27 SHI P DRI VE SYSTEM HAVI NG A PLURALI TY OF ELECTRI C DRI VE SHAFTS ABSTRACT A
ship drive system (10) according to the invention conprises at |east one
first and one second drive shaft (11,12) for driving a respective

propul sion unit (2), in particular of a water jet, wherein each of the
electric drive shafts (11,12) conpriséd at |east one speed-variable
generator (4) driven by an Internal conbustion engine (3,6) for generating
a not orSHAR (DRJS/Eh BMSTEM HAVINGD |2e BUYHALTRYe QFh ELEQTRIS ORIVER)SHARLS and at

| east one speed-variable drive notor (5) that is supplied with said voltage
and coupled to the propulsion unit (2). The first and second drive shafts
(11, 12)amamroer switched froma first operating state, in which they are

el ectrically disconnected fromeach other, to a second opera-L.11-1g state,
in winch they are electrically coupled to each other such energy can be

transmjt romth east,\0 r ( f .one Y ft
(11, 12)A tsglqrp{]e&gg[&ﬁ :Sz%):s:téénng& r)i \’/LgcCgr)D%{l%rnagE %O ot#?et %en \%)t ec(—:-l(r%r}ldrclq}\r/n{éJ rgthe;Lf‘
(11, 12)at Teddt rend;iddte atd leastscanengenenat atha4) @Erieflenakdor conpri ses a

super conduct or windi no. A prsferied se,of, L ship drive system (1) Is

water jet, wherein each of the electric drive shafts (11,12)
comprises at least one speed-variable generator (4) driven by
an internal combustion engine (3,6) for generating a motor
voltage having a variable amplitude and variable frequency,
and at least one speed-variable drive motor (5) that is
supplied with said voltage and coupled to the propulsion unit
(2) . The first and second drive shafts (11,12) can be switched
from a first operating state, in which they are electrically
disconnected from each other, to a second operating state, in
which they are electrically coupled to each other such energy
can be transmitted from the at least one generator (4) of the
one drive shaft (11,12) to the at least one drive motor (5) of
the other drive shaft (11,12). To this end, the at least one
generator (4) preferably comprises a superconductor winding. A
preferred use of the ship drive system (1) is found in

trimarans.
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