1 A SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MANAG NG A PURCHASE OF A
PRODUCT FROM A VENDOR Field of the Invention 5 The
present invention relates to a system and net hod for
managi ng a purchase of a product froma vendor, and
in particular, but not limted to, managi ng a purchase
of a product froman Internet accessible vendor. to
Backg ' th i i

S S PSTEN ARD WERIODORWANIEINTE A PHRIHIESE gF A
pur chase al I mannerPRODUCT FROMAIVENDORI vi a retail
web sites. For instance, well known Internet vendors
such as Amazon.com provi de consuners with access 15 to
a sefieldodf thedavehtigne of products for sale, and, an
ogline interface through which products can be
purchased by buyers at the click of a button. For a
cons uhepreserthinverdion relatesup resgistem aad qethod fog renggiradupdrehase of

fr oma%oqalfao&ea YeRB8104nd ik }Sgh&ﬁ’alrl Bt hmw&% Rhndofg St uRthase
cost F @p a3|n the pro uct 1tself (1e. a “product
20 pPltwe ;Ct ‘?F?Jla” Eﬁ‘b'?j\éelnp?ferl ng the purchased

product to the consuner (ie. a "delivery cost").

copdi t oaches have been adopted by
%nsﬁ%erglrffﬁngﬁﬁﬁﬁznf‘%ﬁ rgduce the overal |l cost
incurred in acquiring a product online. For instance,

Wher @ne pRurfbt rwmaag uOfq & Eérﬁnrﬁgﬁs ag%néo%@ﬁ&t pexﬁmboeyevoh.ch o

interested I n hasi n

conBYfCRASe |a#h@aoaqﬁd>6iar°d'e agvsHiserp setﬁla\yetaﬁieée t berongiance,
t ogewlieknowa MderaétvBhdorssuck aé h&:@ﬁdn\(’ﬁmmdé\fﬂ%as‘éﬁs&fef'sﬁwlth dcBess

I
L RS SRkeRRe 3okl BLIERISE Lot 0 ek T oo
t he whith predugtsrran pe pwalyﬂSbfébseWeraﬁatyethk@f 2 btdtqoe t he

overal | cost of acquiring the product for each 30
conaner redyci ng the product price copponent for

acqul ¥ihgPHBSHEATEY Meurmed b P9 2 RRAYSHireh 48 &nlile; Yegdor
of t typically anhlucies ekleds & coshef purcirasing i tireg prpdilicd vtealfe(k. lay"product

sde y&aqiogndag cegrfsr Qéﬂ.v@rrng éma&cﬁégg@ybeacttt HRUSHERRE (e, a

the product fromthe ven Unfortunately, prior art
appr&ﬁ@ﬁ@§°ﬁénd to suffer fromcertain di sadvant ages.
35 Firstly, their effectiveness in being able to | ower

‘'t he | t
var t/f?eégrggl%ﬂ!y \%%ﬁsné’;{%.%‘réﬁé‘é r{agg 9%% Fl n%{%g %g coﬁﬁ%fne%%ﬁ Qﬁekmg to
Consrgﬁtgeghezovera!f cost incurred in acqu:rmg a product onlme For instance, where

25  a number of different consumers have been interested in purchasing the same
“product from a common online vendor, the consumers may agree to band together
and submit a “collective purchase offer” to the vendor so as to collectively increase
their purchase power over the online vendor. Consequently, the online vendor
may be encouraged to reduce the overall cost of acquiring the product for each
30  consumer by reducing the product price component for acquiring the product.
Generally, the purchase price of the product tends to be increasingly lowered by

the vendor as more buyers band together to purchase the product from the vendor.

Unfortunately, prior art approa.ches tend to suffer from certain disadvantages.
35 Firstly, their effectiveness in being able to lower the overall cost of acquiring a

product for each participating consumer is dependent upon all of the consumers



agreeing to purchase the sane specific product. Thus,
consuners seeking to acquire Jelatlvely | ess popular
products fromthe vendor generally mss out on the
cost-saving benefits obtained fromparticipating in
group purchases. 5 Secondly, prior art collective
purchase schenes have tended to be coordinated via
glnlslo%greemé droiRnsd £0¥LhONBENS Oprw@ugggga32%?r§sam2§rse@ekgng to
ill- ﬁﬂ%'rédelﬁtb(?'yM@B@@HF’MU%V efnghe ‘@né¢ff9§6@rﬁ|§yem'95 out on the
| dentchftsadnsbenpis bitGihdtbrtd bariciRtigds bloug pltieEases. 10
Summary of the Invention The present invention seeks

to alleviate at |east one of the problens described
aBov &ecendiyeprigr aibpoliedive herchase geheares havkBerfied topbeswrinated via
i nvera;hm@rfornmbagéa@b.vcﬁn@ﬁfé%@h thaftd &I ﬁé&gd%fseamnétﬂrc%d and
Enbodi nent s cl ude qone o

nventi on ma

combi H’EFF%“%far? HES‘dﬁef‘ 8% é’FﬂSP‘Eﬂ‘ Yn%&“!feésr i efReively r{de“t'xf and
desc pafigphte Inrcolectiverrdeheseswi th a first broad form the
present invention provides a nethod of 20 nmanagi ng a
purchase of a product froma vendor, the said nethod

Bei nGuspryasy oé the dnvantionr ocessi ng system and

including the steps of: (i) receiving a plurality of
urc?gse requests froma plurality of buyers, wherein
each p@a?ftﬁ nyRTtoR é‘§%k5rt8cf‘\l%‘§"’lt"s a WE‘P‘LP&% of ffwf RSPRMeRS gpscribed
i ndi elxveirgelafiorao thepaoiuet | nt ended for purchase from
t he vendor by the respective buyers; 25 (ii)

enerating a collective purchase order based on the

% ur &g prosest invende Mag Hvelve egyaebdiffergnidsqas forgyi Bmbodiments of
'COld! eﬁtlhvéﬁtlthMQﬁﬁlﬁled@bg@b; bﬁ\ﬁbdhﬁh*::zﬁ%oﬁ of ﬁlértliiﬁérém l:l))roatd hforms
i ndi each product soug or purchase by e
plurgﬁgb%gstﬁuyers and, information indicative of a
delivery l|ocation for t he products to be purchased;

