
Abstract:  An isolated nucleic acid molecule comprising a sequence of
nucleotides encoding or complimentary to a sequence  encoding a molecule or
derivative or homologue thereof wherein said nucleic acid molecule is
expressed in a larger amount in one or  both hypothalamus tissue or muscle
tissue of obese animals compared to lean animals or in fed animals compared
to fasted animals.  Nucleic acid sequences are disclosed. It is proposed to
use the expression products of such nucleic acids as modulators and/or
monitors of physiological processes associated with obesity, anorexia,
weight maintenance, impaired muscle development, diabetes  and/or metabolic
energy levels. 


