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What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for confirming authorship of documents, performe
on a server having at least one processor and memory storing at lcast one program for
execution by the at least one processor to perform the method, comprising:
accessing a first document hosted on a first website of a first domain, the fir
links, a

respective link in the chain of links including a first predefined authorship attrjbute asserting

document being linked to a second document through at least one link in a chain

authorship of a respective document including the respective link by a respg€tive entity
associated with a respective target document of the respective link; and £onditionally
confirming authorship of the first document by an entity associated wlth the second document
when the second document includes a second link to the first webgfte of the first domain, the
second link including a second predefined authorship attribute pdicating that the entity
associated with the second document is an author of or contpfbutor to content at the first

website of the first domain.

2. The computer-implemented method of claimy/l, wherein prior to conditionally

confirming the authorship of the first document # the entity associated with the second
document includes:

identifying a first link in the first dg€ument that links to the second document,
wherein the first link includes the first pfedefined authorship attribute;

accessing the second documedt; and

sefond link including the second predefined authorship attribute can be found.
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5. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-4, wherein the second

document includes a trusted document associated with the entity.

6. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-5, wherein the sccond

document includes a profile of the entity.

7. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-6, wherein the second link

links to a root of the first website of the first domain.

8. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-7, wherein th€ second

document is hosted on a second domain that is distinct from the first dorpfain.

9. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-7, wiferein the second

document is hosted on the first domain.

10.  The computer-implemented method of any of claimy/1-9, further comprising
responsive to confirming authorship of the first documerd by the entity, adding the first

document to the profile for the entity.

11.  The computer-implemented method of an# of claims 1-10, further comprising
responsive to confirming authorship of the figft document by the entity, adding the first

document to a social networking webpage for the entity.

12. The computer-implemented méthod of any of claims 1-11, further comprising
responsive to confirming authorshy of the first document by the entity, adding information
relating to the first document tg/ webpage including information relating to documents that

the entity authored.

13. The computer-ipfplemented method of any of claims 1-12, further comprising
responsive to confirgling authorship of the first document by the entity, associating the first

document with the entity in a search index.

14. A sygfem to confirm authorship of documents, comprising:
atficast onc proccssor,
memory; and
at least one program stored in the memory and executable by the at least one

roccssor, the at lcast onc program comprising instructions to:
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access a first document hosted on a first website of a first domain, the
first document being linked to a second document through at least one link in
chain of links, a respective link in the chain of links including a first
predefined authorship attribute asserting authorship of a respective docurdent
mcluding the respective link by a respective entity associated with a rgpective
target document of the respective link; and

conditionally confirm authorship of the first document by an entity
associated with the second document when the second docurgent includes a
second link to the first website of the first domain, the secdnd link including a
second predefined authorship attribute indicating that tife entity associated
with the second document is an author of or contribyfor to content at the first

website of the first domain.

15.  The system of claim 14, wherein prior to conditiongfly confirming the authorship of
the first document by the entity associated with the secofd document, the at least one
program includes instructions to:

identify a first link in the first document th4t links to the second document, wherein
the first link includes the first predefined authopShip attribute;

access the second document; and

determine that the second documgfit includes the second link including the second

predefined authorship attribute.

16.  The system of claim 15, wherein prior to conditionally confirming the authorship of
the first document by the entity associated with the second document, the at [east one
program includes instructighs to, starting with the first document, traverse links in the chain
of links until the secondflocument that includes the second link including the second

predefined authorshiy/attribute is identified.

17.  The systgin of any of claims 14-16, including instructions to determine that the first
document hag’a non-confirmed authorship when no second document having the second link

including fhe second predefined authorship attribute can be found.

18. / The system of any of claims 14-17, wherein the second document includes a trusted

dg€ument associated with the entity.
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19.  The system of any of claims 14-18, wherein the second document inciludes a profile of

the entity.

20.  The system of any of claims 14-19, wherein the sccond link links to a root of the

website of the first domain.

21.  The system of any of claims 14-20, wherein the second document is hostegon a

second domain that is distinct from the first domain.

22. The system of any of claims 14-20, wherein the second document  hosted on the

first domain.

23.  The system of any of claims 14-22, further comprising insgfuctions to add the first
document to the profile for the entity responsive to confirming Zuthorship of the first

document by the entity

24, The system of any of claims 14-23, further comprising instructions to add the first

document to a social networking webpage for the eg#ity responsive to confirming authorship

of the first document by the entity.

25.  The system of any of claims 14-24, fArther comprising instructions to add information
relating to the first document to a webpagé including information relating to documents that
the centity authored responsive to confj/ming authorship of the first document by the entity

responsive to confirming authorshiff of the first document by the entity.

26.  The system of any of ciims 14-25, further comprising instructions to associate the

first document with the entfy in a search index responsive to confirming authorship of the

first document by the egity.