(111 h et WG atfing be‘aH |f(ﬁﬁ|t {h\é?r&HﬁtQM§€onQJr6iﬁ’cfestaométH@d of
éﬁndor to effg% Eﬂﬁrc a r oduct

er BPIFING? RUEETEH G Cﬁfma} R HEEr. fherral rePqdRsing qpgieple

cri tesiriges precessieg systemyareiosdudirg tiettepsaf:ned f or

del i vey ng there@é”rr‘ajﬁsﬁ?rl \%%%&a&é’g&%% flofh &N Blraty of

dellvery | ocation
del i QAP WSS SathRGRAY RURNaRR E?ﬁ'éﬁSFSt'SW"@FS @M?@nﬂwwatwe ofa
acc qrrd:ammtemetl Horaupheddioar the V@ﬂo;ﬂdylth&r&ﬁpe@ﬁe%yérer I a,

wher e:c gl) the elngrgffﬂ‘tgeg Pli%rcﬁ\)eoﬂjrcﬁ?e glfdr,r1 Easeg on tp{ef'e rp \Ahalrta(hof

cost each buyer ivery
woul Tecebted duighase r@@uqsﬁc 6di¢ celleijvecrirdhasngrder lbgluchrm‘ afoamatien
t O tififcaVes BEERNTroRISt SIghtvRF Yurdhase by the plurality of buyers, and,
information indicative of a delivery location for the products to be purchased;
_ (i) submitting the collective purchase order to the vendor to effect purchase of
30  the products, wherein, by reference to a predetermined delivery cost criteria, a
delivery cost is determined for delivering the purchased products together to the
delivery location; and
(iv) allocating portions of the delivery cost amongst the plurality of buyers in
accordance with a predetermined allocation criteria, wherein, the allocated portion
35  of the delivery cost for each buyer is less than a delivery cost which would
otherwise be incurred by each buyer by reference to the predetermined delivery



cost criteria, if the products purchased in the
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30  that exceeds a basic weight of the shipment. Yet in alternative methodologies, a
basic shipping cost may be fixed at a relatively low cost in the event that a
threshold number of products are purchased by the buyer. Yet in a further
embodiment, the shipping cost can be based on a volumetric space occupied by
the purchased product(s) of each buyer, and/or, the weight of the product(s)

35 purchased.



Typically, the predeterm ned allocation criteria used
to allocate portions of the delivery cost to
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30  participating buyers.

Typically, the communication network may include the Internet, an intranet, a

WAN, a LAN or any other suitable communication link. The remote terminals may

include at least one of a PDA, a notebook computer, a mobile phone, andfor a
35, desktop computer. |



Typically the present invention may include the step
of providing a web site (hereinafter referred to as
the "admi nistrator web site") adapted to assist in
facilitating at |east one of the nethod steps in
accordance with the first broad form of the present
i nvention. For instance, the adm nistrator web site
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30
(d) information indicating the single delivery location associated with the
proposed collective purchase order;
(e) information indicating a URL and/or IP address associated with a web
35 . site of he vendor; '

{f) information indicating the organiser’s identity;



be activated when a buyer seeks to join the collective
purchase order. Preferably, tye advertisenent may be
created online by the organiser using 5 advertisenent
creation software running on the adm nistrator web
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Typically, the present invention includes the step of providing an index of such
30  advertisements wherein the index may be sortable and/or searchable by reference
to at least one of the above-mentioned search parameters. Advantageously, and
in contrast to the prior art, interested buyers may be able to conveniently and
expeditiously identify a proposed collective purchase order which may be
compatible with the buyer's specific needs.
35 . .
Typically, whilst advertisements may be displayed on the administrator web site
- after creatic_a_n by an organiser, the collective purchase order associated with the
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advertisenents 35 di splayed on the adm ni strator web

S|te grospectlve buyer may decide to
refera ly, the present invention may include the step of prospective buyers

submitting their purchase requests to the central server via the remote terminal for
processing. For instance, during the course of searching through advertisements
35 displayed on the administrator web site, a prospective buyer may decide to
participate in a suitable collective purchase order described in one of the



participate in a suitable collective purchase order
described in one of the 8 advertisenents by

submtting a purchase request %ia the administrator

web site. The purchase request may typically include
at least one of the follow ng details: (a) information
identifying the proposed collective purchase order

whi ch see articipate in:. (b) .
"t o ioGee Y SupnfigS 2 i BrlkRt e b At i ol ste
t he gheswelase veguedi g typicsllydresbide atjeasb opanf diedfellowingdntatisie
vendor; 10 (c) i nformati on indicating t he nunber of

product(s) to be pur sed from e vendor

P o molel o' PRRTRUER 1R s oaged SPGB Pzt oder whi
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central serwrd vdn@sr: processi ng. Typically, upon

subm ssion of the buyer's details, this information
may be stored into the nmenory store of the centra
server .(dR5 |igforgwtion|indicatittodi meneteryoyaluehof magk emeduct to be

i nvention, 'ﬁurcﬁﬁéédtﬂ%metm! 'v%?@n@l hadotal RORSAS GHILY 8f product(s)

Egyers may Qe ablgFi su g? Dur rchase requests for
ocessing 0WPF RYESHEERL 3??‘@ 'speci fying a

particular collective purchase order which has being

advertiged. JsRbndl rtﬁJtéi\QQﬁ thé tb‘?os?écgﬁ@%‘ﬁf/érv?ucp L his/FBY name,

sinply be reQU|red to subm etails of the product
sought to bé& ﬁﬁ?%ﬁ%%?achq%ﬁ"‘ér, together with
information indicating a general |ocation at which a
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del i wher e SI n
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Jros and
C her B st el 105 HEPRER Ly SRkFnG (R ESPaie or e
pur cteakd sewefuest to a conpatible collective purchase
dier Typically, the present invention may allow the

buyer In certainpembodlmgnts of the present invention, it may be envisaged that
prospective buyers may be able to submit purchase requests for processing

- without necessarily specifying a particular collective purchase order which has
being advertised. For instance, the prospective buyer may simply be required to

30 submit details of the product sought to be purchased, andfor, together with
| information indicating a general location at which a product sought to be purchased
should ideally be delivered, wherein, the processing system may be adapted fo
automatically identify which one of the advertised collective purchase orders, if

any, may be compatible with the prospeciive buyer's needs, and thereafter,

35  automatically allocating the buyer's purchase request to a compatible collective
purchase order. Typically, the present invention may allow the buyer an option of



9 selectively rejecting and/ or accepting the
automatically allocated collegtive purchase order, if
so desired. Preferably, the purchase requests

submtted by buyers to the central server may 5 be
stored in the central server nenory store before
generating a collective purchase order based on the
gle:J r %lﬁlleét%elgf Ee%y ol apr%érc th‘%(ge% uE_Jge auef 2:}; mafic V aq{c]Jcebte tco{ %:tlve
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when a threshold condition has been detected
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"trusted" |eve vant ageou
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The particular status level which nay be assigned
to a given organi ser nay depend upon a performance
hi st or yi) ok “julier @vgani ser. Typically, each organi ser
may

(i} a“senior” level; and

25

(iiiy a “trusted” level.

