
(57) Abstract: A treating element source train (10) that comprises a
plurality of treating elements (12), with each treating element comprising
a hollow outer housing (14) closed on each end and a radiation emitting
substance encapsulated therein. The treating elements are aligned
end-to-end, and a wire (18) is wound around the exterior of the treating
elements to maintain the treating ele- ments in their end-to-end
relationship. The wire may be helically coiled about the treating elements,
or braided around them. Also, the wire may be secured to the proximal and
distal treating elements, or to each individual treating element.
Preferably, the wire is made of a radiopaque material such as gold,
platinum, platinum iridium, tungsten and tantalum. In an alternate
embodiment, the source train may be provided with an endcap (16) at either
end, with the wire jacket being secured to each endcap.    


