one industry vertical and get services using the universal redemption vehicle in a

combination of industry verticals, within the same industry vertical, or another industry vertical.

10



10

15

20

25

30

vehicle profile 120 are described in detail wth
reference to FIGs. 2-4. After the redenption vehicle

wonroefei11e22820 i s created, the system conputi ng HEVIUS2006/015334
110 can transmt this profile to an external device,

For ex%ﬁﬂeegﬁsgﬁga\é(??al g %lg?en u;{ag %ﬁarerle%@ga eh! lﬂr?sépg:%#t@f gﬁm)}fotel but use the
univerddll 8ddehBtioh PEVIEFbCdiRindRBHAGRST Uri ng machi ne can
act ual @%w generate a universal redenption vehicle.

Apstead m&%@r@éMlﬂ@u@mermy@mw &14, éh@@dematl@uvehmle software

0 dust ndust

140 Cal&/gr )i%gea S Can 411%33 g eclri}ng, et nttéx% ﬁ?sn((i cuggzp
“comptignicdable piedinst! mmmtanlyeh@hs thagedn ddntall(i;&‘stors hirhitgcate, propagate,

events, sporting act|V|t|es or some .ot her. suitable
or trang ¢ PYPiast £9rcise by BE Eherswesting. Wil (heriasiuction e¥sptigmhsystem,
apparafﬁ@ hhidefice 2FnP @ox?ig - HAAMAE bRt BV £ e\!(?tﬁl%/) ?‘J.lls n?tqlmﬁed to, an
user may accumu points i n one Industr
electromudmggnetlsempnoab$leu'somggttdme nfiiaredy Qaderrnﬁdﬂmbr oystem, apparatus

vehicle i.n a ation of industry verticals,
device, gfprapagal 1%’6‘6&%‘ 1‘38?% PEGHC eﬁ%mlg‘ﬁ%{ar@n ?’W&%&VF;}ISWM the’

compudBréddasle nQfiuk )éQﬁ'chﬁJde QhéJﬁ)‘ﬁBwﬂ% %aﬁ%@n&@h% {%ﬁéc@romc)
a reward account associated wt hot el but use e
havingpmi wemozd Wires) @rpottiable comipuisk diskette (amaghetmé spndomescess memory

tead of b d wi th | t 11
@AM} A3EEE e RAM & clibliabthstln s Sohimetobh EROM o
Flash 1686 @ﬁag&@a@)abﬁ Bpticd Fibep (obtrbaujﬁ SnE9pb8atile @(ﬁm}se{zﬂt disc read-only

docunent, a ut er -readabl e nmedi unf’ can be any
memorwéﬁﬁ)é{QMMOPélﬁﬂ) c Olnteethet, the camputerisadabie mediem eancdyay deeome paper

r.us T gonnect i
or anotffn S ARy Ui AR BT B pathu, T SEPAREE T
electroﬂle}sﬂﬂy?&ptﬁfb@, Ve Tprinetandes aptadal scafiBitl WiMtitaihpBor Sildr medium, then
nple, but, not limted to, an el ectronic, nagnetic,
compﬂ%tlm@wrete% Peethegrisgprecsssed i suiipllg maspeid ppessryscng then stored in
a comp¥es Or9pparatus devi ce, or propagation nedium More
speci fic’exanpl es (a non-exhaustive list) of the
Adepdiseosedaadabi &dpeiit yystenvoinprisitg en irdiwst-p ivémmlrrgc:epaﬁn unit for
electrlcals$onnect|o (el ectroni.c) having one or npr

receivipg 7 geer sgle mopetary: W seletgddn @twﬁﬁgﬁé ad)f)mt gollectlon unit for
recew1g%5] gﬁﬁ@%@gﬁﬁpﬁgg%&d@gﬂ% ‘glg %r%@a;i/iy ?rglrll% %rfrﬁlzm%@écot\(eﬂﬁz%stry vertical,
a redenﬁjtthehiglnmyjile(oMmetumd)fpr gemenping egirofilend a(epémptadn) vehicle
ct disc re d-only. mepory ( CDROM
generai it BRI ARettn® SRR w w St B PRI R P e iahe Bnian the
redemp@$@ R eRIERIR bBARREmEed aﬁ:ﬁﬁhﬁ@xﬁhéﬁ' id BllselcoRd! hﬁ&“&s&g QBrtical. The
which the programis printed. The pro ram can
industry vedicelga¢epsipn ynid apr Hrddr cmmaisefacnomt aane éetemmmngalmt for
determm(f a%lri} get‘roszpon?teogfaﬁlgg %aegfg ag‘lgug%rrgg iqnﬁn% getqglﬁgq gcgqge monétary value in
the seld&’ﬁaﬁﬂﬁdustrﬁl vBRRAE TAE Ynduditgl vEdhiesl ré&dph@ﬁl uhfl cén SIREPMHRE comprise a
Al'so disclosed Is a reward point system