' Advantageously, the step of implementing a three-tiered hierarchy of organisers
may assist the administrator in monitoring the reliability, trustworthiness and/or
30 revenue-generating capacity of each participating organiser.  Organisers which
are perceived as being deficient in at least one or more of these performance
categories may be periodically dispensed with by the adminisirator. Conversely,
organisers which are able to democnstrate these performance attributes may be

retained and/or promoted up the hierarchy accordingly.

35 .

- The particular status level which may be assigned to a given organiser may
~ depend upon a performance history of the organiser. Typically, each organiser may



10 initially be assigned the "junior" status |evel

and nmay progress through the “senior level"” to the
“"trusted level" as the organi ser successfully

organi ses nore and nore collective purchase orders.
Typically, a benefit in rising to a higher level is

that the organiser's opportunities for generating a
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Pay neemaisde By/ibe gendor to the administrator and/or to the trusted organisers from the

administrator may be settied on a monthly basis typically utilising an automated

elecironic payments system.

Preferably, the present invention may include the step of automatically formatting a
35 .user display running on the remote terminal, so as to present both the
administrator web site, and, a vendor web site simuitaneously. The automatic

formaiting of the remote terminal display may be triggered whenever a buyer



Preferably, the present invention may include the step
of automatically formatting a,;; 35 user display running
on the renote termnal, so as to present both the

adm ni strator web site, and, a vendor web site

si mul taneously. The automatic formatting of the
renote termnal display nay be triggered whenever a
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IookPWQmé %ﬂﬂéaﬂanﬁﬁd@n webiguct i nformation on the
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pF odugliof rom the 20 vendor. Preferably, the present
i nvention includes the step of assigning at |east one
of a plurality of update authorisation statuses to a
buyer associated with the collective purchaser order
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col l ective purchase order. Typically, the said update
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Preferably, the extent to which the collective purchase order may be able to be

modified includes an extent to which purchase requests received from buyers may

30  be able to be excluded from the collective purchase order.
Typically, the said update authorisation statuses include at least one of:

- a‘“remove" status which enabies the buyer to cancel only its own purchase
35 request from the collective purchase order; and/or



a "renove" status which enables the buyer to cance
only its own purchase 35 reqys gst fromthe collective
purchase order; and/or 12 a "reject" status which
enabl es the organi ser to cancel any other buyer's
purchase request fromthe collective purchase order.
Typically, the organiser of the collective purchase
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Typically, the interface includes the web site. 15
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performed: 20 (a) the delivery cost allocated to each
of the plurality of buyers participating in the
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with the collective purchase order may be
re-determned in view of the excluded purchase

I eqUegdically b iflerfRETHoR8dsQRe REY4AR! € by the vendor in
exchange for receiving the collective purchase order
iy be re-determ ned by reference to the excluded 30
purchase request; 13 (d) the closing criteria may be
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wi t 'PTRECol | ecti ve purchase 5 order include at | east
one of: (i) costs payable by buyers to the organiser
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20 {a) the delivery cost allocated to each of the plurality of buyers

participating in the collective purchase order may be re-determined in view of the
 excluded purchase request by reference to the predetermined delivery cost

allocation criteria; and/or

25 (b) nen-delivery related costs associated with the collective purchase
order may be re-determined in view of the excluded purchase request;

(c) a commission payable by the vendor in exchange for receiving the
collective purchase order may be re-determined by reference to the excluded
30  purchase request;



purchase requests in the collective purchase order; 10
(ii) arbitrary costs payable by buyers to the

organi ser which nmay be |npose% by t he organi ser such
as organi ser delivery costs for delivering purchased
products fromfor instance, an organiser's prem ses,
to the buyer s prem ses, and/or, costs associated with
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invention.

d steps ina

It would therefore be apparent to a person skilled in the art that the present
30 invention described herein may provide certain benefits over the prior art.
Advantageously, the present invention may assist in alleviating the delivery cost
component per buyer participating in any given collective purchase order, and
therefore, the total cost incurred per buyer in acquiring a product online. That is,
the present invention may conveniently exploit the delivery cost criteria used to
35  caleulate the delivery cost component by grouping purchased products together for
.delivery fo a single location. In contrast, with prior art approaches the vendor has

generally resorted to iowering the cost of a specific product itself in response to



need not necessarily be the sanme type of product in
order for the participating buyers to benefit from
the collective purchase. This y be nore conveni ent
than prior art approaches in which a comon product
Is generally required to be purchased in order for a
group of buyers to generate sufficient purchasing

power, 10 yer t he vendor so t cost of
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component of the products so as to reduce its profit
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shipped together to the designated single delivery location for pickup by the
participating buyer's. The vendor need not lower the product purchase price
component of the products so as to reduce its profit margin. Moreover, the vendor
may not even be aware that a collective purchase order is being implemented as
35 the vendor may simply perceive that it selling a large number of products to a

single buyer in a single purchase transaction. Thus, from the vendor's point of



Brief Description of the Drawings 5 The present
invention wll becone nore fully understood fromthe
following detailed description of a preferred but
non-limting enbodi ment thereof, described in
connection with the acconpanyi ng draw ngs, wherein: 10
- Figure I includes a system di agram of a corrputeri sed
syst | i.s.used in.accordance
= op b iy P G GRS TS bbbt eyl e
- Fi gweserxingtponanduefekiginelintenferenceadl y depi cting the
steps involved in 15 performng the nethod in
accordance with the first enbodi nent of the present
i nvemdriefiDescriptipn of thaBrawingscr een shot of the
adm ni strator web site as viewed on a browser of a
buyer termnal in accordance with the first 20
enmbodherdigsenta ifventiorriwjl pecomes mes fully sodessipods frem the ofatjowing
the p&idd dboripticVorQf prafelddyRl nod-RhitAd@hbodimenineleof Bscrived
adm nj st ra{.or ﬁﬁgﬁ site has He n automatically
f or Mt LEFYY B LEPRATYNG ArapEgs N endor “ web site.
25 Detail ed Description of the Preferred Enbodi nents A
gd) rst Sngog' HigUHs 1QiﬁctIJd@§a@§/§§ﬁ @tagf'aﬂ"lva’rbt édPr\’buiMl;l.eld s?ﬁem which
escri be erein w
Referring fi'f4$&0yn peFofergee "i't% tf‘ﬁg'e#’ioij §’leg%Hftﬁ)UFtrFé‘i’ﬂ°d'i"§"t of
i mpl enment ed tuspragenginventoput er i sed syst em having a
central server (2) which includes a standard desktop
PC, and, a plurality of buyer term nals &ewhich _
i ncl ude des iFigpe Bciows &ofﬂ”ﬁmrbbrﬁé‘{”?élﬁ‘%ﬁ'"? sgps jprpleed in
The central peftrn@i the2hethsd mra@gcrradn&el drgﬁ meﬁ&tmbémmmt ofb the
several fun of which includes hosting a we
site (ie. %Hsgmnvgﬁr#l%ﬂi strator web site") via which
buyers are able to create, join, and/or 16 coordinate

