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        Claims 

 

1. A frame (1) for holding a plurality of filtration assemblies (100) for 

microbiological testing, wherein the frame (1) comprises: 

 an array of supports (5) each configured to receive and support one of 

the filtration assemblies (100) on a common support plane (2), 

 connection means (6) provided on the periphery (7) of the frame (1) and 

configured to releasably connect, by a form-locking engagement, a further 

frame (1) such that the common support planes (2) of the connected frames 

(1) are contiguous, 

characterized in that the frame also comprises: 

- a plurality of filtration assemblies (100), wherein filtration assemblies 

(100) include as its elements a membrane support, a drain member 

attached to the underside of the membrane support, a reservoir 

attached to the upper side of the membrane support, and a lid attached 

to a top opening of the reservoir; and 

- a spacer (35) configured to raise the support plane (2) above a work 

surface and to define a space (37) on the underside of the frame (1), 

wherein the spacer (35) is formed as a peripheral skirt (36) of the frame 

(1) and the skirt (36) includes one or more opening(s) (38) that 

provide(s) communication between the outer periphery of the frame (1) 

and the space (37) defined on the underside of the frame (1) to allow an 

air flow to the openings of the supports (5). 

 

2. The frame (1) according to claim 1, wherein the connection means (6) 

comprises mating engagement features configured so that the adjacent 

frames (1) can be connected to and disconnected from each other by 

manual operation. 

 

3. The frame (1) according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the supports (5) 

respectively include a securing mechanism (15) configured to releasably fix 

the filtration assembly (100) when placed on the support (5).  
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4. The frame (1) according to claim 3, wherein the securing mechanism 

(15) is configured to resiliently engage with an outer circumference of the 

filtration assembly (100), preferably by a snap-fit. 

 

5. The frame (1) according to claim 1, wherein each support (5) is provided 

with an opening (9) extending through the frame and arranged so as to 

expose at least a part of a bottom portion of the filtration assembly (100) to 

the space (37) defined on the underside of the frame (1). 

 

6. The frame (1) according to claim 5, wherein the support (5) includes a 

cover element (60) suspended in the opening (9) and configured to cover 

and/or seal a discharge port (33) of the filtration assembly (100) when the 

filtration assembly (100) is placed on the support (5). 

 

7. The frame (1) according to claim 6, wherein the cover element (60) is 

suspended in the opening (9) by one or more web(s) (10) connecting the 

cover element (60) to the frame so that at least a portion of the opening (9) 

remains uncovered and exposed to the space (37) on the underside of the 

frame (1). 

 

8. The frame (1) according to any one of claims 1 and 5 to 7, wherein the 

spacer (35) is formed so that two of the frames (1) vertically stacked upon 

each other are nested inside each other.  

 

9. The frame (1) according to any one of claims 1 and 5 to 8, wherein each 

support (5) comprises a recess (11) for receiving a skirt of the filtration 

assembly (100) to be placed on the support (5).  
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10. The frame (1) according to any one of claims 1 to 9, further 

comprising: 

 coding means (25;26) associated to the frame (1) and/or each support 

(5) in the array, the coding means being in the form of machine readable 

codes, a tag or section allowing direct writing or fixing of stickers, or in the 

form of a coloring. 

 

11. The frame (1) according to any one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the 

supports (5) are arranged in an array including rows and columns. 

 

 

 

 