nory.
point bélemadéxtwg vt fprelding poivieite p yssr srodEdalagac. Uitietpofns can be obtained
ec
from of SHEIMMITE: HASE APLEGHEANPARS 2Dl PRy BB R SHie can
comprises €@i evtamgleaa Qs minicya Qsﬂeqmd mtlﬁsmtﬂ:daiat&d awjulahitity points
nmonet ary val ug dn the sel ected industry _ vertical,
associated with the selected industry vertical. The ndustry vertical can include, for example,
lodging, retail purchases, airlines, car rentals, entertainment related activities, sporting events,
sporting activities, cruises, and travel packages. The redemption vehicle can be, for example, a

magnetic stripe card, a smart card, and a code. The redemption vehicle can be a card that can be
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a redenption vehicle profile creation unit for

generating a profile, and a redenption vehicle
wqgemsriaé22en unit for |oading the profile onto BCT/US2006/015334

redenpti on vehicle wherein the points on the

oD RBP . SELCT AR oy A FEACLoTiT FAG: P bR dfecton, and

the liké.eﬁl%%c:le@lﬁbtiéﬁivfehﬁﬁsrbaﬁltﬂetp@%nﬂ% fth $5ichs RRInRErsPRYr @R&fple with a user
determning unit for determning if a user's point

name /igaft anees. e tredempiioni vebielepah stese uses dnfpmeationghattdegld be used for check
. netary value in the selected industry, vertical. The .
iwuse RRGER Ao 3¢ Fedsreb i p BB R L iR pOis imto
anothef 0§8pTsia8€oumt.poi Nt bal ance addition unit for adding

points to a user's point bal ance. The FoLnts can be

obtednyionhanbesmalepeihed ahove asrompsised of whls. Blisdbe SingEenal
. . i Ll C ..
desriff G UGG Ll MRLEP RO o R 0REPIL & fpbinaion ot sotvar
and hatdwihus tA ynit et becsfiwaae) hasd v ot iatcpmbinapion of sofas@oahdh&dware. The
with the gel ect ed. i ndust r%@verti cal. .The industr

units cgueqmprige the,Re %tme\,/em@@ Q‘ﬁﬁ’ﬁﬂ @,5 as é]é}gsitrla@ p ggg{ p and described
below. PGS €8n ccﬁhﬁljtiée%ec%mgg?ér 60235 AhRiraB i eFI@! §MRDescribed below.

rel ated acti I es, orting events, sporting
dG. i 15 R digckeliagramsilustnating ameemplaylopgasing Earonment for performing

. red tio hi cl e can be, . for exanple, magnet i c .
the disglpredethat o s <sriplarCapetiting v EORBEN 1 % o1 SuERpIE oG AR operating
envirofﬁﬁ&lit%hg €A iREnddas %ﬁ’géeﬁtaényqﬁ‘ﬁit&i’r%h%wtcpﬁlg -séop%vﬂfgﬁg or functionality of

includes passing through a magnetic stripe reader,
operatiRg evibemseaht deshiestingnNeiirat shddd Hiekaperating eneitenmperit ba interpreted as
. vehicle can be personalized.in various nners,. for
having g3 d5pRdgR s o iena L egP Ap Rl coniiiioa it sptipgents
illustrayedih GheexeaiblaY Operatib€Envifth@ief®t | on that coul d be used
for check in/user identjification. The redenption .
vidisinestbod ean bsconssdipnelovith aumeneys pligegrnstal PPEIOAE 8t speeigl purpose
compu LR U3 Slorh RS s Fl b KRB0 Gi DS computin sysems,

envirofiriéits,iand@k colefmiritiohs tat miy®efsuitatlé o usawithehdefstedi satimethod
) b% software, hardware, or a comnbination of software
include, REt #a PalWERECd (8 DFFENat SATPRICE oS VR COMPHEF 4R dgices, and

