
Title: METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR CONTROLLING ACCESS TO A TELECOMMUNICATION OR
INTERNET SYS- TEM      [err]       Abstract: A method and system for
controlling telecommunications or computer network, e.g. Internet, access.
The system  includes a gateway server (50) connected to the network (60)
communicating with a computer terminal (51). Removable media at the
computer terminal (51) stores a gateway server address, a profile
identifier, and programming directing the terminal operating system to
access the gateway server and transmit the profile identifier. The gateway
server (50) includes a database of profiles correlated to  profile
identifiers, each profile having an access criterion, and programming
directing the access of a profile upon receipt of a profile  identifier.
The programming determines whether the access criterion is satisfied and
allows or denies network access. Optionally, the  access criterion is an
access period. Additionally, the account billing information is optionally
examined to determine whether the  user has a time or credit balance
remaining. Programming may monitor the access to disconnect the computer
terminal (51) from the  network (60) if the access criterion is not
satisfied. The method begins with identifying the user or computer terminal
(51) requesting  access to the network (60). A profile for the requestor,
including an access criterion, is accessed from a database at a gateway
server  (50). The gateway server (50) determines whether the access
criterion is met and access is allowed or denied. 