col | ective mglﬁ@asﬁo\@raiwéenwhwamrddamﬁst@@r Uvbl?isiféadsi\ﬁt@ved
vendors. The er termﬁ)ls@ﬁ.% e able to l#?th first
br owser soft\ﬂa?erwsgrvﬂﬁ THUBTy EFRind, D gEeilapee with the firs

Int er f ace wietmhodilentzaai ni strator web site. It is
concei vabl e that certai n WAP-

- Figure 4 shows a screen shot from the point of view of a buyer
terminal in which the administrator web site has been automatically

formatted to be displayed on top of a vendor web site.

25
Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments
A first embodiment of the present invention will be described herein with reference
to Figs. 1 to 4.

30

Referring firstly to Fig. 1, the first embodiment is implemented using a
computerised system having a central server (2) which includes a standard
desktop PC, and, a plurality of buyer ferminals (3) which include desktop PCs,
portable notebook PCs, or PDAs.  The central server (2) is programmed to
35 perform several functions one of which includes hosting a web site (ie. the

“administrator web site") via which buyers are able to create, join, andfor



enabl ed nobil e phones may al so be suitable for use as
buyer termnals (3) in this enbodi nent. The buyer
termnals (3) are comruni cably connected to the

central server (2) via a communication network (5)

whi ch by way of exanple only, includes the Internet
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transactl ons hierarc I nvol ves assi g
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I's: (he)nteh¢tuni or” level; 25 (b) a "senior" level; and

(c) a "trusted" level. Organi sers (3) are all

initially assigned the "junior' status |level and are
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an |W0@\Qt‘$ve to rise up the hierarchy as this

increases their opportunities to generate a revenue

stre or thensel v Bot h un| or nd seni or
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However j uni or orgtanl sers are required
act UBYqNps 6%%’&"?”&0{%0'@9@ 13) With opgyPf|tireq piotes Blﬁ‘?‘%hﬁ’éb‘s orders
they have created, senior organisers (3) are not
required & )o do, . lor'-TéL%: adm ni strator (2) derives
revenue on a co ssioh fee basis froma plurality of
partici pati ng vendors (6a, 6b) based upon the anpunt of
wust oner (by af f4d gedidrakvdi:nge- di rected towards the
vendor's web site fromthe 5 admi nistrator web site,

and, based upon a percentage of actual revenue raised
by (c) a “trusted” level.

Organisers (3) are all initially assigned the “junior” status level and are able to be
30 promoted up the hierarchy through the “senior level” to the “trusted level” based
upon the number of successful collective purchase orders that they organise.
Organisers (3) are also provided with an incentive to rise up the hierarchy as this
increases their opporiunities to generate a' revenue sfream for themselves.

35 -Both junior and senior organisers, (3) are restricted {o generating revenue by
charging other buyers a fee for participating in collective purchase orders which they
have initiate_d. However, whilst junior organisers are required to actually participate



the vendors (6a,6b) as a result of collective purchase
orders that are placed with t vendors (6a, 6b). The
anount of a conmi ssion fee that is payable to the

adm nistrator (2) is 10 automatically nonitored by

the use of affiliate codes enbedded in various
icons/hypertext i nks on the adninistrator web site
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Fi g.vesdorsi§ablor gani ser account can be created online
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enbo u er a new acc
t he Dlt!ﬁi}ﬂé‘i?SfiQ‘,“ %ﬁﬁﬁ@fstfi@ﬁ@t ilise the account to manage
its activities as both a participating buyer when

ekj.ng to [Qin other coll ep se orders,
I oty bF iR i3 dps e iin of i RSP HHEIn 4 ppron
whi céf thiaeachaly esmmissigr feel reiceivext by thenddmininteajers(2hdwm vendors
coII@ﬁ%bve purchase orders. 30 After opening the
organi ser's new account, the organiser (3) is able to
then create an advertisement for a pr oposed
col | woen wéuysn(3)isasks orethate a hbw sollst®p puschiyeoardéry he must first
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-buyer is able to ulilise the account to manage its activities as both a participating
buyer when seeking to join other collective purchase orders created by other
organisers, or, as an organiser in which the buyer itself initiates and manages new
collective purchase orders.

30
Adter opening the organiser's new account, the organiser (3) is able to then create
an advertisement for a proposed collective purchase order. This step is broadly
represented at block (200) in Fig. 2. and involves the organiser (3) selectively
entering advertisement parameters into a standard template via the administrator

35  web site. The organiser (3) is required fo submit at least the following details in

 setting up an advertisement:



the single delivery location of for the collective
purchase order; 5 * the vendgé identity; the IP
address and/or URL of the vendor web site; rel evant
currency information; relevant exchange rate
information; a subm ssion condition for submtting
the collective purchase order. This 10 includes
either a ti e fdeadl i ne imt on the nunber of
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bef ore ¢t thetordmmisstdminid, dation,capd tontank detailBl | on such as
how t he, d js calculated for delivery of

t he pur ch?sé)\é&[uxm%?%{)rg information regarding a tine
at whi ch ﬁwm@s@ﬂvqml@@mgm of feyierotlediee putchasdrierct ed by
parti mpaﬁnengnm;@gﬁﬁyf romthe single delivery

| ocati on; ment et hod by which the

or gani ser ']eéptaedrﬁ%s %S%HUR%\Pﬁth%\Wg?rt“{eé’éﬁ%nts are

event uad | yel@iasfpuayes imsimbfive; adm ni strator web site and
are sear trzel?abltee Lk e}‘a ence Lo at | east the follow ng
search par t'e7€e9n Fea PripEo; ngl e delivery

| ocat i O'n a s@bissidrecqudiiohutor subyppiéng ta golRBtiecdurdhhige order. This

ygndor' s lnGIGEIEs' dither dtintlieBdiPe Sr.tPoé/\fﬁ‘m?Jh the ﬁc.m%eg oftly&tS that can
shot of the admnistrator web site havi ngm{iﬁ%( pert ext
'0

links di s{PBBYCARENVRBHCHaSE oderRegre { ip ke ugh
act i ve «C Obdse Bifdrivigtionpustchmisy 10 delivery cbsilis tanstaigacer, delivery of

Fig, 3, tiﬁ%gﬁﬁﬁas%hﬁa%dhﬁ&' udes a set of hypertext 30

i nks representative cities i n which various
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on the adm tQ e wwth only basic details
of the(%ol I grk:etslt"{??e pl)“ﬁr clﬁ%aglgﬁ order being provided '

initially. Also, whilst the advertisenent is displayed
{b) the product type; and

23 (c) the vendor's identity.