R A B R R ARl o 6 iS5 consumer
electronich,ustwak@Csi mikt@np@eanaaniéanieicoaguieed, dwtribited comjhging
._can.c I a copputer 601 as illustrat in FIG 6
envirorfepeg 8L oA ABEPERE “BPYS SYERS o8 BT oK s g
It YRdthed AP ba BeXBEP LAY cOResIbhIG: @f%h{ﬁl@elﬁﬂwcasns, such as

perform ng the disclosed method. This exenplary
programpeoditlésnbeieg vkecutaddiyta ¢osnmtery Gameratka ppd grarofmeghles include routines,

operating environgent and is not intended to s est.
prograf Sty Poipeiipalzs g STRE SR That POLRML Patat fagey ipplement
particul aBRRCAdAt /pes Viihe @PEtBRAtanad edthd EGhv o b&IBidchedd mhRdHiButed

the operating environnment be interpreted as having any
computeheridengenisrvhesytislsewre perfomiegdiivigmots pragessing deyices that are linked

i nat. i f openks,.i st Ln | ar
oG0S SR RPOY RSB s LR FER R ot
may befotdiedinrtitiplesalaindeemgrnilutdd Sfopfen&lia BRacisd mptlopOsierage
. conputing system environnents or configurations.
deVl"f’fExa_rrpI es of well known conputing systens,
[ . ) . .

SRR s QUL SO UL ALR0 S compuing dovic

in the form of a computer 601. The components of the computer 601 can include, but are not

limited to, one or more processors or processing units 603, a system memory 612, and a system
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i nclude, but are not limted to, personal conputers,
server conputers, |aptop devices, and nultiprocessor
weysatcane228 Addi t i onal exanpl es include set top BOX@$2006/015334
programabl e consuner el ectronics, netmork PCs,
uters mainfra distri
ous AL SSRGS SRR L OB ERILRE S o SOELOEH o e v
memorsH¥kens or devices, and the |like. The nethod may be
described in the general context of conputer

i Thersysten; i $13 sergpseats g5p @grrb?m %wup@kposs@ﬂwgp@mﬁhw gtfuctures,
includlp% aqn%g%@lﬁ:g? or rrn%ﬁr{é?}; @C&‘Jt%ﬂ?lp Ll DL qltlél fnsac?g?l%{alt'é%legraphlcs port, and

a procestdrtmﬂwaEBus Wiy adyhudla v;aﬁeif}mfrlmp architedttn@s. Bya&k$ oDéxample, such
npl ement partlcular abst The system

architegfites g Fsdeep Tad yﬁ%ﬂ&ﬂ%@ t@%gétﬁwt(ié) A} byshEaro Channel
Archit&cRIFR A 1RRVA] glg{sfgeéﬁsw@tl A§ Baks \ﬁﬁ@q(g%'é{r rougﬁﬁgards

renote processi evi ces are
Associgitom@/E e local dusetndarBeripherabColinpondnbIntterdomenis P Chighus also known

o s MEEA IR T B L Y iR Ay o et
over a WBEB LY whleREAEEWIEV E@Setiohh ?h@’ﬁﬁé"@@ dh B Ll B8R HRIBIdn this
can be inplenmented via a general - pUr pose conput i ng

descriptioni |C@1e alisp be freplemented fover a:mrpqh pewireleds ne’ﬁherkwmpcml@ntaad each of the

er 601 ncl ude ut. are not
subsys(ips, (ORI Proc s 680 AR5 Hofes dicf 4. i opstoBis Svsgem 60
Redemph6h ¥RhiTR ROl a61 606, antd 6875y 8dte o el apks 608) @ystgﬁuﬁélﬁ&g 612, an
vari ous syst em conponents including the processor

