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(57) Abstract

This Protection System, for PC Software stored
in CD-ROM, prevents the illegal copying (hacking)
with negligible cost increase of the pmucled Applica-
tion. The same CD-ROM that contains the Application
Software serves as a “protection key". The CD-ROM
disk undergoes a special treatment during its production

phase that results in the generation of the Inspection
Ring. This system uses a special method for the veri-

fication of the authenticity of the Inspection Ring. The
existence of the Inspection Ring along with the use of
the authenticity verification procedure make impossible
the copying of the CD-ROM disk even with the most
advanced recording equipment. This system has many
advantages over other protection methods like: excel-
lent protection, transparency to the end-user and very
low cost since the "protection-key” is the same CD-
ROM disk that contains the Application. This system -
can be used for the protection of every Application Soft-
ware for PC compatibles that is stored in a CD-ROM
and runs under DOS or Windows environments.




