This invention is a pliable intrastromal corneal insert (10) designed to be
inserted into an inter-lanellar channel nmade within the cornea of a
manmal i an eye. It is made of a physiologically conpatible polyner and may
be used to adjust corneal curvature and thereby correct vision
abnormalities. The insert (10) or segnent may al so be used to deliver

t herapeutic or diagnostic agents to the corneal interior or to the interior

of the eye. The insert (10) subtends at |east a portion of a ring, or
“arc",

encircling the anterior cornea (33) outside of the cornea's field of
view but wthin the cornea's ¢fpontal dianeter. The invention al so
I ncl udes both a mninmally invasive procedure for inserting one or nore of

t he devices into the cornea (12£B§§RXE4| as the thus corrected eye.

SEGMENTED PLIABLE INTRASTROMAL CORNEAL INSERT

This invention is a pliablé intrastromal corneal

insert (10) designed to be inserted into an inter-lamellar
channel made within the cornea of a mammalian eye. It is
made of a physiologically compatible polymer and may be

used to adjust corneal curvature and thereby correct vision

abnormalities. The insert (10) or segment may also be used

to deliver therapeutic or diagnostic agents to the corneal

interior or to the interior of the eye. The insert (10)

subtends at least a portion of a ring, or "arc*, encircling
the anterior cornea (33) outside of the cornea‘s field of
view but within the ‘cornea’'s frontal diameter. The
invention also includes both a minimally invasive procedure

for inserting one or more of the devices into the cornea
(12) as well as the thus corrected eye.
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