Input/ngplgtHgtegfyﬁlgq e, sliipiay agapter GOfh aslisplasrdayise 6313 and a human machine
1nterfa<%e 26?%}!% %oglgagné?f Wﬂﬁﬁg)ngfor ﬁl%il(%[eﬁ{ot@go%zﬁlﬁ n% (fe)él%gss GPIa,b cat

physiceﬂl;/rﬁepéliateelbcatﬁvllp,&fohﬂéw&d&hrd@llgﬁ busds odcide fc&fn’;llireéff@t ﬁﬁblleﬁrﬁ:ntmg a fully
and a processor or local bus using any of a

mﬂnb@%ﬁ?%ﬁ@nof bus architectures. By way of exanple, such

%Q‘o Gli66P fp%%ll'ynﬁc!lﬁ%g a%nls@%é{}nﬁg}%} %ﬁg?’ﬁ;lg media. Such media

cture Mcr tecture
can be @Maﬂlah]g maiia E:taharacmﬂmb@/by(tﬁb S(ék)lplhtalsﬁﬂlaaﬁdi idelades both volatile and

B TR IR N N
compuft ?é&dlfﬁl@%d?&%n%h%ﬂff BRI Sembl), SudUs raidth Qéées@ﬁd&%%ry (RAM),
speci f in this description can al so be 1 nplenented

and/or omewolatllm meydonyy smhrae resslonipemgmoky ROMe cTheorystethmeinosy 612

typicalf o el osfin i 207 G o o BioBufes Sl oRE{BE Rystem o0s

and Re@&npiesit VelclRReftea508fthithee muhsdiseB ecedsibid t6tndtbrahepresently
processor 603, a mass storage device 604, an operating

operatedypsrtsnthe pBcesiEwpt 68 Vehi cl e sof tware 606, data 607,

"Thg%%)ﬁ%ﬁ{% ﬁflﬁ} sr g}sSOl%lu %{hgﬁe Uﬁ{lg/ngl%g ém%r}tbl% ggl,atﬂae/non-volatile

I"npu ace play a

compuidt siplaay nﬁbﬂva By Waylof exathpke, NUGRE 11[13&511651 & niddt etofape 6166168 604 which
can be contained within one or nore renpte conputin

can proyglei noasvodatde sterage of coRpErteadey caapieraeadablsdastrustions, tata
smctuggg{}g%ﬁg?hgﬁlgg gg? Pfﬁ%?&at&fforttﬂé S dﬁ@ﬁé@ 601"E6f &&Gple, 2 mass storage

distribute stem
device 604 can be a hard disk, a removable magnetic disk, a removable optical disk, magnetic

cassettes or other magnetic storage devices, flash memory cards, CD-ROM, digital versatile disks
(DVD) or other optical storage, random access memories (RAM), read only memories (ROM),

electrically erasable programmable read-only memory (EEPROM), and the like.
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The conputer 601 typically includes a variety of
conputer readabl e nedia. Such nedia can be any
waveaicliaéd2e nmedi a that is accessible by the conparaS2®6415334
and includes both vol atile and non- voIatiIe medi a,
nd non-r vabI he st em nenor . .
S Y R o el b ST B B SeEim 1 ey Rifel gy Y04, including
by way &t G?(taiﬂp%, aﬁﬂpaﬁung 55%%@505 AIREYeAGEBE Y JRRIIDEfWAROWD6. Each of the

and/ or non-vol atilTe nmenory, such as read only nenory

operatinRenyiem PNE an¢ &éﬁm@m%’yhl@lmzowprec@ﬁl(yr o @ndsn@ralnethereof) may
607 _and/ fod h
ncua SRS PP SR 208 AT TR MER B ol st Pate 607 e

also beﬁ@&eﬂ bathemass siaragd @év@ée%()aCD@ﬁ3900|c@n be st@‘ﬂﬂ/ ifan@bEone or more
presently operated on theggrocessrng unit 603. The

databages pAyEAn Hiparhdyamples oif ﬁgghui(g atep dgclude, DB2®, Microsoft® Access,
I | t
M1cro§o?t@)%tégr8%é\%bg P%féagﬁ% %@S@}IB“P% V\%MS(@ ggg ﬂ"}’eq k% 11':‘1-1§_:‘datgbases can be
caﬁm&deﬂ@sﬂmaﬂﬁsahmmmgsmﬁnpkagﬂmﬂev|ce 604 mhlch can
C%ow de non-vol atil e st.ofage.of, conputer co

HPRICaR CRiEh eRIBMands AN BIOFNRAAN infp-h CapYiet g%gia an input device
(not shB{'Vﬂgr LUf%ﬁch g't et ifdfiae, lglﬁra lt&ﬁ 1&9’59&"{Bee[lﬁe§%ard pointing
exa a nas storage device 604 can be a
device (ﬂc gk a "mouM\aahiceop‘mgneitjby;stmk,sd(senal pcsrtrtavsahﬂm:r ctlitiealike. These and