Figure 3 shows an example screen shot of the administrator web site having

hypertext links disposed thereon for a user to sort through active collective
_ purchase orders. For instance, in Fig, 3, the web site includes a set of hypertext
30 links representative of cities (7) in which various collective purchase orders are

currerdly active, or, are pending activation. The buyers can progressively identify

relevant collective purchase orders of interest to them after first clicking on a

relevant city hypertext link (7) and a further hierarchy of hypertext links are

provided relating to other search parameters such as product type, vendor type
" 35 andsoon. ) N



via the adm nistrator web site, the actual collective
purchase order to which it 5 13 | ates is not yet
acceSS|bIe by ot her buyers (3f until it has been
"activated" by the relevant organiser (3). In order
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relate to “computer brand”, “computer hardware instalied”, “computer software
installed” and so on.

_ in cases where a new or highly specialised type of product is to be the purchased
35 | from a vendor, it is useful for the organiser to create an_entirely new and more
suitable template. The administrator web site interface provides editing software

by which an organiser is able to either amend an existing purchase request
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parameters:

Cost component 1 (“C1") — representative of the total product cost incurred
30 by each buyer. This is the sum of the total cost of each line item
purchases of each buyer. Total cost of each line item is determined by the
quantity * dollar value of the product purchased in that line item.

Cost component 2 (“C2") - Total cost due to charges to be spilt amaong all
35 _ ' partlmpatlng buyers. For example, Per Shlpment cost whlch is split among
the partlmpatlng buyers.



exanple, if the organiser feels that it will be
necessary to unpack certain Bﬁrchased products, then
he can include an additional Charge for 5 perform ng
the service at for instance, at 50 cents per item
Cost component 4 ("C4") - Total cost per participating
buyer. For exanple, if the organiser is providing a
| ocal delivery service hinmself, he can include |[oca
delivery charges at say 5 dollar per participating
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systen1autonat|callg. ‘he sum of cgst conponents ,
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t enpAAEYe ot 822BELY 15 eerd? PRAFI2BIE't ed from exi sti ng
tenpl ates, or, created using editing software

accessible via the adm nistrator web site. New cost
c onpUife AlgarizaipBhtie se@ieth te mamdiraeiteraiheyabove st Fomrenent
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aut omati c_processin he costs 35
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col |V@qur\%@eplﬁsd’ﬁt5§|a§ purchase request templates, cost component templates

are able to be either edited from existing templates, or, created using editing
software accessible via the administrator web site. New cost component templates

30 are automatically stored into the library and the index is automatically updated with
a new entry reflecting the inclusion of a new cost component template.

After all the cost component information has been entered. into the. cosis
component template, the organiser can activate automatic processing of the costs
35  component information stored therein by clicking on a “Process Costs” icon



order and to cal cul ate the total cost for the

coll ective purchase order Mhl?? payable to the
vendor (6a, 6b), and, an overa cost payabl e per buyer
based on the 5 costs conponent information entered
into the costs conmponent tenplate in accordance mﬁth
the organi ser defined cost conponent paraneters "
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30 In order for a prospective buyer to join an active collective purchase order of
interest to him/her after reviewing the displayed advertisemeni(s) on the
~ administrator web site, the buyer will click on a “submit purchase requesf icon or
hypertext link disposed adjacent to the advertisement on the terminal browser.
Whenever the icon or hypertext link is clicked on by the buyer, affiiate code
35 embedded in the icon or link is programmed to automatically causes the following .

actions to occur:



purchases that are directed toward the vendor; and (b)
the browser screen on the buygé termnal splits in two
to show 5 the adm nistrator b site and vendor web
site side-by-side. An exanple of the split-screen
format is shown in the screen-shot in Fig. 4 in which
the buyer term nal browser has been autonatically
formatted to di spl ay .t he m, ni.s t or [
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t he vendor as part of the collective purchase or der.
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0 Iat cqui'sition o
pr oda'@'t"fqaé? fiomdhe vmowmrof thaecoﬁecéyﬁ @frd]?ﬁ@ oules The buyer will
buy etheRYE iR t6 BRILARE f’blldvﬁndlfe%ﬁj InYo fHRERSAREt ed at
?#ock (400) in Fig. 2. If the buyer is a first
me participant in a coIIectlve pur chase order, then
a nef@) buyer naxe enthtontest detailstafdhe buyeh eeakingdb pedicipd@a)n the
of the Ce%&h@we%@k%&kcﬁﬁ} using the submtted buyer
details. This information is able to be |ater
retrieved and used by the central server (2) in for
i nst @jice dfef embe 0gideatfieent ther @odets) @woghirfet ptrcmge tfom the
the olleﬁ&;ye purchase order. Once the buyer
account I's ‘enabl es the buyer to 35 conmence
participating as a mere buyer in any collective
pur ciegpse HedREMity 6iithe gréducs) kot faMpuathg8dirh@ the ivBndor; and
initiating new collective purchaser orders. 24 In
this enbodi nent, the central server (2) is adapted to
moni idbr  atherhugerlsdack acsovnd idetatsrvia wiible tunds/ will e uagrbla laterepay
Pl | ecti Veyr Harehasitn o ﬂ@aucamémw@enebrosed and, to
automatically notify the relevant organiser mhen t he
cl osi ng condition has been
Te step of processing buyer purchase requests is broadly represented at block

(400) in Fig. 2.

