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Figure 3 

(57) Abstract: An autonomous network and a corresponding routing method include determining routing paths by a controller, and 
providing the determined routing paths to a data packet processor located remotely from the controller. The data packet processor 
routes outgoing data packets, based on information from the controller, through a plurality of switches remotely from the data packet 
processor. Each switch includes a plurality of network interfaces. For an outgoing data packet, the data packet processor determines 
a network interface over which to transmit the data packet, and adds an indication of the determined network interface in a header of 
the data packet. The data packet processor forwards the modified data packet to the switch including the determined network inter­
face. The switch identifies the network interface based on the indication, and transmits the outgoing data packet over the identified 
network interface. 
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