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PRI NTI NG This invention relates to a nethod of providing visible
mar ks such as patterns, words, |ogos or indicia onto an edge of a stack
- of sheets or | eaves, partlcularly mhen the sheets or |eaves are

assenbl ed together in the 15 forn1oF $do us
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be assenbled into a book?T8 %‘?ﬁ %k NG TR S ed pages are cut to

size the a ) g p haracter at the cut edges after
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paper. vi di ng |n i.clra on e fa plurality
f bl h _ In th t hod
glsgfzged %ﬁ%¥2f%§2§§gsﬁ ﬁgggé@g ﬁ;?eyﬁafa%%§%e§?88§e%ggsengledel2?0 °

books and &hémk88k Ciapor debQE%@oﬁymaﬁﬁaé ObomPriBknyeh Printer which
places printed marks on the assenbl ed cut edges by dividing said edges

into asgri dontadnse! REVIAG éhéﬁace ksgabii 8BRasgihfetBE08Eak@ingr i Nting the
indicia and then identifying t | ocations according to the grid, and
subsequent as pcogtamning ahecopganbmegaiicneampotundppbyynt the nmarks in
accordance with the locations identified by the grid. Such
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printed in a separate operation after the books have been assenbl ed. 35

Yet anot hePonBeatEdofopkBei aPR§amarksand hagingge plunapikphPét is

'shown in US Patent 4.427.290 which is utilised in photocopiers which are
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“printing e Us patent 3. 817 492 |IIustrates a book wherein
each Ieafpgggﬁ%§ rtln% ﬁ%slts face edge prior to cutting the leaf to size
and whereby the cut passes t hrough the mark on each | eaf. The patent
does not disclose a nethod of obt ai ni ng these nmarks by deconposi ng the
synbol.to be provided on the edge of the book into its elenents prior
to placing the marks onto the | eaves. 15 In the present invention
the indiciumor indicia on the edges are formed during the printing
operation for each respective sheet or leaf in t he book. This has the
advant age that the systemis flexible, cheap, and can be wutilised on
standard printing equipnent when controlled by a m Ccr opr ocessor.
20 According to the invention, there is provided a nethod of

provi di ng at least one indiciumon the edges of a plurality of stacked
| eaves assenbl ed one on top of the other to forma book or panphlet,
each respective leaf having at | east one pignented mark at at |east one
25 predeterm ned | ocation on at | east one face of the leaf at its edge

mar gi n adj acent said edge. the assenbl age of the narks on the

i ndi vi dual faces of the | eaves formng said indiciumon the edge
‘wherein prior to placing.said-. - -at-least--one indiciumon the edges of the
| eaves the indiciumor indicia are br oken down by conputer-controlled
means into a matrix of pi RedShedtd d30 each pixel elenent is assigned
Cartesi an co-ordinates acc m n F and Y co-ordinate systemwth
Y ordi nates corresponding on of a respective leaf in the
stacked | eaves, and X co- ordlnates for said respective | eaf
corresponding to individual mark el enments on the face of a | eaf that
are r guired along said Y ordinate for formng the indiciuma). 35
Preferably each leaf is a paper |leaf, and each leaf is nmarked on its

face edge margin prior to cutting the leaf to size. the cut passing through
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said marks on each | eaf, The conputer-control |l ed neans

al so control the print neans for mar ki ng the edge margi ns of the

| eaves. The invention also provides a nethod of printing indicia

on the edge 5 of an. assenbly of sheets which takes into account the

variations in the manuf act.uri ng process when printing and assenbling )
the sheets to forma book or panphl et. Q her advantages of
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the systemare that it is easily controlled by any 10 conmon 386 or 486 -~
nlcroprocessor and |t can be used mnth cheap plaln ‘paper. The
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