30 If the buyer is a first time participant in a collective purchase order, then a new
buyer account is created in the database (2a) of the central server (2) using the
submitted buyer details. This information is able to be later retrieved and used by
the central server (2} in for instance effecting payment transactions relating to the
collective purchase order. Once the buyer account, this enables the buyer to

35 commence participating as a mere buyer in any coflective purchase orders, or, to

act as an organiser in initiating new collective purchaser orders.



met. For instance, the central server (2) is adapted
to conveniently send an SMs 5 ssage or e-nai
nmessage to the rel evant organ?ggr automatically via
the comuni cation network when the threshol d cl osing
condi tions has been detected. Thereafter, once the
threshold condition is detected as being net in
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woul d
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for the coliective purchase order for it to achieve its intended cost benefits if
submitted to the vendor (61,6b) to effect the purchase. In this embodiment, the
35  vendor (6a,6b) is able to communicate with the central server (2), for instance, in
order to notify the central server (2) that a particular product intended for purchase
is out of stock. Therefore it would be apparent to a person skilled in the art that
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30  represented by the loop (900) in Fig. 2.

Before actually submitting the collective purchase order to the vendor and thereby
being liable for payment, the organiser can request that certain participating buyers
be required to provide payment to the organiser (3) upfront in order fo minimise the

35 organiser’s exposure to risk. This is required for instance from participating buyers
who have not previously placed a purchased request before and whose reliability
has therefore not yet been verified. |



35 organiser's exposure to risk. This is required for.
i nstance from participating bgyers who have not

previ ously placed a purchased request before and whose
reliability has therefore not yet been verified. 26
Once a group buy is closed, further steps are required
by the organiser before the «collective purchase order

can %Eé* Ql o“p Fﬁy R %B@é& E}E‘ﬂigt sgéatsl'e?e %?Lﬂt%g rbﬁfﬂ% or%anlser ?ehor{-: the

proces
any &B'FPWﬁtpur?am@%r o ipetHaliyrbe suRpided tathe Fensias ror proEessing.

tinme Irparstenfbloﬂlﬁrbhtnlrsbwy@efsérymﬂﬂ anﬁlﬂﬁrﬁntﬁﬁ@ﬂéﬁtﬁdhlcﬂ_&% expected
orga

t he grlar%grlrst % g?rg érpa(fm% Blge{s ha\xﬁ celvegsll'ge orgarp iser },ﬁ clr& on

m ni aus
t énplatieont Habis fisrlayehtondthe @dmlf@trefpgaﬁb sée whiph causes a new

conphedigido tmﬁegeemaltam @Q:mmr for cbiSietPh IaRE %ﬁﬁplét@ prompts

verl n st at us artjcipatin
Ve Lo BAE Vet Brvtenl e b ol D o % Sonelie
or gaRpirskaseri gdqrr orhpteatierbipe btmenlm rmbrameied by the tefmplate to confirm

V\'h et RREthEpLIREIS h%vﬁeeh er@&nfe@ %Sfr%? @%( Wik '[n‘?r@ tpamél pétlnF; %tuyers

# fngarftrcr atrn% %ers
a1 o {178 BieglamPBls alioys éB%Pfqaﬂ'F%’u‘BrPOBE’WPsPaYTﬁ'@S “the
t enpleatplatenbls® alfdwlsOos otdaeisar igatheckes “pay lathe tlox @ofrgpynding to
Iate

7 parePeEiA S Ra0s! BiugRunPHERIRE dTpREh b Y B6fh
upfront Once this paynment checking procedure has
been conpl eted, an icon becones 15 active on the
adm Ohet that mymesthcheciirg potdautehiasviszed codplblt t arOcde becomes

ﬁ?ge!a&]i% orWhE gdrhmgtr?tgﬁgé;b sgtE k\){%ﬁ?} \Qg:%j%rub%? YX{L %ettrte? ¥Vﬁh the

order Is In

ic onnwfri'ee Yangerdo whigh fhe; ordyr deintepdedipbe éh'?'ﬁ'é?ﬁ Fandnstapce,

on. {Hp@sn flay BKIiitRYSUIGT OBINto AmathrisddhAY@fsoh. t he buyer
term nal via which the 20 buyer/organiser is
interacting with the central server is automatically
adj usted so as to present both the adm nistrator web
si t eUpoanglickigg \ibe dean. vieislisplayed Snnihet byveo dgmnal viehavhich the

20 RiysidrgHnREr MRRrSdth@wittth e&ritdi 2RRFis ehemendaneadﬁer&% as

web site ay screen.

adni ‘ﬁ.PgﬁsrrﬁPS{Dqtﬁeﬁda'@r'?t@q‘H.@ea Sﬁ?sa"&e% ‘éﬁ“F’%f "lsﬁb Sftﬁ é'm”ha”e"“gy
pr odihetgdgijnistratob eeb pity ishrasitichefl @bowwebd veraiot weh pitet omifle same
buy efispiyiskistn.t he vendor web site initially shows the
honme page of the retailer. As the organiser clicks on
each product's URL on the admnistrator web site

%l SFM dgdverl' tﬁé) ra{jren?rﬁsggtgre 2 bpsrltg spLe\y? egb Hﬁ%gf élvs E)rro t(lﬁ)GYoege
bot twrmgieﬂé@w)ach naﬁt@lp@hrwmysremhﬂstéh@@nmrm@byiter isitiglyshoiatge

t he Hoﬁr%%&@&ﬂ tAd retdhel. NRs EBredniter ik orV&Rh SHddBct3 UFESSh the
foriﬁach in order to subm

t he BPBaP et sl AR P PRINAATEHETEEh pags i fetteve for

display on the vendor web site display (ie the bottom screen). The organiser is
30  simply referencing the information in the administrator web site screen for each
buyer's product details in order to submit the order for each buyer in turn via the

vendor screen below accordingly.

At the same time that the collective purchase order is actually submitted {o the
35  vendor, the organiser also transmits the appropriate funds to the vendor, as



vendor screen bel ow accordingly. At the sanme tine that
the collective purchase order,is actually submtted to
the 35 vendor, the organiser”also transmts the
appropriate funds to the vendor, as 27 cal cul ated by
the central server (2), to cover the purchase price of
t he requested products and other incidental costs. At
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30
Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the invention described herein is
susceptible to variations and modifications other than those specifically described
without departing from the scope of the invention. All such variations and
modification which become apparent to persons skilled in the art, should be

35  congidered to fall within the spirit and scope of the invention as broadly
hereinbefore described. It is to be understood that the invention includes all such
variaﬁons and modifications. Th_e invention also includes all ef the steps and



Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the

i nvention described herein is2 susceptible to
variations and nodifications 8ther than those
specifically described wthout departing fromthe
scope of the invention. Al such variations and
nodi fi cati on which becone apparent to persons skilled
o RO SR8, GTLRLRG, |yl PHbbAL
her eianberfdsllsorpisationhef@ny two ar moteof lseid aledeerdeatises. t hat

the invention includes all such wvariations and

nodi fi cations. The invention also includes all of the
steps and 28 features, referred or indicated in the
specification, individually or collectively, and any
and all conbinations of any two or nore of said steps
or features. 529 WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 1. A nethod of
managi ng a purchase of a product froma vendor, the
said nethod being operable using a processing system
and including the steps of: 5 (i) receiving a
plurality of purchase requests froma plurality of
buyers, wherein each of said purchase requests

i ncludes information indicative of a product intended
for purchase fromthe vendor by the respective buyers;
(ii) generating a collective purchase order based on
the plurality of received purchase requests, said

col l ective purchase order including information 10

i ndi cative of each product sought for purchase by the
plurality of buyers, and, information indicative of a
delivery location for the products to be purchased;
(iii) submtting the collective purchase order to the
vendor to effect purchase of the products, wherein,
by reference to a predeterm ned delivery cost

criteria, a delivery cost is determ ned for delivering
the products together to the 15 delivery |ocation;
and (iv) allocating portions of the delivery cost
anongst the plurality of buyers in accordance with a
predeterm ned allocation criteria, wherein, the

al l ocated portion of the delivery cost for each buyer -
is less than a delivery cost which would otherw se be
i ncurred by each buyer by reference to the 20
predeterm ned delivery cost criteria, if the products
purchased in the collective purchase order are
delivered separately to each of the plurality of
buyers. -



2. Anethod as clained in claim11 including the step
of delivering the purchased %oducts to a single
delivery location. 25 3. A nethod as clainmed in any
one of clainms 1 or 2 wherein the predetermn ned
delivery cost criteria is based on a per shipnent
basis and not a per itembasis. 30 4. A nethod as

cl ai of clainms 1 to 3 wherein the

al | oc@?ﬁ‘tﬁ &I:L)r{'}q'tggr?sl a includes distributing the
delivery cost evenly anongst the plurality of buyers.

5| Aqnet h%dnétﬁo@bf@h%glnb 3 p%lgﬁﬁaéé"&' ePBroHLlﬂ:? fr@ﬁ]%c\ﬂ:ﬁ'lﬂ&gthe said
cl ai ns | e 0 e via

She. BTePRPRgORTets R 2o e oy e i s S

récei ved fronvachiginglaupitaliyyofopurthagerrsque8® frain aAplurality of

et h@gye?ss whrdh %Eéh dr @auéBNrcﬁ’d%@ rQuedtif IEPJe%‘?r%’r}n@ﬂonqllmcﬁéaH@e ofa
i ncluding the step havi ng one o lurality of

buy ePLIY \f@?”t’?%f%@“ﬁ‘aﬁ? E%g‘éde’&?r Peiee WBBCEJW‘&H%%
order qi) t he wednesitihga dlidttiveApiretidae drdes badedi areitle iplurality of
cl ai F@cglvéd’]ﬁur%%@geq%ﬁﬁs s:‘.%@pcoﬁéctlper gﬂ/rb%'sggnﬁpm'cl'[]&%ﬁﬁ(lmﬂfrmat d:m

advert| senen
ilf cindicative qhueasie Pivddh Sought &3 RUEChasea Py HEbFP"é!’a'BX/ of buyers, and,

r ef ernwnmalohmd&htadee;as telRar |Rbtichhe thedrbdisisn@beRacHRBed;

par ane ? S- olﬁ ttl% ﬁig co\{ecﬂ é?rghaatsé %Pde??sg')%l \%‘ﬁgg tg‘e fect

t he osed C
t ypepwﬁhaéﬁ @ethe fopndugis rvo‘ﬁm bwrefﬁetmeto [Briopsiastined dehvery cost

col | ggériave deFWéFyCébﬁﬁes B&16teined 3B deRVerh§ thePpr¥®IBE@Abgether to the
i.ch products are intended to be 15

entit
Eﬂrcﬂ%%%ﬁcmémnﬁmﬁethod as clainmed in any one of clains
1 to 8 (wher ei nallobaing ebitipey pf theodsdiveinp nost reoiongs gheaplurality of

le aSBuy@F&e i bc@rdabdd With% pdetefmBEP SRR~ @hterllfﬂr\ﬂm K the

whi recogni sable to at | east sone of
pl ur%ﬂ"Fi“?ﬂ B‘P““Hh?fe‘P% deliyery oSt T gRefHHer S less maﬁe?dd‘?"ﬁe’ﬁﬁ%*
one which heoutr ethedviseg bel @icoreed gl eabihnguyenebstrefprencd to the

sl | @8@1&5}9‘"%? fd%ﬁ‘ve]éf &4t %ﬁ%& U th Mokl RldhhsedOh 1M ¥8feStive
In e ange 1 or Vi dg
purchase order are delivere separate!y to each of the plurality of buyers.

2. A method as claimed in claim 1 including the step of delivering the

purchased products to a single delivery location.

25
3. A method as claimed in any one of claims 1 or 2 wherein the
predetermined delivery cost criteria is based on a per shipment basis and not a per
item basis.

30 4. A method as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein the allocation

criteria includes distributing the delivery cost evenly amongst the plurality of
buyers.

5. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims including the use
35  of a web site via which the plurality of purchase requests are able to be received
from the plurality of buyers.



purchase requests included in the collective purchase
order. 25 11. A nethod as clagyed in any one of the
preceding clainms including the step of collecting a
fee fromthe vendor in exchange for submtting the
coll ective purchase order with the vendor to effect
purchase of the products. 12. A nmethod as clained in

clain 11 wétﬁad@stc&ﬁnéqfﬁaagéAe%QEh%g)récegﬁgeésgﬁsvn%m%g the 2 ep

i ncl udes a conm s

(a) & haripeane of the gluralityof Devepsadveriisieg @ prgeessd wplleetye pueshase
r ef eFdbord Be WBEsitevendor to effect purchase of the
products; (b) a purchase value of the collective

pur chase order subnmitted to the vendor; and/or 35 (c)
aSnurber &fmgdhasichscsiaimgsiin slairs € includingrihe step\od pwiding an index of
col | eglertiéBmenidibitiiaady Siteder . 31 13. A nethod as

claimed in claim112 including the step of associating
an affiliate code indicative of the vendor with at
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precedlng claims. 15. A nethod as clainmed in claim 14
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25 11, A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims including the step
of collecting a fee from the vendor in exchange for submitting the collective

purchase order with the vendor to effect purchase of the products.

