
A process for easily producing from an inexpensive
material an optically active 3-hydroxypropionic ester
derivative useful as an intermediate for medicines.
The process, which is for producing an optically
active 3-hydroxypropionic ester derivative, comprises
reacting an inexpensively available acetic ester
derivative with a base and a formic ester to convert
the acetic ester derivative into a 2-formylacetic
ester derivative and stereoselectively reducing the
formyl group of the derivative with an enzyme source
having the ability to stereoselectively reduce the
formyl group of the derivative. 