27. A non-trangfory computer rcadable storage medium storing at least onc program

configured for efecution by at [east one processor of a computer system, the at least one

a respective document including the respective link by a respective entity associated with a

respective target document of the respective link; and
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conditionally confirm authorship of the first document by an entity associated with the
second document when the second document includes a second link to the first website of the
first domain, the second link including a second predefined authorship attribute indicating
that the entity associated with the second document is an author of or contributor to contght at

the first website of the first domain.

28.  The non-transitory computer rcadable storage medium of claim 27, whergfn prior to
conditionally confirming the authorship of the first document by the entity asgbciated with
the second document, the at least one program includes instructions to:

identify a first link in the first document that links to the second document, wherein
the first link includes the first predefined authorship attribute;

access the second document; and

determine that the second document includes the second link including the second

predefined authorship attribute.

29.  The non-transitory computer readable storage mfedium of claim 28, wherein prior to
conditionally confirming the authorship of the first ocument by the entity associated with
the second document, the at least one program ig€ludes instructions to, starting with the first
document, traverse links in the chain of links Antil the second document that includes the

second link including the second predefingd authorship attribute is identified.

30.  The non-transitory computer yfadable storage medium of any of claims 27-29,
including instructions to determing/that the first document has a non-confirmed authorship
when no second document havifg the second link including the second predefined authorship

attribute can be found.

31.  The non-transitgfy computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-30,

wherein the second gbcument includes a trusted document associated with the entity.

32.  The noyAransitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-31,

wherein the gecond document includes a profile of the entity.

33. he non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-32,

in the second link links to a root of the first website of the first domain.
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34.  The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-33,
wherein the second document is hosted on a second domain that is distinct from the first

domain.

35.  The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-3

wherein the second document is hosted on the first domain.

36.  The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of clairg4 27-35, further
comprising instructions to add the first document to the profile for the enti#y responsive to

confirming authorship of the first document by the entity

37.  The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of gfy of claims 27-36, further

comprising instructions to add the first document to a social nepfrorking webpage for the

comprising instructions to add information relating tg'the first document to a webpage
including information relating to documents that the entity authored responsive to confirming
authorship of the first document by the entity rgSponsive to confirming authorship of the first

document by the entity.

39.  The non-transitory computer regable storage medium of any of claims 27-38, further
comprising instructions to associatefhe first document with the entity in a search index

responsive to confirming authorsiip of the first document by the entity.

40. A non-transitory corpputer readable storage medium storing at ieast one program
configured for execution Yy at least one processor of a system, the at least one program
comprising instructiond to be executed by the at [east one processor so as to perform the

method of any of cJdims 1-13.

41. A systefn, comprising:
at Jedst one processor; and

cmory storing at lcast onc program for cxccution by the at lcast onc processor;

the g¥stem including means for performing the method of any of claims 1-13.

2.




CLAIMS:

1. A computer-implemented method for confirming authorship of documents, performed
on a server having at least one processor and memory storing at least one program for
execution by the at least one processor to perform the method, comprising:

accessing a first document hosted on a first website of a first domain, the first
document being indirectly linked to a second document through at least one link in a chain of
links, a respective link in the chain of links including a first predefined authorship attribute
asserting authorship of a respective document including the respective link by a respective
entity associated with a respective target document of the respective link; and

conditionally confirming authorship of the first document by an entity associated with
the second document when the second document includes a second link to the first website of
the first domain, the second link including a second predefined authorship attribute indicating
that the entity associated with the second document is an author of or contributor to content at

the first website of the first domain.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein prior to conditionally
confirming the authorship of the first document by the entity associated with the second
document includes:

identifying a first link in the first document that links to the second document,
wherein the first link includes the first predefined authorship attribute;

accessing the second document; and

determining that the second document includes the second link including the second

predefined authorship attribute.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein prior to conditionally
confirming the authorship of the first document by the entity associated with the second
document includes starting with the first document, traversing links in the chain of links until
the second document that includes the second link including the second predefined authorship

attribute is identified.

4. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-3, including determining that
the first document has a non-confirmed authorship when no second document having the

second link including the second predefined authorship attribute can be found.
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5. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-4, wherein the second

document includes a trusted document associated with the entity.

6. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-5, wherein the second

document includes a profile of the entity.

7. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-6, wherein the second link

links to a root of the first website of the first domain.

8. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-7, wherein the second

document is hosted on a second domain that is distinct from the first domain.

9. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-7, wherein the second

document is hosted on the first domain.

10.  The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-9, further comprising
responsive to confirming authorship of the first document by the entity, adding the first

document to the profile for the entity.

11.  The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-10, further comprising
responsive to confirming authorship of the first document by the entity, adding the first

document to a social networking webpage for the entity.

12.  The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-11, further comprising
responsive to confirming authorship of the first document by the entity, adding information
relating to the first document to a webpage including information relating to documents that

the entity authored.

13.  The computer-implemented method of any of claims 1-12, further comprising
responsive to confirming authorship of the first document by the entity, associating the first

document with the entity in a search index.