12. A method as claimed in claim 11 wherein the fee collected from the vendor
30 . includes a commission fee based on at least one of:
(a) a number of collective purchase orders which are referred to the
vendor to effect purchase of the products;
(b} a purchase value of the collective purchase order submitted to the
vendor; andfor
35 (c) a number of products purchased from the vendor in the collective

purchase order.



(c) a trusted status |level; wherein each of the

plurality of said status Ieveg is representative of

25 predefined paraneters MAthIn whi ch the organiser is
able to operate in performng at |east one of the

met hod steps in accordance wth any one of the
preceding clains. 18. A nethod as clained in claim17
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orders. 20, A netho claimed in any one o
pr ecedi ng@t| al"i‘ﬁk'”'Prrﬁf?tEﬁ)‘F’Y% a step of an organiser
activating) a coidneettame lepelyaidase order, wherein said

step pr ec(gpes 2 U8R stdids 1Qfer- €1 @i m 1, and i ncl udes:
wherein each of the plurality of said status levels is representative of
25  predefined parameters within which the organiser is able to operate in performing
at least one of the method steps in accordance with any one of the preceding
claims,

18. A method as claimed in claim 17 wherein:

30 (a) the junior status level indicates that the organiser is able to receive
a fee from a buyer in exchange for submitting a collective purchase order which
-includes the buyer's purchase request, and, each collective purchase order that is
submitted by the organiser is required to include a purchase request originating

from the organiser;
35 (b) the senior status level indicates that the organiser is able to
receive a fee from a buyer in exchange for submitting a collective purchase order
~~which includes the buyer’s purchase request, and, each collective purchase order



20 (1) the organiser entering paraneters which define
the collective purchase order,via the web site; (11)
the organiser initialising the"collective purchaser
via the web site, by submtting a purchase request
wherei n said purchase request may include a rea
purchase request which is to be included in the
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30 21, A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims including the step
of providing a plurality of purchase request templates via which the plurality of
buyers are able to enter details of their respective purchase requests, wherein
each of said purchase request templates includes indicia which is adapted to
prompt the buyer to enter purchase request details uniquely associated with the

35 product type fo be purchased. .



step (i) of claim1 for inclusion in the collective
purchase order, and, step (ii)}sin 20 claimlis
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update 15 authorisation statuses. 31. A nethod as
claimed in any one of clainms 27 to 30 wherein buyers

26, A method as claimed in claim 25 wherein the closing criteria includes at
least one of:
(a) a threshold number of purchase request being receive from buyers

25  inrespect of the collective purchase order; and/or
(b) a threshold value of products purchased is detected in respect of
the collective purchase order; and/or
{c) a threshold time limit has expired in respect of the collective

purchase order.
30

| 27. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims including the step
of assigning at least one of a plurality of update authorisation statuses to a buyer
associated with a collective purchaser order wherein each of the said update
authorisation statuses are representative of an extent to which the collective

" 35 purchaser order is able to be modified by the buyer. T



associated with the collective purchase order that are
not the organi ser are assign the "renove"

aut hori sation update status only. 20 32. A nethod as
clainmed in any one of clainms 27 to 31 including the
step of providing an interface via which an excl usion
of a purchase request can be effected by exercising a
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excl uded purchase request; (d) the closing criteria

is re-determned in respect of the collective

pur chase amiiitiodia8 it iffanf Bee ncRlindigtioaraRasethe organiser
oo E0%e ety ol R RS BEF kB T e
the é@WN@@wP@@ﬂEaﬁchase order includes at |east one '
of : (a) costs payable by buyers to the organiser for
i nclusion of their 15 purchase requests in the
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t he vendor g urc ase accor
Wit haﬁsﬁ‘éa"%l"‘l'tﬁct ?\F@”G}ﬁh\fec H%fgf@SBrQﬂ@ﬁf that are-npbttes r?f%@’ée"l ﬁfe
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as clainmed in any one of the preceding clains

?thel udi ng the step

32. A method as claimed in any one of claims 27 to 31 including the step of
providing an interface via which an exclusion of a purchase request can be
effected by exercising a “remove " andfor “reject” authorisation status.

25 33 A method as claimed in claim 32 wherein the interface includes the web
site.
34. A method as claimed in any one of claims 27 to 33 wherein, in response to

a purchase request being excluded from the collective purchase order, at least one
30 of the following steps is automatically performed:

(a) the delivery cost allocated to each of the plurality of buyers

participating in the collective purchase order is re-deiermined in view of the



of the organi ser predefining a plurality of cost
conponent paraneters, wherein,said cost conponent

par anet ers define how at | east one cost conponent
payabl e by each buyer participating in the collective
purchase is to be determ ned by reference to
product (s) purchased. 25 37. A nethod as claimed in
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pay nsdtectsfewwsaaﬁforwmremejewmptaby refargrat itmtheiemcltded purchase
col I ecfubye purchase order prior to enabling

subm ssion of the collective purchase order. 35 36

39. A netwd aﬂaeCd:Icadlrngd:terﬁ i6 [reldee@naahiarrespact sreths tedkctive
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to performthe 15 nethod steps in accordance wth any
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or stori ng a co
i npl @‘ﬁ'ﬁﬂrgam@et wedeﬁiema@ ugat"é@é c@ﬁhcmerd aemelprs, wheraip said

one gkt €dnoRdnt atafettls define how at least one cost component payable by
each buyer participating in the collective purchase is to be determined by reference
to product(s) purchased.

25
37. A method as claimed in claim 36 including the step of the organiser
programming a costs component template to automatically calculate costs
components payable by a buyer participating in the collective purchase order in
response to the buyer entering details of its infended purchase into the cosis

30  component template.

38. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding ciaims including the step
of verifying a payment status of each buyer participating in the collective purchase
order prior to enabling submission of the collective purchase order.

35 '
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39. A method as claimed in claim 38 wherein the step of verifying the payment
status includes at least one of:

(a) verifying that any upfront payments required of the buyer(s) have
been received; and/or

(b) verifying that payment from the buyer (s} will be collected |ater.

40, A method of presenting information on a computer display used in
managing a purchase of a product from a vendor, wherein said computer display is
divided into at least a first region including a vendor web site, and, a second region
including a purchaser web site via which an order is able to be placed to purchase

a product from the vendor.

41, A computer system including a processing device, and a memory store
containing a computer program executable by the processing device to perform the

method steps in accordance with any one of claims 1 to 40.

40. A computer readable medium for storing a computer program adapted for
implementing the method steps in accordance with any one of claims 1 to 40.



