
A computer system is provided for monitoring the activity of a bus
controller (208) of a processor (204) and responsive  thereto for
controlling the power consumption of a target controller such as memory
controller (216) coupled to the bus controller (208). The computer system
includes a bus (202), a processor (204), and a bus activity monitor (212)
for generating a bus activity signal indicative of activity in the bus
controller (208). The target controller (memory controller (216)) controls
the exchange of information between the processor (204) and a target
circuit such as DRAM (218). The target controller (216) has an input (215)
for receiving a sequencing signal. The computer system additionally
includes a power management circuit (220) for controlling the power
consumption of the target controller (216). The power management circuit
(220) receives the bus activity signal and generates the sequencing signal
in response to the bus activity signal.    