14. A system to confirm authorship of documents, comprising:
at least one processor;
memory; and
at least one program stored in the memory and executable by the at least one

processor, the at least one program comprising instructions to:

-17 =



access a first document hosted on a first website of a first domain, the
first document being indirectly linked to a second document through at least
one link in a chain of links, a respective link in the chain of links including a
first predefined authorship attribute asserting authorship of a respective
document including the respective link by a respective entity associated with a
respective target document of the respective link; and

conditionally confirm authorship of the first document by an entity
associated with the second document when the second document includes a
second link to the first website of the first domain, the second link including a
second predefined authorship attribute indicating that the entity associated
with the second document is an author of or contributor to content at the first

website of the first domain.

15.  The system of claim 14, wherein prior to conditionally confirming the authorship of
the first document by the entity associated with the second document, the at least one
program includes instructions to:

identify a first link in the first document that links to the second document, wherein
the first link includes the first predefined authorship attribute;

access the second document; and

determine that the second document includes the second link including the second

predefined authorship attribute.

16.  The system of claim 15, wherein prior to conditionally confirming the authorship of
the first document by the entity associated with the second document, the at least one
program includes instructions to, starting with the first document, traverse links in the chain
of links until the second document that includes the second link including the second

predefined authorship attribute is identified.

17.  The system of any of claims 14-16, including instructions to determine that the first
document has a non-confirmed authorship when no second document having the second link

including the second predefined authorship attribute can be found.

18.  The system of any of claims 14-17, wherein the second document includes a trusted

document associated with the entity.
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19.  The system of any of claims 14-18, wherein the second document includes a profile of

the entity.

20.  The system of any of claims 14-19, wherein the second link links to a root of the first

website of the first domain.

21.  The system of any of claims 14-20, wherein the second document is hosted on a

second domain that is distinct from the first domain.

22. The system of any of claims 14-20, wherein the second document is hosted on the

first domain.

23.  The system of any of claims 14-22, further comprising instructions to add the first
document to the profile for the entity responsive to confirming authorship of the first

document by the entity

24.  The system of any of claims 14-23, further comprising instructions to add the first
document to a social networking webpage for the entity responsive to confirming authorship

of the first document by the entity.

25.  The system of any of claims 14-24, further comprising instructions to add information
relating to the first document to a webpage including information relating to documents that
the entity authored responsive to confirming authorship of the first document by the entity

responsive to confirming authorship of the first document by the entity.

26.  The system of any of claims 14-25, further comprising instructions to associate the
first document with the entity in a search index responsive to confirming authorship of the

first document by the entity.

27. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium storing at least one program
configured for execution by at least one processor of a computer system, the at least one
program comprising instructions to:

access a first document hosted on a first website of a first domain, the first document
being indirectly linked to a second document through at least one link in a chain of links, a
respective link in the chain of links including a first predefined authorship attribute asserting
authorship of a respective document including the respective link by a respective entity

associated with a respective target document of the respective link; and
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conditionally confirm authorship of the first document by an entity associated with the
second document when the second document includes a second link to the first website of the
first domain, the second link including a second predefined authorship attribute indicating
that the entity associated with the second document is an author of or contributor to content at

the first website of the first domain.

28.  The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of claim 27, wherein prior to
conditionally confirming the authorship of the first document by the entity associated with
the second document, the at least one program includes instructions to:

identify a first link in the first document that links to the second document, wherein
the first link includes the first predefined authorship attribute;

access the second document; and

determine that the second document includes the second link including the second

predefined authorship attribute.

29. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of claim 28, wherein prior to
conditionally confirming the authorship of the first document by the entity associated with
the second document, the at least one program includes instructions to, starting with the first
document, traverse links in the chain of links until the second document that includes the

second link including the second predefined authorship attribute is identified.

30.  The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-29,
including instructions to determine that the first document has a non-confirmed authorship
when no second document having the second link including the second predefined authorship

attribute can be found.

31.  The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-30,

wherein the second document includes a trusted document associated with the entity.

32. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-31,

wherein the second document includes a profile of the entity.

33.  The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-32,

wherein the second link links to a root of the first website of the first domain.
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34. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-33,
wherein the second document is hosted on a second domain that is distinct from the first

domain.

35. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of ¢laims 27-33,

wherein the second document 1s hosted on the first domain.

36.  The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-35, further
comprising instructions to add the first document to the profile for the entity responsive to

confirming authorship of the first document by the entity

37.  The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-36, further
comprising instructions to add the first document to a social networking webpage for the

entity responsive to confirming authorship of the first document by the entity.

38.  The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-37, further
comprising instructions to add information relating to the first document to a webpage

including information relating to documents that the entity authored responsive to confirming
authorship of the first document by the entity responsive to confirming authorship of the first

document by the entity.

39.  The non-transitory computer readable storage medium of any of claims 27-38, further
comprising instructions to associate the first document with the entity in a search index

responsive to confirming authorship of the first document by the entity.

40. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium storing at least one program
configured for execution by at least one processor of a system, the at least one program
comprising instructions to be executed by the at least one processor so as to perform the

method of any of claims 1-13.

41. A system, comprising;
at least one processor; and

memory storing at least one program for execution by the at least one processor;

the system including means for performing the method of any of claims 1-13.
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