L N T T —
602 th&tiisksup{ddMB)hOsysRiBilis O3 b&idhayshOdci6eted B IR AR&GERS and bus
menories (RAM5 read onfy menories (ROM, electrically

structué@Saeablae apetsglebparh hmepetidorainiversatseyal bEECHER)., and

tk ﬁ iR eay de¥10¥ ?gn‘g %ls%éw & %ét%&lt %gslpfﬁ%rpf? g? m%{g%épfjerface such as

a dlsplagxarﬁrptee 609.1A @pRipatet 601 sarﬂiaemxﬁ%traﬂdnaad IRtad@ter 609 and a
Vehi cl e software 606. Each of the &Qer at ?ngﬁes?}gtem 605

compugs; §0Redehgite rapreviedn eiecdispdi deyice 6dd 6 goxamplepa display device can be a
momtocf oz[ﬁ%@ﬁ mgﬁgud EgJ Faﬁ B@{f%é drracﬂgﬁﬁge :Iglqgﬁlitélé ?c&%lﬁetezﬁ%)éaél device 611,

rogra
other OquapﬁQﬂlec:ﬁ ralearbm::lnendﬁdhr @tpnetts eudlﬁfsSBpSztl@fsﬁ(@et dﬁ)WnC} and a
.. 604. Data 607 can be stored . in any of one or
pnnteréa?taba%%wgwgmn PR ceneciefl fo the,carphiies 68} Vi BputlQ EBlatsstace 610.
Ml 4 utép%a of)\ér%‘?ﬁ QBEM&I{G&%@%M%’C? Hx%%%ﬁ:il)coﬁ%ctlons to
Server Orac QL, PostgreSQL,
one or Toee rhalc&b) aemputnmﬂdymes é6Malaki Bedagiof dxamhple blﬂeﬁd)t@mmpﬁmg device

Canberm ti % user can enter comrand q
F‘ﬂi’F@P UpehROT ?ﬁlé’ OB A ST 3504 1%P lil?‘iB ik emA e, a peer
device 69 erhelsmmn nEXRP h6&, 9hd SH&H Lo%r&ﬂ cHRMEERR b'earéeﬁ% computer 601

but are not iimted to, a keyb oard, pointing device
and a rénaoly computing dewity 614, e carolhmads via ajlosad pieglnetveors 4LAN) and a

anne These and o her .i
senerafgiean ERORI L RouaettsF rer RERGuTER 58 TRl eh BB work adapter
608. AVieBvck Raamer 608Cdah e impleaichratn 60 Wikat arldSwe6lufRl @eirbRnents. Such

t he system bus 613, but may be connected by ot her

networkiggeny sewnene as somepenpiica inefiices ehternyisa-vde apmphtepagtivorks,

a uni versal serial bus (USB). A display
lnumwgegﬁ%@gé@fn%gﬁﬁ%lso be connected to the system bus 613

\Hoa parpokest difldstatios wpliesion pth gahayndstapt elecii@®le pogram
conputer 601 can, have nore than one_displ ay_ adapter
compopgIys Hi¢h ag the operating system 605 are illustrated herein as discrete blocks, although it
is recognized that such programs and components reside at various times in different storage
components of the computing device 601, and are executed by the data processor(s) of the

computer. An implementation of Redemption Vehicle software 606 may be stored on or
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conmput er 601 can have nore than one display device
611. For exanple, a display device can be a nonitor,
wanodsGe02ki qui d Crystal Display), or a projects8cT/uSm06/015334
addition to the display devi ce 611, other out put
i ncl

transmggeréiifglg)gé gcltrﬂ% VI C pémea r%dﬁ & me@rg) ﬁ;?e nt %%ﬁ%l?lb%w%qila can be any

avaﬂam@ﬁlebﬁtﬁmaﬁ%@chmdtwea&o@[ﬁ@lveerer 601 via | nput/Qutput
Interface 610. The conputer 601 can operate in a

