FI LM5, PACKAG NG AND METHODS FOR MAKI NG THEM Abstract: There is

descri bed an optionally flexible and/or polyneric packaging film(e.g.
BOPP) having at |least one tear line (5 and at |east one tab (7) thereon,
wher e t he(1IR)ANTERNATIONS La PPEICABON U BLISHERYIND ER THEPAEENT COQHIBATIONTREATY PCBe

si des connecting the tw ends, the tab (7) positioned so the axis of at

| east one tear line (5) passes throu 3}t h ends of the tab (7)

char act qr9) ¥edieliettadl Propéidy Ohnitagiast [ )
e o aar ot ey B o2 qm—) TSR

| east one angle theta (0) is an acut S&a 8 e greater than about 5[err]
wher e t het g43) @dternhtiondicfubi@tionaBatan angl e Subtendﬂﬂ)gnt'ehetl(fnaﬂﬁledomNumlhe tab

(7) mea- sudSeptbmbeve®03 ((4i0p.2a08)axi s dep(rEed by t haNQ®OeN3¥F7248dctAdn of one
tab (7) sides averaged over a the last quarter of the maximim

of the

| engt h @f) thid@ado@Prdich) CiiliRhlinNO fHE@BDIEEE 3815 BEhRAa8DE: n20sky{AH, ha.an, BXIAS v,
defined bystth@/iaverage direction of the teanzlBans, $&praYmYCA b, AN ¢OTCR, CA,
met hod of preparing such filns and packagi n§Zattk PEsb4 E¢&h FEad1. GBi @neBiGte

car t ons(e1) AvtediatisbiaR DypBe tiohi Nulb& U C PCTiipbanss7ar e apé‘lom%i@éélP [ BYy1S. IP KE, KG, KP. KR, KZ, LC,
K, LR, LS, LTLU LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW,

MX, MZ, NO, NZ, OM, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE,
SG, SK, SL, T, TM, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ,
VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM, ZW.

(22) International Filing Date: 17 February 2003 (17.02.2003)

(25) Filing Language: English
(84) Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM,
(26) Publication Language: English KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM, ZW),
Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM),
(30) Priority Data: European patent (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE,
0204604.3 27 February 2002 (27.02.2002) GB ES, F1, FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, S, SI,

SK, TR), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN,

) , GQ, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).
(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): UCB,

S.A. [BE/BE]; Allée de la Recherche, 60, B-1070 Brux-
elles (BE). Published:

—  with international search report

(72) Inventor; and
(75) Inventor/Applicant (for US only): OSGOOD, Dave For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-

[GB/GB]; Station Road, CUMBRIA, Cumbria CA7 9BG  @nce Notes on Codes and Abbreviations” appearing at the begin-
(GB). ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette.

(74) Agents: KIRK, Martin et al.; UCB, S.A., Intellectual
Property Department, Allée de la Recherche, 60, B-1070
Bruxelles (BE).

(54) Title: FILMS, PACKAGING AND METHODS FOR MAKING THEM

(57) Abstract: There is described an optionally flexible and/or
polymeric packaging film (e.g. BOPP) having at least one tear
line (5) and at least one tab (7) thereon, where the tab (7) has a
free end, an end attached to the film and free sides connecting the
two ends, the tab (7) positioned so the axis of at least one tear line
(5) passes through both ends of the tab (7) characterised in that:
(a) at least one of the free sides of the tab (7) taper outwardly from
the attached end and the tear line (5); and (b) at least one angle
theta (0) is an acute angle greater than about 5° where theta (0)
is defined as an angle subtending the free end of the tab (7) mea-
sured between: (i) an axis defined by the average direction of one
of the tab (7) sides averaged over a the last quarter of the maximum
length of the tab (7) starting from the attached end; and (ii) an axis
defined by the average direction of the tear line (5) along the film.
A method of preparing such films and packaging articles (such as
cigarette cartons) over-wrapped with such films are also described.
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