
An ink jet printer has a print area (PA) where the printing of recording
paper is effected by a head (H) mounted on a carriage (610) reciprocating
in a direction of a row and a nonprint area (A1,A2) located on both sides
of the print area. The printer comprises: a paper feeding mechanism; a
suction mechanism; a drive gear (20) capable of assuming a paper-feed
driving position which is located in one of the nonprint areas (A2) for
driving said paper feeding mechanism for feeding the recording paper in a
direction perpendicular to the direction of the row and a suction driving
position for driving said suction mechanism for sucking ink from said head;
changeover means (40) disposed on said carriage for changing over a
position of said drive gear; and selecting means located in another one of
said nonprint areas for selecting a state of said changeover means when
said carriage enters said area.    