netajwedessing af theshselased owihed cen he pearformadisoiofivhge eampments. The
d1sclos%5 n{&:ifo m%pg ! < §esk 1@5@2&; 1tnI tﬂ«? géjn%}/a{ é@lﬁg’g%@ﬁgg‘éﬁ% %%c\lf@%)ll]% nstructions,

such as:pmgmhemodmei tbabigﬁbxe@ﬂmlbﬁbne & i@ \cemputerd dtREr deRices. Generally,
net wor k conput er, peer device or other common
prograpiapQiies inglyde Ccaﬁaut%cqslﬁ ToHRGSc BIOSEAHHn BRiEF s rrommongpis ata
e
stractuf ot AR fofor] @ o ok PP GO R B dajg pes. The
dlsclosad] (heﬁlo@enmy dbo e percticedan petivimedd {ndAitribBad hompilt\m:g davironments

necti gns can be through a network ad 608, A
where f % P Re‘%%‘é?ﬁdg}y ISBOICRIRCEENE ﬁlﬁYléﬁSéhi‘tegﬁe ?ﬁ‘%ﬁ%@‘\&i‘l@ed
comm@chiibheé BL&BRc. TN Y I BERE §0 ctglfl:ﬁg G MRAI R0 gram modules may be

environnents are commonpl a flces
locatedaintbetiplocal endiretvote coppiiter smmgﬁmdd@, mpmﬂn@vmtmoryzmnragméevwes.

I et. 61 For r S illustratj )

WIS 58 i nBe GRE T h comeshin R Phesemed gpodiments and
specifi€ e8] tSs abiCitended et BB 8EHel o theSivi SRt M3 Iinfike to the particular

illustrated herein as discrete blocks, although it is

embodiraensyset Fasth, ek the eshodipendgherain asmintendap nalhrespecssiods iBustrative

|nes in different storage conponents of the
TMhm”%gnn%#ﬁﬁg ‘devi ce 601, and are executed by the data

IR SRVWEE eprebdl staRAPH i noAvkyl iRThesEmabdr etﬁf)d set forth herein
Redenption_ Vehicle software 606 nmay he store

be congpued ap ssdvirinecthaldfsodepsds s fpaned isf 8@6%@9 orders Agerigingly, where a
method@%iﬁx?doe%qu H&tﬁﬁlb’el%gl‘g@m grdgiel‘g'b% ﬁ%@flpﬁ‘ﬂy st%%sa& 1'E"Eln%t otherwise

at can ccessed by a co
specifignllycesai inghe 61atﬂ]k€01€ﬂ$ﬂ1[}:ﬂﬁ)ﬁd thmﬂie&tbps are tbdepniitedrtomdpbyific order,

it is no S&E%%S@Ct% o y e p%rr 8;1%%3% fcr’e%gpct tTh?s%ongsyfo? gny possible non-
expresé:l?%%%lefn’t %ﬂfoﬁbl{nelu'dfe}%t Bﬂﬁ&ﬂs QP fogiSWAl ¢ %geﬁrtg 9fr3f8ement of steps or

I'es |ng eXecut y one o fror e nput ers or
operationdl lowg plaic BaniGe deredd yom gragmaivahogahizstiomad piobetuation; the

comput e od routines,.progra .0bj ect s,
mumibe g 3 6 erabodiinenS described itibe Specificatifn “pert or m
nﬁMu l%%_@%r&ﬁ@‘tﬁoﬁsldl[&' if @l?enért af \tdrﬁuuk aloddatibACinddatAtions can
di scl osed net hod may al so be practiced in
be madg A dlekmi@@dt aMentinsvithaug d@zﬁr@r@%@rmthegscepv or gmirreef the invention.

L L AT MY T S

of the sgb&ﬁéatiwta@d pEVHBE b The ierentib® BI¥EREed T &if! M1k IMshdeaShatane
e located in both | ocal and renote conputer st or age

specifigptign and peaneRlpsiee fmﬁ@ﬁgﬁ %@K@g@la%mlbé@lt PP scapgiand spirit of the
in connection wth
H“WHUbgggﬂé 3:ﬂﬁgghﬁgﬁﬁg§ Bggsemflc exanples, it is not
|ntended that the scope of the invention be |limted to
the particul ar enbodi nents set forth, as the
enbodi ments herein are intended in all respects to be
illustrative

