A process for the producti.on of acetic acid which conprises reacting carbon
norioxi-de with a carbonyl atabl e react ant - corrprl sing greater than 10%
typically from30 to 100% . by wei ght dinethyl®ether introduced to a reactor
in,which there is maintained at el evated tenperature a |iquid reaction
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ABSTRACT

PROCESS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF ACETIC ACID BY THE
CARBONYLATION OF DIMETHYL ETHER

A process for the production of acetic acid which comprises reacting carbon
monoxide with a carbonylatable reactant comprising greater than 10%, typically
from 30 to 100%, by weight dimethyl-ether introduced to a reactor in which there
is maintained at elevated temperature a liquid reaction composition comprising a

* Group VIII noble metal catalyst, for example rhodium or iridium, methyl iodide
promoter, an optional co-promoter and water at a concentration in the liquid
reaction composition of from 0.1 to 10% by weight.



