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Decomposition of formates 
 
Abstract 
 
 5 

A process for decomposing formates in formate-containing compositions of matter comprises 
reacting formate-containing compositions of matter in the presence of at least one heterogene-
ous catalyst comprising lanthanum and at a temperature of from 80 to 180°C and a pressure of 
from 0.1 to 60 bar, the formate-containing compositions of matter having a pH of from 6.5 to 10 
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