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What is claimed :                                                                      

1.           A system comprising: 

              a computing device; and 

              a sharing engine that: 

                        determines a current location of a device associated with a user; 

                        determines a plurality of environmental signals; 

                        retrieves one or more trigger conditions configured without input from the    

               user; 

 

                         based on the determined current location of the device associated with the  

               user and the determined plurality of environmental signals, determines that the one  

               or more trigger conditions are satisfied automatically and without input from the  

               user; 

 

                          determines that location sharing is disabled on the device;  

 

                          in response to the determination that the one or more trigger conditions are  

                satisfied and that location sharing is disabled on the device presents a prompt on a   

                display of the device, the prompt soliciting input from the user to temporarily 

                enable location sharing to share a location of the device associated with the user; 

 

                          determines that the user has enabled location sharing on the device 

                 associated with the user; 

                          determines that the one or more trigger conditions are no longer satisfied;  

                 and 

 

                          in response to the determination that the one or more trigger conditions are  

                no longer satisfied, disables location sharing on the device associated with the user. 

2.             The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of environmental signals comprises 

indications of one or more other users that are within a threshold distance of the current 

location. 

3.             The system of claim 2, wherein the one or more other users have a social 

networking relationship with the user. 

4.             The system of claim 2, wherein the recommendation to enable location sharing 

comprises a recommendation to enable location sharing with the one or more other users. 

5.             The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of environmental signals comprises a 

signal from a beacon. 

 

6.             The system of claim 5, wherein the recommendation to enable location sharing 

comprises a recommendation to enable location sharing with an account associated with 

the beacon. 
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7.              The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of environmental signals comprises an 

emergency signal. 

8.               The system of claim 7, wherein the recommendation to enable location sharing 

comprises a recommendation to enable location sharing with an account associated with     

the emergency signal. 

9.               The system of claim 1, wherein the sharing engine determines that the one or 

more trigger conditions have been satisfied by determining that the current location of the 

device matches one or more flagged locations. 

10.            The system of claim 1, wherein the sharing engine disables location sharing on the 

device associated with the user by automatically disabling location sharing on the device 

without action by the user. 

11.             A system comprising : 

                  a sharing engine stored in memory that : 

                  determines a current location of a computing device associated with a user; 

                   determines one more other devices that are within a threshold distance of the 

current location; 

                   based on the determined current location of the computing device associated with 

the user and the determined one or more other users, determine that one or more trigger 

conditions are satisfied automatically and without input from the user, the trigger conditions 

being configured for the computing device without input from the user; 

                   determines that location sharing is disabled on the computing device; and  

                   in response to the determination that the one or more trigger conditions are 

satisfied and that location sharing is disabled on the device, presenting a prompt on a display 

of the computing device, the prompt soliciting user input to temporarily enable location 

sharing to share a location of the computing device associated with the user. 

12.             The system of claim 11, wherein the sharing engine further : 

                   determines that the one or more trigger conditions are no longer satisfied; and 

                   in response to the determination that the one or more trigger conditions are no 

longer satisfied, disables location sharing on the device associated with the user. 

13.              The system of claim 12, wherein the sharing engine determines that the one or 

more trigger conditions are no longer satisfied by determining that the current location of the 

device associated with the user has changed or by determining that an amount of time has 

expired. 

14.             The system of claim 11, wherein the one or more other users have a social 

networking relationship with the user associated with the device. 
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15.              The system of claim 11, wherein the sharing engine further enables location 

sharing with the determined one or more other users.       

16.           A method comprising: 

                 determining a plurality of environmental signals associated with a user by a 

computing device; 

                based on the determined plurality of environmental signals, determining that one or 

more trigger conditions are satisfied by the computing device, the trigger conditions being 

configured for the computing device without input from the user; 

                determining that location sharing is disabled on the computing device; 

                in response to the determination that the one or more trigger conditions are satisfied 

and that  location sharing is disabled on the computing device presenting a prompt on a 

display of the computing device, the prompt soliciting input from the user to temporarily 

enable location sharing to share a location of the computing device; 

                determining that the user has enabled location sharing by the computing device;  

                determining that the one or more trigger conditions are no longer satisfied by the 

computing device; and 

                in response to the determination that the one or more trigger conditions are no 

longer satisfied, disabling location sharing by the computing device. 

17.          The method of claim 16, wherein the plurality of environmental signals comprises 

indications of one or more other users that are within a threshold distance of the current 

location. 

18.           The method of claim 16, wherein the plurality of environmental signals comprises  

a signal from a beacon. 

19.           The method of claim 16, wherein the plurality of environmental signals comprises 

an emergency signal. 

20.                The method of claim 16, wherein disabling location sharing comprises disabling 

location sharing automatically and without action by the user. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


