Swi tches are cascaded for inproved off-state attenuation. The flrst switch,
(14) of the cascade conprises an L-type attenuator with serl gﬁh \\’
including a resistor (16) and a shunt branch including a Zener d|o (22)

A bias network (26,28,32) coupled to the attenuator and to the second

switch (30) of the cascade connectio b& ntrols the di ode bias for operation
at a specific forward conducti on wh “econd switch is open and for
operation at a specific reverse bias condition when the second switch is
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enhanci ng _the switch, o attenuation provi di ng over- vol tage and
over cur r edthepfHSEcIWHA f()lr ) r?%u% he; rcaﬁ%ad@n@r@nm [48r 3[9% iAtEIRAEOY 3)

|orovi3 ICB nﬁwﬁtt@r%ﬁéﬁﬁmﬂ@ﬂ el ddin gDe k@sigﬂor\/\bm) ahe aeskimst Drahe lfs on fo[1
oo oPns S shhaiie o Bhoflodtn EAIe Basc byl (2B 2R 52 BRuIBRLSh | o6
to the suliseqtesriuator cand .to the second sw1tch {30) of the cascade
connection controls the diode bias for operation at a specific forward
conduction when the second switch is open and for operation at a
10 specific reverse bias condition when the second switch is closed for
causing the attenuator to provide the plural functions of ( 1 )
enhancing the switch off-state attenuation, (2) 'providing over-
voltage and overcurrent protection for input transients of either
polarity and (3) providing a predetermined output DC level when the
15 second switch is on for establishing the DC bias of a subsequent
circuit, such as an amplifier, the DC bias so supplied being in a
tracking relationship with DC power supphcd to the subsequent
circuit.
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