
A system for seafloor mining. A seafloor auxiliary mining tool works a
seafloor site to prepare a bench, and deposits cut ore in a gathering area.
A seafloor bulk mining tool undertakes production cutting of a bench and
deposits cut ore in a gathering area. A seafloor gathering machine gathers
cut ore deposited in the gathering area and pumps gathered ore as a slurry
to a riser base. A riser and lifting system receives slurry from the
gathering machine and lifts the slurry to the surface. A surface vessel
receives slurry from the riser and lifting system. 