15



rather than restrictive. Unl ess otherw se expressly
stated, it is in no way intended that any nethod set
woéanichiiémsei n be construed as requiring that i PETRISEPS/015334
be perforned in a specific order. Accordingly, where a
nmet hod cl ai m does not actually recite an order to be
followed by its steps or ifClaimsnot otherw se
: specifically stated in the clainms or descriptions that
Vﬂmi?ﬁ@ﬂ§?%ﬁs are to be limted to a specific order, it is
d that .an order be inferred, in any

np way .i nt end
1. r‘§§%%flpo F%S%%Pﬁ@pflﬁflg‘any possi bl e nonexpress basi s

for. j tatio including.. matters._of Jogic wt .
B S RGP oo B PR Gl i ied Rinalbo in e
peRCiediR@Rirngedeal; ved from granmmati cal organi zation or
punctuation; the nunber or type of enbodi nents

chersoamti dodlelction nlitefos preeiivingeaduaatity dftponits hssbeia@ péthehit niodetary
thgfe %5ilhe%gLn the art that various nodifications

andeva hetessid RdytySCHdE i n the present invention

VARSI ¢ ent i ny
AR PO sl St e B Sk iR o Bt T e

t j |1 j t m .
2R or} RulcRO R Rl L8R okl B pr i Bate  pegpripn
ivelieid whereitlitbe baigsonithe ssdemptidn véhitlatanbettdebatd by
specj fication and. exanpl es he consi dered as exenpl ar
frohang i eégﬁﬁﬁgugéﬁggvﬁﬁﬁﬁspirit of the inven??on d
being indicated by the following clains.C ains Wat is
¢claimed is: 1. A reward point system conprising: an _
2. jthgs¥sten of sl davheraindhe IngRstonyartisad recepien ynih §irthereamnprises:

sel ected nonetary. value in a selected industry
St oafanC i Riting i fsfnimg 5 Siocr 8 o6y Phlgnge meeis a
G RHhrh baRhcd RSl 8 BRGhakRHy Walf i B TR YusYS! ue
in the selected industry vertical; a redenption
vericgl.e profile creation unit for generating a
profile; and a redenption vehicle generation unit for
| oading the profile onto a redenption vehicle wherein

3. tlihe spssemtod clarm tlhwehareid egpinidosiryvedniicdl escepimorbenit fahenesnprises:
at any nerchant in the selected industry vertical. 2.
m@@?bgkaem whditeqraymad or adding peintste aiugellspeiyt hadancec al
reception unit further conprises: a point bal ance
determining unit for detepnining if a user's point

4. ghe ayetem o elaim d whereinitia poibia kreehgainedifromethefmoerchau
nonetary value in the selected industry vertical. 3.
The system of claim 1l wherein the industry vertica

5. dbeepttéronf alaim 1f whededr the profile sa@spriskspoi nt  bal ance
addition unit for adding points to a user's point
Balbeg1e,

a selected industry vertical; and

a quantity of points associated with the selected industry vertical.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the industry vertical is selected from the group consisting
of:

lodging;
retail purchases;
airlines;

car rentals;
16
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4. The systemof claim1l wherein the points are

obt ai ned fromone nerchant. 5. The systemof claim]1,
woheateaiiee2s he profil e conprises: a user nane; aPeelusedoed15334

i ndustry vertical; and a quantity of points associ ated

with the selected.industry vertical. 6. The system of
- ?rﬁ@eraﬁeé?tgﬁﬁgf‘ﬂgesi’ ndustry vertical is selected

f g oup consisting of: |odging; retail
6§§§@~2§8@£air|ine3; car rental s;entertai nnent rel ated

LMol BSitieSPOr ti ng events; sporting activities;
cfui s€s; and’travel packages. 7. The system of claim
niessehid t he redenption vehicle is selected fromthe
group consisting of: a magnetic stripe card; a snmart
aeavell pagkaked. code. 8. A nethod for providing a
redenption vehicle conprising: receiving a redenption
request; generating a redenption vehicle profile in

7. IRRRYNSA dfeldilel WhReemhe RidemPaESEhicle MelscBRRRY Bbih ke Soup
redenpti on vehicle in response to the profile wherern

tCRBSIFEREMDt i on vehicle is | oaded with points and the
poi nts .on the redenption vehicle can be redeened at

ATY25REHE ALRE Pl t he sel ected industry vertical. 9. The
met h of. cl.aim 8, further conprising limting the
r?esrrr(lﬂ%g?ﬁr@“ aggcepti ng points within the sel ected
indystry vertical. 10. The nmethod of claim8, wherein
recelving a redenption request further conprises:
determning if a mnimum bal ance of points is

8. %’ﬁ{ehl%ﬁlfgr ﬁr%v{dlfﬂgf A J‘eldellnlaﬁoﬂ s&gﬁg tcér%{)]risriggtu est;
receiving a redemption request;
generating a redemption vehicle profile in response to the redemption

request; and

generating a redemption vehicle in response to the profile wherein the redemption
vehicle is loaded with points and the points on the redemption vehicle can be

redeemed at any merchant in the selected industry vertical.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising limiting the merchants accepting points within

the selected industry vertical.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein receiving a redemption request further comprises:

determining if a minimum balance of points is available to fulfill the redemption request;

and

presenting an option to add points so as to meet the minimum balance.

11. The method of claim 8 wherein the points are obtained from one merchant.
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and presenting an option to add points so as to neet
the m ni num bal ance. 11. The nethod of claim8 wherein

woOheospieém28s are obtai ned from one nerchant. 12. PTNAIS2006/015334

nmet hod of claim8, wherein the profile conprises: a

er sel d industry vertical; and a quantit
123@ tﬁ{@ g ga‘f’ ?fell%l q,]prloﬁie ORIESd i ndust rg d

13. C]Qfé%héthb@ of agum 8 mgﬁtﬂg&i}g‘% ﬂafxge lﬁjs se?ec ‘E]?er %oup consisting

14.

15.

16.

ae&te}cale 13. The nethod of claim8, wherein the
s??? vertical is selected fromthe group

Caoé%fécgd'lﬂgus%veh?c%?'aﬂg retail purchases; airlines;

car rentals; “entertainnent related activiti es

SPQfaht Gh@6d1 and
traveI1@goafcéﬁ)\l?g%zéé2550@196.%&t}dﬂg1 nmet h oééé%ifnagsméﬂl V\her ein the

redenption vehicle is selected fromthe group

a code. Ing a r
vﬁhlcle conpr|5|ng. recei ving a redenption vehlcle
protile; and generating a redenption vehicle in
B&ise to the profile wherein the redenption vehicle
|s Ioad d with points and the points on the redenption
J@ﬁ}@wg’ $4%> be redeened at any nerchant in the
Hected i ndustry vertical. 16. The nethod of claim
P Pr t her comprising: transmitting the redenption
%éﬂﬁ%to a user.17. The nmethod of claim15 wherein
e poirts are obtained fromone nerchant. 18. The

'H%é%ﬁhdﬁhtﬁhﬁb@h&ﬁnﬁ%@ere'n the profile conprises: a

user nane;
sporting events;

sporting activities;
cruises; and

travel packages.

The method of claim 8 wherein the redemption vehicle is selected from the group

consisting of:
a magnetic stripe card,;
a smart card; and

a code.

A method for providing a redemption vehicle comprising:
receiving a redemption vehicle profile; and

generating a redemption vehicle in response to the profile wherein the redemption
vehicle is loaded with points and the points on the redemption vehicle can be

redeemed at any merchant in the selected industry vertical.

The method of claim 15, further comprising:

transmitting the redemption vehicle to a user.
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a selected industry vertical; and a quantity of points

associated with the selected industry vertical. 19.
woheomeézed of claim 15, wherein the industry vermisemb/ 015334

is selected fromthe group consisting of: |odging;

retail purchases; airlines; car rentals; entertai nnment

related activities; sporti ng events; sporting

17 TS iy § §ael e kO SR SRBARE i OB miGons
sel ected fromthe gr oup consi sting of: a magnetic
185 Irﬁgchgél OP (’:lalm? V{IItler&Ialrthe profl fje comprlcsigs

a user name;
a selected industry vertical; and

a quantity of points associated with the selected industry vertical.

19. The method of claim 15, wherein the industry vertical is selected from the group
consisting of:
lodging;
retail purchases;
airlines;
car rentals;
entertainment related activities;
sporting events;
sporting activities;
cruises; and

travel packages.

20. The method of claim 15 wherein the redemption vehicle is selected from the group

consisting of’
a magnetic stripe card,;
a smart card; and

a code.
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